ANDY CARS 

of Llantwit Major 
and COWBRIDGE 
Private Hire Taxis 


Any Distance • Airports 
Contracts *4-8 Seats 

01446 796777 

Email: 

andrew.brownOl @ 
btconnect.com J 
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YSGOL IOLO PUPILS HONOUR WALES’ PATRON SAINT 



Your views on 
fuel price rises? 

NEXT week The GEM will be examining how 
the record rises in the price of fuel are affecting 
readers in the Vale and Bridgend areas. 

Do you run a business that is struggling to turn 
a profit because it costs so much to fill up your vehi¬ 
cles with petrol or diesel? 

Are you a family member who is cutting out trips 
or days out in the car because it is getting too 
expensive? 

Should we be looking more at alternative forms 
of energy, such as electric cars? 

We want to hear your views. 

Please email our editorial department at: 
gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk. 


ABOVE: Pupils at Ysgol Iolo Morganwg in Cowbridge celebrated St David’s Day last week by dressing in traditional 
Welsh costume - see page 23 for more pictures by Mike Wilcock and a full report. 


Protest grows over shock 
scheme for 100 houses 
on Cowbridge boundary 


Cowbridge Fish Bar 



Celebrate their 

4th ANNIVERSARY 

by inviting you to... 

BUY ONE - 
GET ONE FREE! 

Large Cod‘n’small Chips £4.80 
Small Cod‘n’small Chips £4.00 



Offer valid until Saturday, 24th March 
with this advert cuttins, and not to be used 
in conjunction with any other promotion. 

EAT-IN’ FACILITIES 

OPENING TIMES: 

Monday 12 noon - 2pm; 5pm - 10pm 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 12 noon - 10pm 
Friday 4.30-10pm; Saturday 12 noon - 10pm 


22 High Street ^ 01446 772442 
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25% off Food 

until 16th April 




Offer valid until 16th April, 2012. Available every day except Saturday 
after 5.00pm. Discount applies to food from the a la carte menu and 
daily specials only and excludes all other promotions and discounts, 
set menu’s and special events (Mother’s Day, Easter & 3rd April). One 
voucher per table, max six diners. Vouchers that have been defaced or 
altered will not be accepted. Only valid at Loch Fyne, Cowbridge. 

To enjoy this offer, please cut i 
out this advert and bring it \ 
with you when you dine. °C 

Loch Fyne Restaurant 

Stalling Down, Cowbridge 
Near Cardiff CF71 7DT 
Tel. 01446 776070 

www.lochfyne.com 


MOTHER’S DAY TREAT 

3 mouth watering courses £19.95 
plus a free glass of Prosecco for all diners after 6pm* 

Visit: lochfyne-restaurants.com/restaurants/cowbridge 
to view the menu. 

For more details or to book a table, call 

01446 776070 

‘Terms and conditions: Free glass of Prosecco for all adults (over 18) 
diners after 6pm when dining from the set menu on 18th March only. 


PLANS to get two 
fields on the out¬ 
skirts of Cowbridge 
allocated for hous¬ 
ing in the Vale 
Council’s Local 
Development Plan 
(LDP) are meeting 
with fierce opposi¬ 
tion. 

The two fields, which 
are either side of St 
Athan Road, are in a des¬ 
ignated Special 

Landscape Area, but the 
new LDP includes a pro¬ 
posal to put around 100 
houses on them. 

Protesters say that one 
field in particular, which 
adjoins Windmill Lane, 
has a footpath running 
through it and is popular 
with dog walkers and 
local families. 

One protester told The 
GEM: “This really has 
come out of the blue, and 
there are so many things 
wrong with the plan. 

“This land is outside 
the settlement bound¬ 
aries of Cowbridge and 
is a lovely part of the 
countryside, but I believe 
the developers are using 
a loophole to push this 
plan through.” 

The loophole referred 
to is that, in the case of 
developments with a 
high proportion of 
‘affordable housing’, the 
Vale Council has said 
that it will relax its rules 
about protecting Special 
Landscape Areas. 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


The proposed devel¬ 
opment of 100 houses 
would have 35 per cent 
affordable housing. 

The phrase ‘afford¬ 
able housing’ is itself 
more than a little contro¬ 
versial. A recent afford¬ 
able housing develop¬ 
ment in Llantwit Major 
prompted complaints in 
the town council that 
local people were priced 


out of the market. 

One protester said: 
“The consultation peri¬ 
od, which closes on April 
2, is really too short. 

“When you read in the 
council's own rules 
about special landscape 
areas, you would imag¬ 
ine them to be pretty safe 
from development. 

“The LDP says, 
‘Designations such as 


Special Landscape 
Areas and the 
Glamorgan Heritage 
Coast will help to ensure 
the environmental pro¬ 
tection of surrounding 
areas’. 

“Elsewhere, it says 
that development will be 
favoured if it ‘does not 
have an unacceptable 
impact on green wedges 
or Special Landscape 

^CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 4) 


WEST FARM 

VETERINARY CLINICS LTD 

Mr Stefano Susanna dvm, mrcvs 
Mrs Sonia Susanna dvm, mrcvs 


44* 


Special Offer: 

Your kitten or puppy 

vaccinated, flea 
treated, wormed 
and identichipped all for only £51.06 

MARCH OFFERS 

10% OFF Neutering 
10% OFF Dental Treatments 

Please check your pets vaccine card 
for their booster due dates. 


North Road, 
Cowbridge 
01446 774016 


Poundfield, 
Llantwit Major 
01446 794972 
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‘Parties’self- 
promotion over 
Approach’ 


1 HAVE been 
reading with 
interest, the 
recent letters con¬ 
cerning Cemetery 
Approach, Barry. 

Was it not prudent in 
the first place that Coun 
Keith Lewis brought this 
issue into the public 
domain, with his initial 
letter correcting Coun 
Claire Curtis on the 
errors he said she made 
regarding the land at 
Cemetery Approach and 
Labour’s manifesto 
promises? 

All political parties 
now seem to be vying 
for the accolade of sav¬ 
ing this land from devel¬ 
opment, but let’s not for¬ 


get it was Coun Lewis 
who had the courage to 
challenge Coun Curtis 
and set off the debate we 
have seen. 

Not surprising, really, 
since it was Coun Lewis’ 
instigation and subse¬ 
quent campaigning that 
also raised the issue of 
White Farm - despite 
what other councillors 
claim. 

Sadly, not everyone 
else’s motive is to raise 
and challenge issues that 
matter to the constituents 
they are supposed to rep¬ 
resent - some are more 
interested in publicity¬ 
seeking and self-promo- 
tion! 

Ann Crawley, 

Barry. 


‘Stop the reckless 
boy racers on 
Plymouth Road’ 


W' 


riTH road 
safety 
being a 

paramount subject 
of discussion in the 
Vale, I would like to 
point out yet anoth¬ 
er local road of par¬ 
ticular concern, 

Plymouth Road, 

Barry Island. 

The overall safety of 
this road is of major 
concern, to me and other 
residents of Barry 
Island. 

After many years of 
campaigning by our 
great friend, the late Mr 
Roy Croydon, we were 
afforded the enormous 
privilege of a pedestrian 
crossing on Plymouth 
Road, courtesy of the 

Protect the swans 
from dog attacks 


F ollowing 

some bad 
news, I decid¬ 
ed to take myself 
off to somewhere I 
hadn’t been for a 
while, The Knap 
lake -1 thought it 
would be very tran- 
qil on such a lovely 
day. 

I sat on a bench, deep 
in thought, watching the 
swans. 

It was not very 
peaceful; however, in 
the hour I was there. On 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 


THE COLUMN YOU WRITE 



IMPORTANT! We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous 
mail T ETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS AND A CONTACT 

TELEPHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 
Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial2atindlenews. co.uk 


‘Devolution road a 
tragedy for Wales?’ 


Vale Council. 

Sadly, this road is 
now being totally abused 
by the likes of boy rac¬ 
ers and many other indi¬ 
viduals at the wheel of a 
lethal weapon - com¬ 
monly known as the 
motor car. 

These individuals 
seem to thrive on their 
own adrenalin fix and 
have no real concern for 
the safety of the public 
at large. 

The community 
would appreciate some 
form of traffic-calming 
measure in this area of 
imminent danger, at the 
Vale Council’s earliest 
convenience. 

Barrie V Evans, 
(Independent candidate, 
Baruc ward). 


1 WRITE as a disillusioned devolution- 
ist - devolution was never meant to 
be a back door to independence. 

Scotland’s referendum is inexorably dragging 
talk of independence for Wales along in its wake. 
And that would be a tragedy for Wales. 

Devolution was meant to be regional, not nation¬ 
al. Healthy regional democracies were expected in 
the north east, the Midlands, the south West - a 
vision that sank without trace after the hefty rejec¬ 
tion of devolution by the north east. 

‘Incompetence 
over budget’ 

1 WOULD like to congratulate the Vale 
Council on the way they have han¬ 
dled the social services budget on a 
gross overspend in the current financial 
year of some £3.5million. 

How on earth can they explain this gross incom¬ 
petence? The council are now talking about cuts 
and job losses to try and re-balance the books. 

We are also - as it now appears likely to receive 
another hike in council tax, which will probably be 
in excess of the 1.7 per cent proposed, when you 
add on police and local council share. 

It is quite obvious that the present members of 
the Vale Council are not fit for purpose, and could I 
suggest that the first lot of job cuts start with the 
council leader himself, along with the chief execu¬ 
tive? 

D J Radford, Barry. 


But is that rejection really to be taken for all 
regions and all times? Perhaps 50,000 Cornishmen 
- and women - might like to know the reason why! 

Is it really too late to go back to the idea of 
devolution in England, instead of the threatened 
devolution of England. 

This is no longer a popular mantra. But it could 
save the UK, and let all of our MPs continue to 
vote on all issues. If the early promise of devolu¬ 
tion is to work for the UK now, it is the English 
who have the key. 

Northern Ireland has suffered long and hard to 
stay in the Union. But no one could doubt their 
national identity. Identity has nothing to do with 
independence. Geordies I’ve known are just as 
proud of their unshakable identity as any Irish, 
Welsh or Scots. 

I am Welsh and a committed Unionist - one who 
as an undergrad wrote a rollicking essay on a Welsh 
Tudor king who conquered England, took the 
Welsh language and Welsh people to the English 
court and called his first son Arthur! 

Very many Welsh people have family and friends 
in England. They move seamlessly across borders 
for life and work, education and entertainment. 

It might have seemed reasonable a decade ago to 
start on devolution with the national groupings. 
Looking back, it could be a tragedy. 

Jean Silvan Evans, 

Peterston-Super-Ely 

FOOTNOTE : A poll last week revealed little sup¬ 
port for independence, but a growing demand for 
more devolved powers in Wales, which as a nation 
in its own right, many feel should be treated differ¬ 
ently from the ‘regions’ of England. What do GEM 
readers think? 


LABOUR PLEDGE ON TRAFFIC LIGHTS 


two occasions, two dif¬ 
ferent swans were 
attacked by dogs, feath¬ 
ers flying, full-on 
attacks. 

The owners just 
called their dogs off. I 
found all of this quite 
distressing. 

The swans are in their 
own environment and 
should not have to be 
subjected to this trauma, 
especially when there is 
a beach just behind - a 
far more suitable place 
for dog walking. 

S Carty, 

Barry. 


I T was interest¬ 
ing to read your 
recent article, 
on the Barry Docks 
Link Road, where 
the Vale Council 
commented about 
making a bid to the 
South Wales 
Transport Alliance 
(SEWTA) to make 
improvements to 
the road. 


This is clearly in 
response to Labour’s 
pledge to finalise the 
long outstanding safety 
measures for the Barry 
Docks Link Road and 
provide traffic lights at 
the Coldbrook Road and 
Argae Lane junction, if 
elected to run the Vale 
Council on May 3. 

Labour has made this 
pledge because nothing 
had been finalised by the 
current Conservative 


‘Don’t let drop of 
water stop play! ’ 


P LEASE can 
someone 
inform the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
parks department 
that ‘soccer’ is a 
winter game? 

The least drop of rain 
and the parks department 
call off all the matches 
which have a little bit of 
surface water laying on 
the pitch. 

Players are expected 
to get dirty and the 
pitches cut up which 
means the park depart¬ 
ment will have to carry 
out some maintenance 
work to get them avail¬ 
able for the following 
week (the clubs pay 
good money to play on 


the Vale pitches). 

We are losing young 
players to the rugby 
game, due to the lack of 
playing soccer. Some 
junior clubs have not 
played competitive soc¬ 
cer since the end of 
November 2011. 

On Saturday, 

February 25, five pitches 
out of eight at The Butts 
fields were playable, as 
was Maslin Park. 

So come on, parks 
department, stop calling 
games off on Friday 
morning and leave it up 
to the referee to decide if 
the pitch is playable or 
not! 

Tony Williams, Barry, 

(Chairperson 

VOGAFL) 


council, so it is some¬ 
what cynical of them and 
other political parties to 
try to respond to our 
pledges. 

To see other politi¬ 
cians clamouring to have 
their pictures taken at the 
junction and claim they 
will now do something is 
rather annoying. 

The Tories say that 
the council has submit¬ 
ted a bid for a grant from 
SEWTA and they hope 
that this will be success¬ 
ful, but they don’t say 
what they will do if the 
bid is unsuccessful. 

The Barry 

Independents claim that 
the opposition parties on 
the council have done 
nothing about this, but 
they are wrong. 

If anyone cares to 
look at the minutes of 
the economy and envi¬ 


ronment committee over 
several years, you will 
see that I initiated the 
reports to scrutiny on the 
safety issues on the 
Docks Link Road. 

That resulted in it 
being discussed on many 
occasions - and with the 
help of the chair of that 
committee, I was able to 
keep it on the agenda 
until the Tories had to 
accept that safety 
improvements had to be 
looked into. 

If Labour are returned 
at the council elections 
in May, we make the 
firm commitment that 
we will introduce the 
traffic lights system, 
whether or not any grant 
is successful. 

Anne Moore, 

(Labour councillor for 
Cadoc ward, Barry ) 


No to NHS 
‘privileges’ 

I N last week’s GEM, there were five 
photos of our MP, Alun Cairns - he 
certainly isn’t publicity shy. 

In his article ‘Vale MPs Viewpoint,’ he writes 
that he hopes that over time we will be allowed the 
same privileges in Wales as communities in 
England. 

I hope not, I do not want to have to pay for pre¬ 
scriptions, or have to join the fight to stop the 
break-up of the NHS. 

Gerald Smith, 

Llanmaes 


‘Don’t play politics 
with Barry’s future’ 


1 HAVE been sad¬ 
dened to read 
the comments of 
some councillors in 
the media over the 
last couple of 
weeks. 

I do not believe that 
they do the people of 
Barry and the future 
prosperity of the town 
any good at all by “run¬ 
ning down” the efforts 
of the Barry 
Regeneration Area and 
its board for their own 
political purposes. 

The board is doing its 
very best to ‘make a dif¬ 
ference’ and, while there 
remains a great deal 
more to do, I really do 
believe that we are mak¬ 
ing progress. 

That said, any regen¬ 
eration can easily 
founder if elected politi¬ 
cians and other opinion 
formers are ‘feeding a 
continual stream of neg¬ 
ative publicity’ to the 
media. 

This will undoubtedly 
result in the private sec¬ 


tor taking a view that 
Barry is simply not a 
suitable place to do busi¬ 
ness. 

If this view prevails, 
then it does not really 
matter how much public 
sector money is spent in 
the town. 

It is a fact that with¬ 
out private sector invest¬ 
ment, Barry will never 
fulfil its tremendous 
potential and best make 
use of its unique and 
very special characteris¬ 
tics. 

I would ask all our 
politicians and opinion 
formers not to play poli¬ 
tics with the future of 
Barry as we enter the 
election season. It can 
only do great harm to 
the town and its people. 

Coun Rhodri 
Traherne, 

Chair of the Barry 
Regeneration Area 
Partnership Board, and 
cabinet member for eco¬ 
nomic development and 
regeneration Vale 
Council. 


BLOCK OFF 
LINK ROAD’ 


H ere we go 
again! We 
have had 

tins of paint spread 
around, numerous 
road signs erected 
and even flashing 
lights which nobody 
takes any notice of. 

Now we have the pro¬ 
posal to install traffic 
lights on the Barry 
Docks link road. If they 
are installed, then it will 
be an amber gamblers’ 
charter. 

Traffic coming down 
the hill, on either side, 
will speed up to try to 
beat the lights. Heavy 
goods vehicles will have 
to crawl up the hill when 


setting off from the 
lights (and what joy), 
boy racers will have 
their own set of lights to 
start their races. 

There is only one 
solution to the problem 
of traffic control on the 
docks link road and that 
is to install concrete 
blocks from Lidl round¬ 
about down the centre to 
McDonalds roundabout 
with no gaps. 

OK, private motorists 
will have to travel a few 
hundred yards further, 
but at the same time they 
and passengers will be 
safer. 

Dave Adams, 

Barry. 


TELL US YOUR VIEW! 

If you want to make a point 
on a local issue, email us at: 

gemeditorial@ 

tindlenews. co. uk 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MARCH 15) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

08 Thur 

06.12 

9.9 

18.37 

10.0 

09 Fri 

06.55 

10.4 

19.18 

10.3 

10 Sat 

07.37 

10.6 

20.00 

10.5 

11 Sun 

08.16 

10.5 

20.39 

10.3 

12 Mon 

08.59 

10.2 

21.18 

9.9 

13 Tues 

09.41 

9.7 

22.02 

9.4 

14 Wed 

10.27 

8.9 

22.52 

8.7 

15 Thur 

11.24 

8.2 

23.57 

8.1 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


E-Mail Contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk • gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk • Tel 01446 774484 
Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF71 7EL. Printed by NWN Ltd. 
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Pupils run a mile for Sport Relief 



COWBRIDGE pupils recently took part 
in the 2012 Sport Relief Mile. 

Pupils in year-7, 8 and 9 ran, walked, crawled, 
skipped, or even went three-legged to complete 
the mile. 

The children raised £323.21 on the day and we 
are still counting! 

Sport Relief’s aim is to bring the entire nation 
together to get active, raise cash and change lives 
not only in the UK, but worldwide. 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Saint’s day 

THIS year’s St David’s 
Day celebration at 
Llangan Primary 
School was outstand¬ 
ing. 

It was standing room 
only for parents arriving 
late, but that did not 
diminish the enthusiasm 
for the children taking 
part. 

This annual celebra¬ 
tion of our patron saint 
seems to be getting bet¬ 
ter each year, with the 
children in their tradi¬ 
tional Welsh costumes 
and the boys flying the 
dragon flags and wear¬ 
ing rugby shirts. 

Solo singers this year 
were Lauren Light, Ffion 
Williams and Eve 
Hammond, with harp 
players Rhys and Cai 
Wardhaugh, and a 


Art show 

A NEW art exhibi¬ 
tion opens in 
Cowbridge next 
week, at the Old 
Hall Gallery. 

Entitled ‘Oceanlight’, 
it will feature oil paint¬ 
ings, screen prints, and 
watercolours by Adrian 
Paul Metcalfe, and will 
run from March 5 to 
April 5. 

Admission is free and 
planned opening times 
are: Monday to 

Thursday, 9.30am-4pm, 
and Friday, 

9.30am-9pm. It is advis¬ 
able to telephone 01446 
773831 on the day to 
confirm opening times. 


delightful young lady, 
Jasmine Emery. 

Congratulations to all 
the teaching staff, and 
head teacher Mary 
Noyes for a most enjoy¬ 
able morning, and real 
Welsh entertainment! 

Welsh theme 

A BIG thank you from 
the Treoes Hall com¬ 
mittee for the outstand¬ 
ing support of the resi¬ 
dents of Treoes, and 
also to those who game 
from outside the village 
to enjoy an evening of 
fun. 

Ian and Hillary of the 
Laleston Inn provided 
the excellent buffet. 

Future events 

TREOES village hall 
on March 31 will hold a 
fundraising event with 
entertainment by local 
singer Mel Stevens. 

There will be horse 
racing for those wishing 
to have a little flutter! 
All proceeds at this 
event will be donated to 
Saron Chapel. Tickets 
£5. Telephone 01656 
646148 or 

07563532479. 

Reminder 

TICKETS are now sell¬ 
ing fast for the popular 
‘Cymanfu Canu’ which 
will take place in Saron 
Chapel on Sunday, 
March 25 at 6.30pm 

Tickets can be 
obtained from Mary 
Crandon, Llangan 
(01656 861933) or Jill 
Ham on 01656 663693; 
adults £7, children and 
seniors £5. 


The Cowbridge Physic 
garden quiz is not just 
for the green-fingered! 


THE next fundrais¬ 
ing event for the 
Cowbridge Physic 
garden will mark 
a change from pre¬ 
vious years. 

The garden is chang¬ 
ing one element of its 
annual programme of 
events, introducing for 
the first time this year 
an open-to-all quiz to 
replace its established 
annual gardening lec¬ 
ture. 

Chairman Dan 
Clayton-Jones said: 

“We need the stimu¬ 
lus of new ideas to 
maintain and awaken 
interest among our 
members and support¬ 
ers.” 

“So, on March 14, at 
our usual venue in the 
St Quentin suite at the 


Bear Hotel, we are 
inviting teams of four to 
take part in a quiz.” 

He added that the 
quiz would not only be 
about gardening, but 
would cover general 
knowledge, sport, music 
and other topics. 

Quiz master Martyn 
Hurst, said, “We are 
inviting teams of four 
(at £5 per head for 
entry) to come along 
and test their wits 
against a phalanx of 
questions ranging from 
the brainy to the 
bizarre. 

“There are lots of 
prizes on offer and 
we’ve already sold 
almost 50 tickets and 
expect a big audience of 
spectators and teams on 
the night. 

“We'll also ‘speed 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

LLANBETHERY & 
LLANCARFAN 
Your community corre¬ 
spondents are 
Sam & Patsie Smith on 
( 01446 ) 751448 


Cerys Potter 
Foundation 
prize bingo 
night success 

THERE was a magnifi¬ 
cent turn out at 
Llancarfan Village Hall 
on Saturday, February 
25 for the prize bingo 
night in aid of the Cerys 
Potter Foundation. 

More than 70 people 
attended for an evening 
of great fun and an 
excellent meal of bread 
and soup at the interval. 

With Graham Brain 
calling the numbers, it 
was never going to be 
boring and after 10 
rounds (and a reason¬ 
able amount of wine, or 
cider in Graham’s case) 
the audience participa¬ 


tion became more rau¬ 
cous! 

Thanks go to Graham 
and Kay Brain for 
organising the event and 
to Michaela, Colin, Kate 
and Kay for making the 
soup and Claire, James 
and Megan for helping 
during the evening. 
Thanks also to Anne 
Hunt for making the gin¬ 
gerbread men and to 
Lisa and Paul for run¬ 
ning the bar and Clair, 
James and Megan for 
helping during the 
evening. 

Finally, a big thank 
you from Julie Potter to 
all who attended and 
whose generosity raised 
the huge amount of £565 
for the Foundation. 



Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 


Your local quality care home 


Milsom House 

Residential & Nursing Home 

• St Athan • 

Manager Gillian Allison 

Telephone 01446 750166 

www.milsomhouse.co.uk 


date’ individuals into 
teams, so don’t be shy 
if you’re a singleton.” 

There’s a serious 
intent to the show - 
stimulating interest in 
Cowbridge’s showpiece 
garden - which is run, 
organised and managed 
entirely by volunteers. 

Dan Clayton-Jones 
added: “Membership of 
the garden is our 
lifeblood, not least 
among those volunteers 
whose husbandry keeps 
it in good shape 
throughout the sea¬ 
sons.” 

The quiz kicks off at 
7.30 pm on March 14. 
MM 


Emma’s work 
with the poor 
in Nicaragua 


A COWBRIDGE 
girl is spreading the 
Gospel among poor 
children in 

Nicaragua - with 
help from a church 
in Cowbridge. 

Emma Gooding, a vol¬ 
unteer in Jinotope, 
Nicaragua, recently 
organised 


Emma has also recent- tonicaragua.blogspot.co 
ly attended the ‘Latin m 
Link’ regional confer- The Vale Church 
ence in Guatamela, meets at 5pm each 

where she learnt about Sunday in the Banquet 
other projects in South Room of The Duke of 
and Central America, Wellington Pub. 
while enjoying the luxu- A welcome is extend- 
ry of hot running water ed to anyone who would 
and a comfortable bed! like to go along to an 
To follow Emma’s ‘informal’ style of 
children’s act Nities i fl Nicaragua, church, 
holiday club, using her f« .) er blogspot: Contact Payor Neil 

pxnnrionro from holidav http://emmaisback- Harvey 01656 650500. 


experience from holiday 
clubs in Cowbridge. 

Emma said: “I would 
like to say a huge thank 
you to the Vale Church in 
Cowbridge, on behalf of 
children in some of the 
poorest ‘barrios’ in 
Nicaragua. 

“We took 60 kids to a 
‘Youth with a Mission’ 
centre for two days 
where we played games, 
sang songs, ran competi¬ 
tions, treasure hunts, 
water games, arts and 
crafts with a theme of 
‘super heroes’. 

“Using Bible stories, I 
shared that Jesus was the 
best super hero that they 
could ever have! Thank 
you to Vale Church for 
sponsoring this event.” 

Some of the children 
Emma mentioned in a 
recent GEM article from 
the Crubredita, were able 
to attend - it was the first 
visit in their lives outside 
the immediate area of the 
barrio. 


‘One last effort!’ 


THE team of parents 
and friends who 
raised money to buy 
important ‘extras’ for 
the new Cowbridge 
Comprehensive 
School are calling for 
one last effort. 

While the new school 
cost a total of £21.5 mil- 


an extra £15,000 would 
enable the group to com¬ 
plete its ‘wish list’ with 
two more important 
items for the school. 

He said: “£10,000 
will buy equipment for a 
recording studio, includ¬ 
ing keyboards, drums, 
microphones and studio 
mixing equipment. It 


lion, with money coming would be su i ta ble for 


from the Welsh 
Government and from 
the Vale Council, the 
fundraising group set a 
target of £210,000. 

Now, the chair of the 
school governors, Peter 


both classical and con¬ 
temporary music. 

“Also, £5,000 will 
buy the final pieces of 
music equipment for the 
school’s fitness and 
dance studio, and it will 


Lewis, has called for one also pay for a long jump 
last effort to enable the pit to be installed on the 


fund to buy two more 
items. 

In a letter, he congrat¬ 
ulated staff, parents and 
pupils for their efforts in 
raising £195,000. 

However, he said that 


sports field.” 

Mr Lewis said that 
anyone wishing to make 
a donation, or who 
might have fundraising 
ideas, could contact him 
by writing to the school. 


Local Development Plan 

-say ‘NO’ now! 

Did you know that the Vale of Glamorgan Council wants to build at 
least 100 houses as part of the current Local Development Plan, in 
the field by Windmill Lane in Llanblethian?The proposed access will 
be off St Athan Road. 

This proposal is now out for consultation until 5pm on 2nd APRIL 2012 

As local residents we are against it because: 

1. This field is part of a special landscape area which should be cherished and 
protected - not built on.The Council is so strict with individual residents’ planning 
applications but are now proposing a big development in a special landscape area! 

2. The proposed development of 100 houses is outside the existing settlement 
boundary of Cowbridge so these houses will effectively be built in open country- 
side.This LDP wants to amend the current Cowbridge boundary and is using the 
loophole which allows affordable housing to be built outside settlement bound¬ 
aries. At least 35% of this development is affordable housing - no kind of housing 
should be allowed in greenfield sites. 

3. More houses means more traffic - local residential streets and Cowbridge high 
street couldn’t cope, especially if the Cattle Market is built on. 

4. Could local schools and doctors surgeries cope with more pupils and patients? 

5. St Athan Road will have to be realigned which again will affect residents. 

6. Development on this field will affect the wildlife that lives in this field and sur¬ 
rounding fields - including noise and light nuisance. 

7. What will the environmental impact be? 

PLEASE HAVE YOUR SAY...IT CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 

www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/ldp 

There is a Council public exhibition about this LDP at 
Cowbridge Town Hall on Saturday I Oth March 
I Oam - I pm and Tuesday 20th March 2 - 7pm 
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LEFT: 
Local 
children 
at the 
footpath 
entrance 
to the 
fields 
where 100 
houses 
could be 
built in 
Cowbridge 

Protest petition over 
plan for 100 homes 



(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

She added: “There is even 
a policy devoted to 
Cowbridge. Its stated aim is 
to ‘safeguard and enhance 
important open spaces within 
and adjoining the Cowbridge 
with Llanblethian 

Conservation Area’.” 

The protest group is grow¬ 
ing rapidly, and a petition 
attracted more than 55 signa¬ 
tories in just two hours. 
There is concern over a 


number of issues, including 
fears that local schools can 
not cope with the extra pupils 
that would come from 100 
homes. 

One mother told The 
GEM: “It was not easy get¬ 
ting my children into Y Bont 
Faen primary, because it was 
over-subscribed.” 

Another said: “We see lots 
of wildlife around here 
including pheasants, squir¬ 
rels, rabbits, different kinds 
of birds and voles.” 


The protest group has also 
noted that, in order to let the 
development go ahead, St 
Athan Road would need to be 
realigned, and they feel this 
will cause extra disruption. 

One protester said: “It is 
unlikely that people living 
there would walk to town, so 
that will mean more cars 
coming into Cowbridge, cre¬ 
ating more problems at a 
time when Cowbridge is los¬ 
ing the parking spaces at the 
Cattle Market.” 


The protest group are urg¬ 
ing locals to visit the LDP 
exhibitions in the Town Hall 
(this Saturday, March 10, 
10am-1pm, and Tuesday, 
March 20, 2pm-7pm) to take 
a closer look at the plans. 

The group is still in the 
process of organising itself, 
but has set up an e-mail 
address where local residents 
can make contact. The 
address is keepourcowbridge- 
countryside@live.co.uk 


COMMUNITY NEWS 
ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 



| ABOVE: The village hall committee at the opening ceremony. | 

‘Village hall has 
been transformed’ 


IT is sad to report 
the death of 
Margory Simmons 
of Ewenny Road, St 
Brides Major, who 
came to live in the 
village 50 years ago 
and took part in 
many local activi¬ 
ties. 

She was a very capa¬ 
ble cook and the ladies of 
the Thursday Club 
looked forward to her 
particularly good scones. 

She was also a regular 
at the Saturday tea/chat 
morning at the church 
hall, and could be seen 
daily ‘tootling’ along for 
her daily paper from the 
local shop on her mobile 
scooter. She will be 
sadly missed. 

The funeral will take 
place on Friday with a 
service at St Bridget’s 
Church, St Brides Major, 
followed by a service at 
Coychurch 
Crematorium. 
MOTHERS’ Union 
monthly Eucharist was 
held at All Saints Church, 
Southerndown, on 

February 24, when a 
donation to the Mothers ’ 
Union was received in 
memory of Iris Lintern, a 
faithful member of the St 
Brides Major branch, 
who died recently. 

IT’S happening! A new 
library service in the 
village of St Brides 
Major will be open for 
business on Saturday, 
March 17, together 
with the local produce 
market and craft fayre 


at the church hall, St 
Brides Major at 10am- 
12 noon. 

It is hoped parish¬ 
ioners will make good 
use of the service. 

WICK Chapel held a 
service on February 26, 
followed by the annual 
general meeting. A fami¬ 
ly service will be held on 
March 25, and the Easter 
service will take place on 
Sunday, April 1, (all at 
3pm). A warm welcome 
awaits everyone. 

AGE Concern is setting 
up a new project with 
rural connection. Are 
you over 50? Do you feel 
isolated and need help 
connecting with others in 
your area ? Age Concern 
can support you - con¬ 
tact Jane (Llantwit 
Major) 01446 795631. 
Volunteers needed. 

AT the recent commu¬ 
nity council meeting, it 
was reported that three 
crimes had taken place 
since the last meeting; 
two of criminal damage 
and one criminal dam¬ 
age and theft of a vehi¬ 
cle, all in St Brides 
Major. 

A REPORT from repre¬ 
sentatives of Creative 
Rural Communities on 
the outcome of the meet¬ 
ing held on January 5 
confirmed they are now 
working with residents in 
Ogmore-by-Sea on three 
projects - meeting place, 
community play area and 
beach cleanup/litter pick. 
It was stated that they 
would advise on any 
progress being made. 


COLWINSTON 
Village Hall 
Committee recently 
held its AGM, and 
it began with a cer¬ 
emony to open the 
new veranda. 

The addition of the 
veranda, the accompa¬ 
nying patio and replace¬ 
ment energy efficient 
windows has been made 
possible thanks to 
fundraising events by 
the community, and 
grants from the council. 

A spokesman said: 
“Many thanks should be 
extended to all those 
people who have given 
up their time and ener¬ 


gy, to make these events 
possible, and to the 
council for their contin¬ 
ued generous contribu¬ 
tions. 

“An additional thank 
you should go to Dereck 
Evans for designing and 
orchestrating the whole 
project. Many positive 
comments have been 
made since the veranda 
has been built and many 
feel that the village hall 
has been transformed as 
a result.” 

He continued: “The 
veranda was officially 
opened by a local 
celebrity, Mr Mathew 
Pritchard CBE, who 
although having recent¬ 


ly moved away, has 
played a very significant 
part in village life for 
many years. 

“It was an emphasis 
on this aspect that he 
very eloquently 
expressed in the short 
speech that he made, 
stating that although he 
and his wife Lucy were 
very happy in their new 
home, Colwinston 
would always hold a 
very special place in his 
heart. 

“Many thanks go to 
him as well for coming 
all the way from 
Monmouthshire to carry 
out this function.” 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

cowbridge-today.co. uk 


Cowbridge and District 
Bridge Clubs round-up 


HERE are the results for 
February 20-21: 

Vale of Glamorgan Bridge Club - 
club night, February 20 (22 pairs): 

First, Debbie Davies and John Beard, 
62.92 per cent; second, Mary Moore 
and Tony Disley, 57.08; third, John 
Evans and Steve Burgoyne, 56.88; 
David Wright and John Raymond, 
56.25; fifth, Vida Halford and Glyn 
Williams, 56.04; sixth=, Muriel 
Maslin and Joan Bird, 53 54; sixth=, 
David Birt and Mike Best, 53.54. 

Cowbridge and District Bridge 
Club, Llanbleddian - club night, 


February 21 (17 pairs): 

First, Rita Willians and Marian 
East, 69.54 per cent; second, Amy 
Owen and Glenda Roberts, 65.00; 
third=, Pat and Brian Swain, 57.47; 
third=, Teri Pollard and David Wight, 
57.47; fifth, Hugh Williams and 
Gordon Berrey, 56.34; sixth, Brenda 
Grove and Pam Higgs, 55. 34. 

The co mmi ttee and all members 
wish to express their hope of speedy 
recoveries to our secretary, Pauline 
McAllen, and tournament director 
David Wright and return. David is 
also a member of the Vale club. 

BRIAN SWAIN 


Power station’s 
‘meet the 
people’ exercise 


TECHNICAL staff 
from Aberthaw 
Power Station con¬ 
ducted a ‘meet the 
people’ exercise last 
week to explain 
their latest plans to 
cut emissions at the 
plant - and thereby 
extend its life. 

Staff were at commu¬ 
nity buildings in Rhoose, 
St Athan and Llantwit 
Major to explain the pro¬ 
posed Selective 

Catalytic Reduction 
(SCR) system that will 
cut the emissions of 
NOx gases by 90 per 
cent. 

Nox is a blanket term 
for the various nitrogen- 
oxygen gases (NO, 
N02, and so on) that are 
a by product of the coal 
that is burned in the 
plant. 

Aberthaw has applied 
for planning permission 
for the SCR, and the 
public consultation is 
part of that process. 

Mark Pitman, the 
commercial operations 
manager at the station, 
explained to The GEM 
the thinking behind the 
project. 

He said: “It is antici¬ 
pated that EU legislation 
will kick in around 2016, 
and the SCR system is 
designed to make sure 
that the station is well 
within the news stan¬ 
dards for emissions. The 
SCR, which will be a 
£200 million invest¬ 
ment, will cut existing 
NOx emissions by 90 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 

per cent.” 

The GEM visited the 
roadshow on Friday in 
St Athan. The previous 
day it had been in 
Rhoose and it was in the 
Llantonian Hall, 

Llantwit Major, on 
Saturday. 

Mark Picton said that 
members of the public 
who had called in had 
been interested, and dis¬ 
cussions had been cor¬ 
dial. 

If the project is grant¬ 
ed planning permission 
by the Vale Council, the 
next step is for it to be 
presented to the board of 
Aberthaw’s German par¬ 
ent company, in March 
2013. 

Once the £200 million 
scheme gets the green 
light from Germany, 
construction is likely to 
start in 2015, and should 
be completed in 2017. 

Mark Picton said that 
the Selective Catalytic 
Reduction process 
worked like a catalytic 
converter in a car, and 
meant that the NOx 
compounds would be 
burnt, with nitrogen and 
water the by-products. 

He said that introduc¬ 
ing the SCR was crucial 
to keeping the plant 
operating at full capacity 
through till 2025. If it 
failed to meet the new 
EU emissions targets, it 
could be downgraded 
and might run at a lower 
capacity. 


He emphasised the 
local employment 
aspects of Aberthaw - 
not just the employees 
and contractors who 
work there, but also the 
suppliers in south Wales 
who service the plant. 

He said: “At least 50 
per cent of our coal 
comes from south 
Wales, from Merthyr or 
the Neath valleys. Also, 
we are taking as much 
biomass wood fuel as we 
can - again from within 
a radius of 70 miles of 
the plant.” 

He added that at the 
moment, the biomass 
content was 1.5 per cent, 
but said that the station 
would like to take more. 

The issue of NOx 
gases has been the sub¬ 
ject of letters in The 
GEM in recent weeks, 
with residents complain¬ 
ing of an “orange cloud” 
coming from the plant. 

Mr Picton is adamant 
that the cloud is tested 
regularly and is within 
Environment Agency 
safe limits. The power 
station insists that the 
cloud is only noticed 
under certain atmospher¬ 
ic conditions, when the 
sun is at the right angle 
to make it appear 
orange. 

It is true that The 
GEM has only ever 
received reports of the 
orange cloud from peo¬ 
ple in the Rhoose or 
Barry area, suggesting 
that the angle of the sun 
may be a factor. 


Charity benefits at 
local book launch 



Nicole Burnett and Sarah Legg with their first 
book ‘Pretty Nostalgic Home’. 

PHOTOGRAPH by MIKE WILCOCK 


A book launch 
event in 

Cowbridge,was run 
in conjunction with 
a fundraising week¬ 
end for Breast 
Cancer Care. 

On Saturday, March 
3, Nicole Burnett and 
Sarah Legg launched the 
book Pretty Nostalgic 
Home at Happy Days 
from Vintage Ways in 
Church Street. 

Pretty Nostalgic 
Home, aims to inspire 
house-owners to create a 
more traditional, sustain¬ 
able and joyful home 
environment without 
going automatically to 
the chain stores to buy 
everything. 

The book contains 12 
chapters covering sub¬ 
jects from make-do and 
mend to gardening, dec¬ 
orating, housekeeping 
and shopping. 

It features the homes 
of many of who live in 
and around Cowbridge. 

Nicole, who wrote the 
book, explained: “It 
almost has a scrap book 
feel. We have filled the 
pages with lots of lovely 
vintage illustrations and 
images from my own 
personal collection, 
which I have enjoyed 
sharing.” 


Over the weekend, 
staff were also raising 
money for the Breast 
Cancer Care charity 
which provides all the 
information and support 
women need if they have 
symptoms of the disease. 

Sue Youngman, a vol¬ 
unteer with the charity, 
said: “On behalf of 
Breast Cancer Care, I 
would like to sincerely 
thank the people and 
businesses of Cowbridge 
who so generously sup¬ 
ported our fundraising 
weekend at the Happy 
Days Vintage homestore 
on March 3-4 and helped 


us raise £1,060 for the 
charity. 

“With breast cancer 
on the increase more and 
more women (and men) 
will need our support, 
and to be able to raise 
more than £1,000 in one 
weekend is truly phe¬ 
nomenal. 

“I'd also like to thank 
Nicole, Sarah and every¬ 
one at Happy Days for 
making us so welcome 
and for putting on a deli¬ 
cious vintage tea party 
for our finale on Sunday 
afternoon - the scones 
were to die for!” 
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Mr Bill Pritchard is 
surrounded by his 
family, 

grandchildren 
Rhys and Sian, son 
Gareth and 

daughter-in-law Dawn. 



WELL-KNOWN 
Vale farmer Bill 
Pritchard of Vians 
Hill Farm, St 
Nicholas recently 
celebrated his 80th 
birthday by inviting 
a large group of 
close friends to a 
luncheon party at 
Llanerch Vineyard, 
Hensol. 

Brought up on Cefn 
Carnau Farm, 
Caerphilly, Bill moved 
to Vians Hill Farm in 
1962, from where he 


and his late wife Mary 
soon made a huge 
impression on the 
farming industry. 

In 1985, they won 
the Glamorgan 
Grassland competition, 
in addition to their 
herd of milking cows 
being adjudged the best 
in the county. 

A life member of the 
south Wales British 
Friesian Club and a 
very enthusiastic sup¬ 
porter of the agricul¬ 
tural industry, Bill 
served on the livestock 
committee of the Royal 
Welsh Agricultural 


News from the Wick and 
District Pensioners’ Club 


WICK and District 
Pensioners’ Club heard a talk 
from Wiltshire Foods who 
came to the last meeting and 
discussed their products, with 
hot tasty examples! 

Following the withdrawal of the 
mobile library service to Wick, the 
club recently had a talk from the out¬ 
reach worker from the Vale Council 
Library Service. 

It seems very unlikely that the 
mobile library service will return to 
Wick, but there are plans to renovate 
Llantwit Major Library. 

Internet access is available in local 
libraries and free training is offered by 
the library service on the mysteries of 
the internet, working of a personal 
computer, and e-mailing. 

It might be possible to arrange 


mini-bus transport to Llantwit Major 
Library for club members. 

A later presentation from one mem¬ 
ber demonstrated what can be done 
with a tulip petal (thank you, Ron). 

The club celebrated St David’s Day 
early with a party (so they can also 
have one later if they wish) and 
remaining food was given, as usual, to 
Wick Youth Club. 

The club is very pleased with the 
new disability ramp to the sports 
pavilion provided by the Vale Council. 

The club has a coach trip to 
Carmarthen in March and a holiday 
week in Weymouth is planned. 

New members of a certain age are 
always very welcome. The club meets 
on alternate Wednesdays from 2pm- 
4pm in the Sports Pavilion, Wick. For 
information contact George (01656 
890386). 


Cowbridge and 
District Bridge 
Club’s results 


VALE of 

Glamorgan Bridge 
Club - Club night, 
February 27, 26 

pairs: 

First, Joan Jenkins and 
Liam Sheridan, 65.63 per 
cent; second, Trish 
Tracey and Tony Ratcliff, 
64.02; third, Linda 
Pinnock and Marjorie 
Morris, 2.50; fourth, 
Simon and Debbie 
Richards, 60.23; fifth, 
Mike Best and Kevin 
Maddox, 58.71; sixth, 
Alan Lewis and Terry 
Evans, 57.29. 

Cowbridge and 
District Bridge - Club 
night, February 28, 11 
pairs: 

First, Pat and Brian 
Swain, 59.86 per cent; 
second, Amy Owen and 
Glenda Roberts, 57.43; 
third, Mearle Owen and 
Debbie Rosevear, 55.00; 
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fourth, Helen and Mike 
Ruttley, 52.88; fifth, 
Sylvia Phillips and 
Margaret Bancroft, 
52.85; sixth, Mary 
Thomas and Dennis 
Barker; 51.60. 

It is hoped to run the 
Friday Afternoon event 
on March 9 at 2pm if suf¬ 
ficient members wish to 
attend. Please contact me 
on 01446 773596 to con¬ 
firm. 

Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridge Club - Club 
night, February 20, 22 
pairs: 

First, Debbie Davies 
and John Beard, 62.92 
per cent; second, Mary 
Moore and Tony Disley, 
57.08; third, John Evans 
and Steve Burgoyne, 
56.88; fourth, David 
Wright and John 
Raymond, 56.25; fifth, 
Vida Halford and Glyn 
Williams, 56.04; sixth, 
Muriel Maslin and Joan 
Bird, 53.54; sixth, David 
Birt and Mike Best, 
53.54. 

Cowbridge and 
District Bridge Club, 
Llanbleddian - Club 
night, February 21, 17 
pairs: 

First, Rita Willians 
and Marian East, 69.54 
per cent; second, Amy 
Owen and Glenda 
Roberts, 65.00; third=, 
Pat and Brian Swain, 
57.47; third=, Teri 
Pollard and David Wight, 
57.47; fifth, Hugh 
Williams and Gordon 
Berrey, 56.34; sixth, 
Brenda Grove and Pam 
Higgs, 55.34. 

The committee and all 
members wish to express 
their hope of speedy 
recoveries to our secre¬ 
tary, Pauline McAllen 
and tournament director 
David Wright and return. 
David is also a member 
of the Vale Club. 

BRIAN SWAIN 


Society for 48 years. 

During this time he 
also gained a reputa¬ 
tion of being an astute 
judge of sheep and cat¬ 
tle at the Royal Welsh 
Show and also when 


officiating at agricul¬ 
tural shows throughout 
Wales. 

Bill regularly attends 
Trehill Presbyterian 
Chapel, St Nicholas 
and he was delighted 


the majority of their 
members together with 
his close family and 
friends were able to 
join him at Llanerch 
Vineyard, Hensol, to 
celebrate his birthday. 


Local woman plans a 
marathon for Fairtrade 


A St Brides Major 
woman is running 
the London 

Marathon - in a bid 
to raise funds for 
the Fairtrade 
Foundation. 

Nia Sterling, aged 26, 
a former Cowbridge 
School pupil, has 
secured a coveted ballot 
entry for the Virgin 
London Marathon, 
which takes place on 
April 22. 

Nia is no stranger to 
challenges. She previ¬ 
ously completed the 
Cardiff Half Marathon, 
raising more than £500 
for the Alzheimer’s 
Society. She has trekked 
the Inca Trail in Peru 
and even made it all the 
way to Everest base 
camp in Nepal! 

However, Nia rates 
the marathon as her 
toughest challenge yet. 

She is a long-term 
supporter of Fairtrade, 
and will be raising funds 
for the Fairtrade 
Foundation. 

She explained: “With 
a ballot place in the 
marathon, I’m not tied to 
fundraising for any spe¬ 
cific charity. 

“However, I’m so 
passionate about the 
work of the Fairtrade 



ABOVE: Nia with a Colombian miner. 


Foundation, which 
works to secure better 
prices, decent working 
conditions, local sustain¬ 
ability, and fair terms of 
trade for farmers and 
producers in the devel¬ 
oping world that I’ve 
committed to raising 
£1,200 for them by run¬ 
ning the marathon.” 

Nia, who only started 
running a few years ago, 
said: “Training for the 
marathon has been really 
tough. It is so tempting 
to stay inside on the sofa 
when it’s cold and dark 
outside. 

“Fortunately, my fam¬ 
ily and friends have been 
hugely supportive and 


seeing the sponsorship 
money come in makes it 
that much easier to put 
my trainers on and head 
out of the door, even 
when it is raining! 

“I’ve set a huge chal¬ 
lenge for myself, both in 
terms of completing the 
26.2 miles, and raising 
the £1,200, so any con¬ 
tribution towards 

amount would be a mas¬ 
sive boost”. 

If you would like to 
sponsor Nia you can do 
so by visiting her 
JustGiving webpage: 
http.V/www.justgiving. co 
m/NiaSterlingLondon 
2012 

TIM CHAPMAN 
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Local school skiers show 
their skills on the slopes 


COWBRIDGE School entered two teams 
in the prestigious British Schoolboys 
International Ski Races, held in 
Meiringen, Switzerland for the 11th suc¬ 
cessive year. 

An inexperienced squad was led by Nicky 
Griffiths of year-10. 

Three members of last year’s team were joined 
by Hywel Williams, Gabe Newham, Jonny Harvey, 
Ben Jones (all year-9) and Henry Jones (year-8), all 
of whom were competing on snow for the first time. 

Ben Thomas (year-9) and Harry Hopkins (year-8) 
spent the previous week competing in Champery in 
the Welsh Alpine Championships with good results. 

Gian Williams and Hugh Williams, both former 
PE teachers from Cowbridge School, were in atten¬ 
dance as officials of the DHO ski club. 

An advance party of parents and boys spent the 


COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

LLANBETHERY & 
LLANCARFAN 
Your community corre¬ 
spondents are 
Sam & Patsie Smith on 
( 01446 ) 751448 


Lent lunches 

THE lent lunches are being held again this 
year, starting this month and people in 
Llancarfan will (if they wish) be given a 
tour/explanation of the paintings in the 
church. 

This year, the lunches are on Thursdays, with the 
dates as follows: March 15 - Penmark ladies in their 
church hall; March 22 - Llantrithyd ladies, lunch to 
be held in Llancarfan Village Hall; March 29 - 
Llancarfan ladies, lunch to be held in Llancarfan 
Village Hall. 

As usual, they will be held from 12 noon-2pm, and 
all proceeds will go to charity. There are no tickets, 
with payment at the door. 


Friday free skiing together in the glorious sunshine. 

Sadly, the weather then deteriorated for the rest 
of the trip as a low bank of cloud descended on the 
whole of the ski area. 

Saturday was spent gate training with John 
Kurley and Mark Hopkins giving most of the boys a 
chance to experience racing for the first time. 

The dual slalom event was held on the Sunday 
morning in very poor skiing conditions. Cowbridge 
entered two teams in the under-15s category. 

The A team beat Lambrook School in the first 
round by a large margin, while the B team dis¬ 
patched Halliford School in their first race. 

Unfortunately, Cowbridge A team lost narrowly 
by a gate to Dulwich College B team to go out in the 
quarter-finals. 

Cowbridge B team beat Mounthouse in the quar¬ 
ter-finals and then impressively beat Reeds School 
in the semi-finals with a storming first run by Jonny 
Harvey and a text book anchor leg by Henry Jones. 

Dulwich went on to secure a victory over our B 
team in an exciting final. 

The whole squad were delighted that the B team 
of Hywel, Gabe, Henry and Jonny reached the finals 
of this prestigious event and were awarded silver 
medals - well done boys! 

Charity evening was 
a great success 

I JUST wanted to say thank you so much 
for promoting in The GEM, the Trinity 
Church nostalgic games held on Saturday, 
February 25. 

The evening was a great success, with more 
than £180 being raised. Everyone had a lovely 
time playing traditional old-fashioned games and 
looking at the interest table full of vintage toys 
and memorabilia. 

Grateful thanks to all who helped and attended, 
making it such a lovely evening,. 

Ceri-Lou Newma 



On Monday morning, the boys competed in the 
daunting 43-gate giant slalom course. 

Visibility on some parts of the course was very 
poor, but after a careful course inspection the boys 
were all prepared. 

All boys performed well, with both Harry and 
Jonny having good second runs after both falling on 
their first runs. 

The difficult skiing conditions continued on 
Tuesday. 

Poor visibility meant finding the top of the race 
piste extremely difficult. 

As a result, Harry Hopkins managed to ski off the 
edge of the piste head first, injuring his shoulder in 
the process. 

He was taken to hospital and was unable to com¬ 
pete in the race. 

The slalom, being a more technical discipline 
was always going to be more of a challenge for the 
newer racers, but the boys listened carefully during 
training and were well prepared to cope with the dif¬ 
ficult changes in terrain and quickness of turn that 
the course demanded. 

Nicky led the way with the daunting first run of 
the slalom. Ben Jones and Hywel achieved impres¬ 
sive times, followed closely by Jonny, Henry and 
Gabe close behind. 

Sadly, Ben Thomas was disqualified on run one 
at the second-last gate after a promising first run. 

On the second run, everybody looked a bit happi¬ 
er. With ruts a foot deep in place finishing was a 
great achievement. 

Overall, it was a good effort in what were very 
difficult conditions. 

INDIVIDUAL RESULTS: 


Giant slalom 

Run 1 

Run 2 

Position 

Ben Jones 

1.12 

1.19 

27 

Ben Thomas 

1.15 

1.20 

37 

Hywel Williams 

1.19 

1.19 

42 

Nicky Griffiths 

1.17 

1.22 

47 

Henry Jones 

1.21 

1.31 

57 

Gabe Newham 

1.25 

1.30 

62 

Harry Hopkins 

1.50(fell)1.26 

72 

Jonny Harvey 

2.06(fell)1.27 

74 
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ABOVE: 

The Cowbridge B team with their silver medals. 


Slalom 

Run 1 

Run 2 

Ben Jones 

57.68 

62.56 

Nicky Griffiths 

56.72 

64.50 

Hywel Williams 

57.93 

68.16 

Henry Jones 

64.09 

68.47 

Ben Thomas 

DSQ 

58.61 

Jonny Harvey 

60.12 

DNF 

Gabe Newham 

64.98 

DNF 

Harry Hopkins 

DNS 

DNS 

A few thanks; 

firstly to 

sponsors Alliance 


Healthcare and Hopwoods Pharmacy; 
Headteacher, Mrs Margaret Evans, who kindly 
allowed the team time away from school to com¬ 
pete; team coach Mark Hopkins; and race officials, 
Gian Williams and Hugh Williams, for their efforts 
on the organising race committee and for making 
the boys feel at home throughout the trip. 

A massive thanks to the parents who came, 
cheered loudly and made sure the boys were kept 
warm and well fed during the races. 

Thanks also to John Kerley of Ski Valais, who 
helped with race training, prior to the races. 

It’s worth mentioning that the Cowbridge school 
was the only comprehensive school in the tourna¬ 
ment, the competition being dominated by private 
specialist boarding schools. 

The boys were immensely proud to be represent¬ 
ing Cowbridge and were worthy ambassadors for 
the school. LSJ 


from just £950 
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Volunteers from Transition Llantwit clean up the beach. 

Llantwit Major 
beach receives 
a much-needed 
clean - in the sun! 


SATURDAY, March 3, saw 
around 12 volunteers from 
Transition Llantwit collect all 
sorts of rubbish from Llantwit 
Major beach. Luckily, the sun 
shone down for most of the 
time and around a dozen black 
bags of rubbish, as well other 
unusual items, was collated. 

A spokesperson said: “The small¬ 
er items included pieces of commer¬ 
cial fishing nets, as well as fishing 
line used by individuals, and ‘typi¬ 
cal’ litter - such as food wrappers, 
plastic bottles and drinks cans of 
varying varieties! 

“There were a surprising number 
of disposable coffee cups and lids, so 
people must be enjoying the beach 
in this cold weather, but people are 
urged to use the bins provided 
around the beach. 

“Regarding the larger rubbish, 


there was a bit of a contest running 
as to who could find the most unusu¬ 
al rubbish! 

“Early entrants included a large 
car tyre, a plastic doll’s leg and two 
wellies - but, unfortunately, they 
were not a matching pair! 

“By the end of the two hours, 
there was a clear winner... a large 
plastic Biffa bin lid! 

“Transition Llantwit would like 
to thank everyone who joined the 
litter pick at various points of the 
day. 

“They would also like to say a big 
thank you to the Glamorgan 
Heritage Coast who provided 
gloves and collected all of the rub¬ 
bish found, as well as Ian Harvey 
from Tidy Towns - Keep Wales Tidy 
- who, as well as lending a hand, 
provided bag hoops and litter pick¬ 
ers,” the spokesperson added. 


HIGHWAY RESURFACING: 

Treoes road on the list’ 


1 WRITE in 
response to Mr 
Wigley (The 
GEM, March 1), 
regarding the road 
through the village 
of Treoes, and to 
inform him that it 
is already on the 
council’s three-year 
highway resurfac¬ 
ing plan. 


There are over 1,000 
kilometres of adopted 
highway in the Vale of 
Glamorgan and I am 
very well aware of the 
magnitude of the task to 
maintain our roads with¬ 
in the limited funds 
available. 

We have to prioritise 
the work - hence the 
resurfacing plan, which 
is currently being updat¬ 
ed. The plan has been 


designed to ensure that 
all requests for resurfac¬ 
ing are recorded, in 
addition to those identi¬ 
fied from routine high¬ 
way inspection. 

Each road registered 
is assessed on a set of 
criteria and positioned 
on the list, based on 
technical survey results 
and assessments by 
highways staff. 

The money spent on 
road resurfacing comes 
from two sources; the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Council and the Welsh 
Government road main¬ 
tenance grant. 

Despite financial con¬ 
straints, the council 
itself has allocated 
£1.875 million this 
financial year on resur¬ 
facing and surface treat¬ 
ment work. This is the 
highest figure for more 
than a decade. 

While we are always 
pleased to receive grants 
from the Welsh 
Government, we are 
disappointed that the 
amount they provided 
this year to add to the 
Vale contribution has 
been substantially 
reduced to only 
£191,000. 

GEOFFREY COX, 
(Cabinet member for 
visible and building 
services, Vale of 
Glamorgan Council). 


Windsor Hotel 

Friday 9th March 

Live Entertainment 

JOI CLARKE 

6pm-9pm 

Saturday 10th March 

Six Nations Rugby: 

WALES v ITALY 

Shown Live from 2pm 
Free Beef Curry at Half Time 
Also showing Football: 

Cardiff v Bristol City from 5.30pm 

Sunday 11th March 
Live Band: Turner St. Crash 

6pm-9pm 

Free snooker on Thursdays from 6pm 

(over 18 years only) 

ALL LIVE SPORTS ALSO SHOWN 


170 Holton Road, Barry CF65 4LL 

07902 592406 


MIND signs charter on 
‘mental health needs’ 


MIND in the Vale 
has signed the 
Charter for 

Employers who are 
positive about men¬ 
tal health. 

Vale AM, Jane Hutt, 
met Caroline Chapman, 
chief executive officer, 
to learn more about their 
work to raise awareness 
with employers about 


the mental health needs 
of their employees. 

The mental health 
charity provides three 
open access Mental 
Health Resource Centres 
in Barry, Penarth and 
Llantwit Major, as well 
as the ‘Travellers in 
Mind’ cafe at Barry 
Station and Catering 
service, providing inno¬ 
vative services, training, 


volunteering opportuni¬ 
ties and support for peo¬ 
ple who use their servic¬ 
es. 

Mrs Hutt congratulat¬ 
ed Mind in the Vale on 
their work and for lead¬ 
ing the way as an 
employer in the Vale. 
She urged employers to 
sign up to the Charter as 
‘Mindful employers’. 



PICTURED: Jane Hutt AM and Caroline 
Chapman at the Ty Newydd Resource Centre in 
Barry with the Charter for Employers. 


What kind of dog will choose you? 



We've got small ones, tall ones, cheeky ones and squeaky ones, 



sporty ones, haughty ones, fluffy ones and scruffy ones. 



If fou'rs looking for a lovely dog come to Dogs Trust Bridgend. 

^ Wev© got Iocs of happyi healthy doer. 

^ Thrive been neutered and micro capped 

They're vacc rvsted and given a complete hearth-check 
Well grve your dog four weeks’ free entrance 
^ You'll get free advice throughout your dog^ life 
16 see ail our dogs, visit our web&rte, dogstrust org.uk 


You can trust a dog from 


DogsTrust 


(Vwwittn. IJtUt m 
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Inquiry blow to anti¬ 
fracking campaign 


CAMPAIGNERS 
against ‘fracking in 
the Vale’ have been 
dealt a blow - after 
Welsh Water 

announced that it is 
withdrawing from a 
public inquiry 
scheduled for May. 

The inquiry is taking 
place after the Vale 
Council’s planning com¬ 
mittee refused Coastal 
Oil and Gas Ltd permis¬ 
sion in 2011 to perform 
an exploratory drilling 
operation at Llandow. 

That exploratory 
drilling would determine 
whether there was the 
potential to extract com¬ 
mercial quantities of nat¬ 
ural gas. 

Vale MP Alun Cairns 
said he was dismayed by 
Welsh Water’s announce¬ 
ment and has written to 
Welsh Water to appeal to 
them to justify their deci¬ 
sion to turn down the 
opportunity to appear at 
the Welsh Government 
Planning Inspector 
inquiry, due to be held 
later this year in May. 

Mr Cairns said that the 
council’s technical evi¬ 
dence was based on con¬ 
cerns expressed by Welsh 


Water that test drilling 
may pose a risk of con¬ 
tamination of its reserve 
groundwater sites. 

Without Welsh 

Water’s presence at the 
public inquiry, council 
planners will be left with 
no technical support. 

Mr Cairns told The 
GEM: “I have written to 
the managing director of 
Welsh Water to ask him 
to justify their decision 
not to attend the public 
inquiry. 

“I believe that Welsh 
Water should be making 
sure that they are repre¬ 
senting their customers 
from across the Vale. 
Many of their customers 
are rightly very con¬ 
cerned about the effects 
of the exploration 
process for shale gas, and 
the potential ‘fracking’ 
procedure for its extrac¬ 
tion if the gas is found. 

“Hundreds of con¬ 
stituents and businesses 
across the Vale have con¬ 
tacted me to express their 
serious reservations 
about the whole process. 

“It’s disappointing that 
a company such as Welsh 
Water, which has the 
technical and specialist 
knowledge to help us all 


understand the implica¬ 
tions and issues, will not 
now be providing infor¬ 
mation and independent 
evidence at the public 
inquiry.” 

A spokeswoman for 
Welsh Water said: 

“We are not a statutory 
consultee on this plan¬ 
ning issue, but it is essen¬ 
tial that we ensure the 
interests of our cus¬ 
tomers are protected. 

“Although most of our 
supplies are from surface 
sources, such as reser¬ 
voirs, some is extracted 
from groundwater. We 
have, therefore, been 
holding detailed discus¬ 


sions directly with the 
company about the tech¬ 
nology and processes to 
be used. 

“These discussions 
are ongoing and we are 
seeking assurances on 
the very small risk of 
drilling fluid contaminat¬ 
ing our reserve ground- 
water site in the vicinity. 

“We have not stated 
that we would attend the 
inquiry and so have not 
changed our position 
over this. 

“We are happy to con¬ 
tinue liaising with coun¬ 
cil officers regarding the 
issue of fracking. ” 



GREEN DRINKS are being held at the Bear Hotel, 
Cowbridge, on Tuesday, March 13, from 7.30pm. 

This is an open and informal monthly get-togeth¬ 
er to chat about environmental issues and share 
information on how to live in a more sustainable way 
in our community. All are welcome. 

Contact: Rob McGhee 07712 196150 or transi- 
tioncowbridge @googlemail. com 


‘Save the parking 

spaces’- residents’ call 


A COWBRIDGE resi¬ 
dent is urging local peo¬ 
ple to use the Local 
Development Plan 
(LDP) consultation peri¬ 
od to argue the case for 
better parking in the 
town. 

Chris Pearce believes 
that the proposal to build 
homes on the Cattle 
Market site will result in 
the loss of around 200 
parking spaces. 

He told The GEM: 
There is no alternative 
replacement parking 
area proposed in the 
LDP, and Cowbridge 
depends for its continued 
vitality on this parking 
facility. ” 

Alun John, the chair¬ 


man of the chamber of 
trade, told The GEM that 
the chamber was con¬ 
cerned about parking, 
and was preparing a sub¬ 
mission of its own to the 
LDP. 

Chris Pearce said: “I 
urge local residents to 
make their views known. 
A good idea would be to 
visit this Saturday’s LDP 
exhibition at Cowbridge 
Town Hall, and collect a 
comments form. ” 

LDP exhibitions take 
place this Saturday, 
March 10 (at 10am-1pm) 
and Tuesday, March 20 
(2pm-7pm). Comments 
concerning the LDP must 
reach the Vale Council by 
April 2. 


> Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon « 



**' a * APPLIANCE S 
COOKWARE CENTRE 

PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


WASHING 

MACHINES 

From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 

DiSCOUNTS FOR THE OVER 60s" " 

\ on Tuesdays and Thursdays (Please ask in-store for details) l 

3a TYNEWYDD ROAD, J S 
KING SQUARE, BARRY hand to advise 

(opposite new library) you with your 

Also large warehouse & showroom 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 

WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 

All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 

Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 


purchases. 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG * 


ABOVE: 

The budding chefs competing in the District Final of the Rotary Young Chef Competition. 

Amelia a close second in 
Rotary Young Chef final 


COWBRIDGE 
Comprehensive 
School pupil 

Amelia Glanville 
impressed the 
judges in the south 
Wales district final 
of the Rotary 
Young Chef 

Competition on 
February 25 -and 
came a very close 
second. 

Seven young chefs 
from South Wales met in 
the final, held in Bryn 
Hafren Comprehensive 
School in Barry. 

Each participant had 
to plan and prepare a 
three-course meal for 
two people with ingredi¬ 
ent costs that did not 
exceed £15. In just two 
hours, a wide range of 
delicious food was pre¬ 
pared and displayed 
complete with attractive 
table settings. 

Judges Helen Groom, 
Sales and Marketing 


Manager of The 
Maldron Hotel, Cardiff 
and Iain Inman, 
Executive Chef of The 
Parc Hotel, Cardiff, 
remarked: “The quality 
of the food prepared by 
all the contestants was to 
an extremely high stan¬ 
dard and the selection of 
the winner was by no 
means an easy task.” 

Siriol Richards of 
Ysgol Tregib, who was 
sponsored by the Rotary 
Club of Llandeilo, won 
with a starter of smoked 
salmon parcels, main 
course of sun-blushed 
tomato and taragon- 
stuffed chicken breast 
and a dessert of choco¬ 
late brownie with orange 
and vanilla panacotta. 

Amelia prepared a 
starter of smoked 
salmon pate, followed 
by roasted chicken with 
fenni cheese wrapped in 
parma ham with a 
chocolate fondant for 
dessert. 

Other competitors 



Siriol Richards receives the winners shield 
from Rotary District Governor Mike Parry. 


Fundraising 
under way for 
sports pitch 


RECENTLY, St 
Richard Gwyn 
Catholic High 
School had a posi¬ 
tive inspection 
where both the 
ESTYN and 

Archdiocesan 
inspection teams 
were very 

impressed. 

One of the recommen¬ 
dations following the 
inspection was to pro¬ 
vide an all-weather out¬ 
door sports pitch to 
improve the facilities 
available to our pupils. 

In these austere times, 
school budgets are under 
substantial pressure and 
to cover the full cost of 
the pitch from the money 
the school receives is not 
possible. 

The school has some 
money to go towards it 
however, this alone is 
insufficient to pay all the 
costs. 

Therefore, in order to 
meet the inspectors’ rec¬ 
ommendation, a 

fundraising year has 
been launched to try and 
provide this facility for 
all our pupils to use. 

The event that kicked 
off the fundraising year 
was a Big Band evening 
featuring the 17-piece 


Liberty Big Band who 
brought the super sounds 
of the 40s, the magic of 
Glenn Miller and the 
silky sounds of Sinatra 
to St Richard Gwyn. 

This sell-out event 
was enjoyed by all; deli¬ 
cious hot food was 
served, a bar made avail¬ 
able and dancing 
enjoyed by those who 
were brave enough to 
venture onto the dance 
floor! 

Calls for an encore 
resounded around the 
school hall with every¬ 
one unwilling to leave 
and wishing the evening 
would continue further 
into the night. 

The total raised so far 
is £4,614 - keep check¬ 
ing home page of St 
Richard Gwyn’s website 
on www.strichardg- 
wyn.co.uk to follow the 
increasing total. 

Various events are 
being held throughout 
the year and opportuni¬ 
ties for sponsorship are 
available - if anyone is 
interested in supporting 
the school or attending 
any of the events please 
contact the school on 
01446 729250 or email 
info @ strichardgwyn. co. 
uk. 

CAROLINE 

ROBINSON 


were Laura Bleehen of 
Cardiff High School, 
Menna Coombes of 
Porth County 

Community School, 
Paulina Chruszcz of 
Abertillery 
Comprehensive School, 
Rebecca Peachment of 
Pembrokeshire College 
and Teleri Haf Thomas 
of Ysgol Gyfun 
Ystalyfera. 


Prizes were presented 
by Rotary District 
Governor Mike Parry. 

Siriol now goes on to 
compete in the regional 
final in Monmouth Girls 
School on March 17, 
2012. 

Rotary International 
in Southern Wales 
would like to thank the 
judges and Bryn Hafren 
School. 


WHAT’S ON - IN BRIEF 

Coffee morning 

ALL SAINTS’ Barry Mothers’ Union thanks all 
who supported their coffee morning on 
Saturday, March 3 in All Saints’ church hall, 
Park Road, Barry. The event raised £540 for 
Mothers’ Union charities. 

Valeways walks 

SUNDAY, March 4 at 2.30pm, ‘Castle Upon 
Alun’, starting at St Brides Major Church (SS 
894750). 




MAROONED 

HAIRCUTT ER5 

Special Promotion 

25% OFF 

Colours & Highlights 

Appointments booked 
Monday to Thursday 
with selected stylists. 

(Offer valid until Thursday 29th March 
with this advert cutting. 

Clients need to state that they are 
making a promotional booking upon 
telephoning) 


77tat4&i '& T><Uy 

Available at the salon, 
online or by telephone 


52a High Street, Cowbridge 
Tel: 01446 773616 


maroonedhaircutters.co.uk 
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Bumper year ahead 
for local tourism... 



ABOVE: Local people were flying the flag for 
the Vale of Glamorgan’s tourism industry at a 
special event held at Dyffryn house and 
Gardens during Wales Tourism Week. 


A BUMPER year 
for tourism in the 
Vale was forecast at 
a special event at 
Dyffryn House and 
Gardens on Friday, 
March 2, to mark 
Wales Tourism 
Week. 

It was organised by 
the Vale Council’s 
tourism department 
along with the Vale 
Marketing Group. 

Thousands of visi¬ 
tors are expected to 
flock to the Vale for the 
National Eisteddfod, 
while the completion of 
the Wales Coast Path in 
May is likely to further 
boost the numbers. 


The gathering of 
tourism professionals 
was keen to hear more 
in a presentation about 
the Wales Coast Path, 
which will soon be 
Wales’ largest tourist 
attraction, spanning 
870 miles. 

Already one of the 
Vale’s top tourism 
attractions, Dyffryn 
House at St Nicholas, 
will soon be managed 
by the National Trust, 
putting it on the radar 
of even more potential 
visitors. A project is 
also under way to fully 
restore parts of the 
house to their original 
splendour and open 
them to the public. 


Horse riders are 
mistaken for 
mounted police! 


POLICE in Barry 
have recently received 
calls from members of 
the public mistaking 
horse riders for police 
officers. 

A police spokes¬ 
woman explained: “We 
received reports over the 
weekend, after two horse 
riders were seen wearing 
hi-visibility, reflective 
jackets with the word 
‘POLITE’ on the back. 

“The jackets are in 
fact sold by an equine 
brand by the name of 
Equisafety. 

“Police want to 
inform and reassure the 



The sign says: ‘POLITE 
SLOWDOWN’, not 
‘POLICE SLOW¬ 
DOWN’. 

public that horse riders 
spotted wearing the 
clothing are not mounted 
officers.” 


F.A.C.E, CLINIC 

27 Castle Arcade, Cardiff CF10 1BW 
02920 226066 

Established since 1990 

ADVANCED PAEA MEDICAL TREATMENTS 
WITHOUT SURGERY 

We treat the skin by removing, rebuilding, protecting 
and maintaining the skin. 

Danne Method of Natural Pharmacology - FREE Consultations. 

• Deep Lines/Fine Lines 


• Pigmentation 

• Facelift without surgery 

• Neck/Jowl Treatments 

• Facial and leg veins 

• Skin tags removed 

• Age spots removed 

• Acne/scars/stretchmarks 

• Fat Removal 
(Body and facial areas) 

• Spot Reduction 

• Permanent Hair Removal 
also for white, downy hair 

Semi permanent 
Makeup for 

• Eyebrows 

• Eyeliner 

• Lipliner 

• Tattoo Removal 




GENIE FACELIFT 
without Surgery 
Normally £995.00 - Now £599.00 

DERMAL FILLER £275 . 

Now £200 per syringe 

BOTOX 9 £150 for 3 areas 
FAT REDUCTION 
compared to Lyposuction 
Normally £995.00 

Now £595.00 

SEMI PERMANENT MAKEUP 
£350.00 - Now £150 


• Futur Tec 

Treats lines around the eyes 

• Genie lOmin Facelift 

One lady lost 7cm 
under the jowls. 

1000 times stronger 
than any other. 

• Muscle Banding 

Enzymes 

From Los Angeles. 

■ Eporex Mesotherapy 

as seen on 

Embarrassing Bodies 

• IPL/Laser 

Permanent hair removal 
and skin rejuvanation. 

• Microdermabrasions 

• Ultrasonic Peels 
• Six Layer Peel 

• Pro Alpha 
Mandelic Peel 

Derma Roller sr™ 


a 


Email: eileen@facecosmetics.co.uk 
www.facecosmetics.co.uk 


A CARDIFF and Vale 
College student and 
aspiring chef, has 
beaten off competition 
from the length and 
breadth of Wales to 
make it to the finals of 
a prestigious UK-wide 
culinary contest at 
Westminster College 
on March 26. 

Leo Hacker won the 
Welsh final of the 
Future Chef competition 
and will now go on to 
the UK finals in London. 

The 16-year-old 
Pathways to 
Apprenticeships (PTA) 
chefs diploma pro¬ 
gramme student from 
Cardiff, had to produce 
a main course and 


Fund 
Wales Air 
Am bulance 
- party call 

A CALL has been made 
for The Wales Air 
Ambulance Service to 
get improved support 
from the Welsh 
Government, including 
direct funding. 

It came from Welsh 
Conservatives after the 
service launched a 
fundraising campaign to 
upgrade one of its heli¬ 
copters at a cost of 
£600,000 near Newtown. 

The air ambulance has 
three helicopters cover¬ 
ing Wales and its funding 
comes entirely from pub¬ 
lic donations. 

Shadow Minister for 
Health, Darren Millar 
AM, said: “Our air 
ambulance service does 
an incredible job and 
doesn’t get the credit it 
deserves. ” 


Leo to cook 
for Wales! 


THE BIG 
EVENT 

at The 
Bead Room 

3 WEEKS 
TOGO! 


dessert with a set budget 
of £8 in one and a half 
hours. 

Leo impressed the 
judges with his fish dish, 
featuring sustainable 
pollock, poached and 
skewered with lemon- 
grass, served on diced 
butternut squash with a 
white butter sauce and 
shallots. 

It was accompanied 
by shredded curly kale, 
lardons of bacon, mini 
carrot balls and a sprin¬ 
kling of pine nuts. 

Dessert comprised a 
tartlet filled with 
crushed, fresh raspber¬ 
ries with a lemon curd 
style topping and Italian 
meringue. 



ABOVE: Welsh winner Leo is set to 
compete in the UK finals in London. 


vueling 


FLY FROM CARDIFF 
TO BARCELONA 
ALICANTE 
OR PALMA! 


II 



II 


stop flying, start vueling 


Cardiff airport ■ 
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>la dikU] i Si*ice 


4 PICK IEUNTIESS ENERGY DRINK 


BOKTON WATER 8 PACK 

Buxton % 


DIGESTIVE TWIN PUCK 


tinu/: 


NORM £4.99 WAS £2.29 NORM £3.35 99P EACH OR 

£2.49 £1.00- £1.67 - 3 FOR £1 


.Vr^cf *^“ 3E 


ONLY ONLY BUY 1 GET 2 FREE WAS £9.58 

£6.99 . £2.29- £1.19 - £3.99 


Si 


KINGS Mill TASTY WttOLLMUl 
MED/TUCK BIEIlH 


GLACEAU WATER ALL VARIETIES 


tern* - 


EfIESI 2 LITRE WfELSI MILK 


r 


NORM £8.99 WAS £1.49 BUY 1 GIT 4 FREE ONLY 

£4.49. £1.00- £1.49- £1.00 


12 VK BOTTLES 


ECHO FALLS RED /WHITE /BOSE 


CHANTONETRED /WHITE/ROSE 


9 WAS £4.29 WAS £4.29 WAS £5. 

- £2.99 - £2. 




OFFER RONS FROM MONDAY 5th MARCH- SATIRIAY ITU MARCH 2012 
THESE OFFERS ARE FOR ALL FILCO STORES 

NO WHOLESALE LIMITED TO 2 DEALS PER CUSTOMER (01446) 792286 
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£1,120 donation 
for Dogs Trust 



Jenny McGlyne makes her donation 
to the Dogs Trust. 

LINDA FEAGEN at the Dogs Trust, 
Bridgend, was “very pleased” to receive a 
cheque for £1,120 from Jenny McGlyne, the 
ladies’ immediate past captain of Cottrell Park 
Golf Club. 

The Dogs Trust was chosen as the captain’s 
charity for last year and the money was raised 
from various events supported by the mem¬ 
bers throughout the year. 


Ty Hafan winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D712. 

# £2,000: 504852. 

# The rollover, which 
now stands at £5,500, 
was not won this week. 

# £10: 993509, 

812394, 593258, 190089, 
545858, 882971, 448924, 
628372, 583804, 255923, 
220146, 212018, 438711, 
152025, 357756, 433955, 
217655, 819120, 307084, 
522625. 

0 £ 5 : 297579, 557963, 
658246, 295789, 889810, 
891192, 951218, 424159, 
132760, 226104, 779180, 
335336, 735236, 504231, 
550201, 109252, 415550, 


999878, 410420, 696970, 
795236, 654631, 898072, 
878284, 315621, 426152, 
172172, 264830, 419446, 
672203, 400021, 588867, 
889784, 647821, 332280, 
539484, 620885, 426664, 
753725, 709025, 578817, 
847486, 442402, 551066, 
472376, 243561, 300400, 
642081, 521259, 618760, 
436560, 646266, 201733, 
271170, 785316, 647380, 
678802, 726708, 220956, 
389109. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information, 
please telephone 02920 
672062. 


Flying Vet’s appeal dismissed 
in harassment of doctor case 


VALE ‘Flying Vet’ 
Maurice Kirk has 
had his appeal 
against a conviction 
and jail sentence for 
harassing a leading 
forensic psychiatrist 
dismissed - after a 
two-day hearing at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Judge Philip Hughes, 
who sat with two magis¬ 
trates, said: “This appeal 
was without merit.” 

He ordered Mr Kirk, 
formerly of St Donats, 
currently residing in 
Brittany, to pay £650 
costs. 

Mr Kirk, 65, had been 
found guilty at Cardiff 
Magistrates’ Court last 
December of harassing 
Dr Tegwyn Williams. 

He was jailed for 18 
weeks, made subject to a 
restraining order and 
directed to pay £1,500 
costs. 

Gareth Evans, for the 
prosecution, said that Mr 
Kirk’s course of conduct 
against Dr Williams last¬ 
ed over four months. 

He said Mr Kirk con¬ 
tacted the Caswell Clinic, 
Bridgend, where Dr 
Williams was based, ask¬ 
ing for an up-to-date 
image of him. 

In Barry town centre, 
on Kirk’s Land Rover, he 
had a poster of Dr 
Williams and printed 
underneath were the 
words: “Wanted, dead or 
alive.” 

He sent Dr Williams 
such a poster to his work¬ 
place and he also visited 
Cardiff Central Police 
Station and handed in a 


similar poster. 

The poster was depict¬ 
ed on Mr Kirk’s website, 
and he also attempted to 
obtain Dr Williams’s 
home address when he 
went to the Plough and 
Harrow pub in 
Monknash, the court was 
told. 

Mr Evans said that Dr 
Williams had assessed 
Kirk psychiatrically and 
as a result, Kirk “adopted 
a negative view of that”. 

The court was told that 
Mr Kirk was arrested last 
September and said: “The 
sooner he is arrested for 
perverting the course of 
justice, the better.” 

At one stage as the 
case progressed, Kirk 
asked: “Are any of those 
involved members of a 
secret society?” 

He was repeatedly 
asked to sit down in the 
dock and when he 
became disruptive, was 
ordered to be taken to the 
cells. 

The case continued for 
an hour in his absence. 

Mr Kirk later sent a 
message to the court say¬ 
ing he wished to return. 

Dr Williams said that 
when he saw the posters, 
he became 

“Uncomfortable and anx¬ 
ious.” 

He said it had had an 
effect on his practice, and 
he had also heard of 
threats which made him 
concerned for his family. 

“I have assessed many 
people for the criminal 
justice system and I have 
never before had such a 
problem,” he said. 

Mr Kirk, he said, 
wrongly believed med¬ 
ical records were being 


REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


withheld from him. 

Dr Williams said that it 
was with reluctance that 
he went to the police. 

A witness, social 
worker Amanda Watkins, 
said that she was in the 
Plough and Harrow pub 
with her partner when Mr 
Kirk came in and offered 
£1,000 for the doctor’s 
address. 

“People thought he 
must have been drinking. 
He then increased the 
offer to £3,000,” she said. 

Mr Kirk told the court 
that the trial had had an 
effect on his private life, 
and he had 15 medical 
witnesses to call. 

“They will state there 
is nothing wrong with 
brain scans that have 
been taken of me,” he 
said. 

He asked the court to 
order that Dr Williams be 
arrested. 

Said the Judge: “The 
court has no power to do 
that. This court is con¬ 
cerned with your appeal.” 

Said Kirk: “You are 
the 11th judge accepting 
that his psychiatric 
reports are true.” 

He claimed they con¬ 
tained false information. 

“My life is now short. 
I’m 66 next week,” said 
Kirk. 

In evidence, he said: 
“I’ve had 20 years of con¬ 
spiracy in these courts 
I’ve had 20 years of it.” 


He added: “This is not 
the British system, it is 
the Cardiff system.” 

The judge repeatedly 
asked him to give evi¬ 
dence concerning specif¬ 
ic allegations against 
him. 

Mr Kirk responded by 
saying: “On 35 occa¬ 
sions, I’ve been made to 
produce my driving 
licence and insurance.” 

He said he’d spent 
many months living with 
what he described as: 
“trumped-up charges”. 

He said the system 
involved “an inherent 
culture of deceit.” 

The false evidence of 
the doctor, he said, had 
blighted his life and he 
wanted permission to call 
20 witnesses to show that 

Dr Williams was a “. 

liar.” 

He said “Tegwyn 
Williams should be in the 
dock for harassing me. I 
won’t let go of what’s 
going on.” 

He accepted his course 
of conduct against the 
doctor, but claimed it was 
legitimate. He added that 
he had complained about 
the doctor to the National 
Health Service and the 
General Medical Council. 

He said he made the 
cash offer in the pub for 
medical records, not the 
address of the doctor. 

At one point, he threw 
his spectacles into the 


well of court and shouted: 
“What am I here for?” 

He refused to return to 
the dock at one point, and 
was forcibly taken there 
by two security officers. 

In his judgement, the 
judge said everybody had 
made allowances for Mr 
Kirk’s “lengthy interjec¬ 
tions from the dock”. 

He said Mr Kirk 
wrongly believed there 
was a conspiracy to deny 


him a fair hearing. 

“He feels at a disad¬ 
vantage,” said the judge. 
He added: “We accept the 
evidence of the prosecu¬ 
tion witnesses and 
believe all the allegations 
proved.” 

He said the whole pat¬ 
tern of offending repre¬ 
sented a course of harass¬ 
ment against Dr 
Williams. 



SUMMER HOLM 
WORKSHOPS 
NOW BOOKING 


IfWllr* Arrt |cM«« 


Vfwstw «ir» Virviti! | 

2j*n Stagecoach 


Established nearly 
25 years ago, 
Stagecoach remains 
leader in children's 
performing arts 
education, with a 
global reputation. 

Local principals 
Helene and Rob 
Reynolds were 
recently presented 
with an award for 
'Outstanding Theatre 
Arts School'. 

Exciting weekly 
classes teach 
children to act, sing 
and dance in an 
environment where 
they thrive, building 
confidence and life 
skills. 

Those children who 
wish to pursue 
formal awards can 
take LAM DA exams, 
or 'Performance Arts 
Awards'. Students 
have recently 
performed at the 
Wales Millennium 
Centre, and Her 
Majesty's Theatre, 
London. 

In April, they will be 
in concert at St 
David's Hall in aid of 
Breast Cancer Care 
Cymru. 


The Bend Room 

*• 

Boxes &. Busts 
Presents 


Craft Storage Boxes 



Crifi S4onge Boin Galore 
A wide ftelcctioo available 
from juu (11.99 «%%• each 


ilcnet It Hutu 

L9i IM. If Vcik* Itml Eg. Imiiff 

VdiofOliiMqpm 11 rs; :m 

•>I*M ?dl>30 
hauartlxii utii 

Opening Hrs: Monday-Saturday 9am-4pm 



Difficulty Hearing? 

%9 H M D|“- 


At Scott Wroe Hearing you will 
find independent advice on the 
most suitable hearing aid for your 
specific needs. From basic models 
to the world’s most advanced, Sue 
and ScottWroe will provide a 
friendly and professional approach 
to your hearing difficulties. 

For more information or to arrange 
an appointment, please telephone 

02920 707760 

ScottWroe Hearing Centre, 
I Station Approach, 
Penarth, 

Vale of Glamorgan 
CF64 3EE 

(FREE PARKING OPPOSITE THE SHOP) 


1 All hearing aids come with a 30-day free trial 

> Full aftercare service included with every 
hearing aid 

> Stockist of the world’s finest hearing aids 

> Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 


Scott Wroe 

Wearjn? Centra 
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Medical centre staff 
celebrate first year 
in their new ‘home’ 



ABOVE: Staff at the Cardiff and Vale Medical Practice recently celebrated 
their first birthday - the one-year anniversary of moving into their new purpose-built 
home on the Broad Shoard, near Cowbridge Leisure Centre. The guest of honour 
was Dr Mellor (on left), who came along to cut the ribbon. It was, of course, her 
father, who originally started the medical practice in Cowbridge. 


Old Hall Bridge Club: February results 


RECENT results for Old Hall 
Bridge Club, Cowbridge were 
as follows: 


ond, Helen Barrie and Penny Jarvis. 

February 29: WBU St David’s Day 
Simultaneous Pairs Competition - 


February 1: First, Barbara First, John Beard and Deborah Davies; 


Easterbrook and Margaret Bancroft; 
second Glenda Roberts and Colin 
Easterbrook. February 8: First, 
Debbie Rosevear and Amy Owen; sec- 


second, Alan Lewis and Terry Evans. 

If you are looking to play a friendly 
game of bridge, why not join us? We 
meet on Wednesday evenings at 7pm. 


ond, Beth and Phil Forbes. February , r . , , . 

15: First, Vida Halford and Connie Vlsltors welcome, and if you need 


Clancy; second, Anne Hughes and 
John Edwards. February 22: First, 
Sara Bartlett and Ian Dunglinson; sec- 


a partner, contact Old Hall. All stan¬ 
dards of players are welcome; our club 
is quite small but very friendly. SB 


Labour chooses 
its Cowbridge 
candidates 



ABOVE: 

Labour hopefuls Alex Still and 
Camilla Beaven. 


LABOUR has 
selected its two 
candidates to con¬ 
test the 
Conservative 
fortress of 
Cowbridge at the 
council elections in 
May. 

Camilla Beaven lives 
in Cowbridge and is a 


PASTELS DEMO 

ON Thursday, March 15, the Cowbridge Art 
Society welcomes local artist Sue McDonagh, 
who will give a demonstration in pastels. 

Sue, who has a studio and small gallery in 
Cowbridge, is a demonstrator for Winsor and 
Newton, Unison Pastels, Staedtler and other compa¬ 
nies, and is well known for her entertaining and 
informative art demonstrations to societies all over 
the country. 

The society meets at the Old Hall, High Street, 
Cowbridge (7pm - 9pm) and visitors are welcome. 
For further details, see www.thecowbridgeartsoci- 
ety.com. 


researcher for Vale AM 
Jane Hutt. 

Alex Still lives in 
Craig Penllyn and works 
at the National 
Assembly for Wales. 

Camilla said: “I am 
very proud to be part of 
the Cowbridge commu¬ 
nity. 

“If elected, I would 
be an energetic and hard 
-working councillor, 
committed to seeking 
out, and bringing the 
views of the local com¬ 
munity into the coun¬ 
cil’s decision-making 
process.” 

Alex said: “I am 
delighted to have been 
selected to contest 
Cowbridge for Labour. 

“ If I'm elected, I will 
bring a fresh perspective 
to getting things done 
on behalf of local peo¬ 
ple.” 


Next step, access 
for the disabled? 


AS I approach the 
second half of my 
60s, I am increas¬ 
ingly drawn to rail 
rather than road 
travel, and one line 
I use, at least twice 
per week, is the 
Vale line from 
Barry to Bridgend 
and back. 

It’s a beautiful 30- 
minute ride, with sea 
views alternating with 
the wonderful Vale of 
Glamorgan countryside. 

There are several 
unique features to this 
20-mile line, not least 
the 16-arch masonry 
viaduct above Porthkerry 
Park with its fantastic 
view from the train. 

It is 110ft high and 
374 yards in length, 
standing between tun¬ 
nels of 73 yards and 545 
yards. 

How many passengers 
realise that the viaduct, 
after construction, 
encountered settlement 
problems so that a 
20mph speed limit, plus 
the employment of 
watchmen on a continu¬ 
ous basis, was ordered 
by Lt Colonel Yorke, of 
the Railway Inspectorate 
in 1897? 

He had grave misgiv¬ 
ings about the viaduct 
and only one month after 
minerals and passenger 
traffic started on the line 
(December 1897) in 
January 1898, one of the 
piers began to sink 
which caused immediate 


closure until 1900. 

A subsequent report 
made Col Yorke incan¬ 
descent because it 
revealed he had been 
misled during his inspec¬ 
tion. 

The trial bores had 
implied the foundations 
were on rock formations, 
whereas in fact several 
piers rested on clay. 

Quickly, a northerly 
‘shoo-fly’ diversion was 
used and as late as the 
1960s, one farmer was 
finding fishplates from 
te site of the diversion 
while ploughing. (See: 

A Regional History of 
the Railways of GB; 
Volume 12; South Wales 
- DSM Barrie). 

The restoration of 
passenger traffic serving 
Rhoose, Llantwit Major 
and Bridgend has been a 
great boon, not least to 
commuters, shoppers 
and Bridgend College, 
which draws a signficant 
number of students from 
all areas along the line, 
which would not have 
been possible until a few 
years ago. 

Now, if only there 
was disabled access, and 
easier passenger access 
at Barry Station in place 
of the footbridge and/or 
having to travel Barry 
Island to wait for the 
train to return, to alight 
on the platform, giving 
access out of the station 
and onto Broad Street, 
Barry. 

Christopher Short, 
Barry. 


REPLACEMENT DOOR & WORKTOP SPECIALISTS 


FREE 
FITTING 

limited offer 


A family business with vast experience in the replacement 
door and worktop market . Everything you require from the 
doors, to worktops and new appliances and sinks 



DOOR 

DOCTOR 

IfiSS W.&\ 


i 


01446 688018 • 01656 360027 

www.door-doctor.co.uk 


less cost 
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The GEM is proud to be an official partner of the 2012 National Eisteddfod in the Vale of Glamorgan 

Mae’r GEM yn falch o fod yn un o bartneriaid swyddogol Eisteddfod Genedlaethol Bro Morgannwg, 2012 


Tickets now on sale for the (Vale’s) Eisteddfod! 


T ickets for 

the Vale of 
Glamorgan 
National Eisteddfod 
have gone on sale on 
the Eisteddfod web¬ 
site and via the tick¬ 
etline - 0845 4090 
800. For the first 
time, people can 
choose their seat 
through the online 
system. 

Eisteddfod organiser, 
Hywel Wyn Edwards, 
said: “Eisteddfod tickets 
went on sale on March 1 


and the concert line-ups 
this year have proved 
popular immediately, 
with the Only Men Aloud 
concert on the opening 
night (August 3) and the 
Eisteddfod Choir concert 
on August 4, featuring 
the British premiere of 
Karl Jen ki ns’ new work 
Bards of Wales' 1 selling 
particularly well. 

“This is also the first 
chance to buy field 
admission for the day, or 
‘Maes’ tickets, and these 
are available at a reduced 
rate until July 1. The 


Full Independence Ltd 

Units 1 & 2 Adenfield Way, Rhoose, V0G, CF62 3EA 

FRUIT & VEG MARKET 

ALL THIS FOR APPROX £15 ... 

11b Tomatoes, 1 Iceburg Lettuce, 

Mixed Peppers, 1 Cucumber, Spring 
Onion, Button Mushrooms 500g, 

2kg Potatoes, 1 Primo Cabbage, 

1kg Carrots, 1kg Swede, 1kg Parsnips, 
1 kg Sprouts, 1 kg Onions, 1 Large 
Leek, 2 Fresh Garlic, 3 Granny Smith 
Apples, lib Bananas, 3 large Oranges. 
or pick and choose what you want. 
A small delivery charge will apply depending on where you live. 




three days for the price of 
two offer is also avail¬ 
able, as is the season 
ticket for this year’s festi¬ 
val, so there’s plenty of 
bargains available for 
Eisteddfodwyr of all 
ages.” 

The evening concert 
programme this year fea¬ 
tures a wealth of local 
talent from the Vale of 
Glamorgan, including 
opera singer Rebecca 
Evans from Penarth, who 
will be performing with 
the Eisteddfod Choir on 
Saturday, August 4. 

The Monday night 
concert celebrating 
Welsh folk singer, 
Dafydd Iwan, will fea¬ 
ture local singers Miriam 
and Greta Isaac from 
Cowbridge, and Cor 
Heol y March, a choir 
which includes children 
from across the Vale. 

The concert on 
Thursday, August 9, will 
be a celebration of one of 
Wales’s best-loved and 
versatile entertainers, 
Caryl Parry Jones. 
Although originally from 
north Wales, Caryl is 
now proud to call the 
Vale home having been a 
local resident for many 
years. 

Eisteddfod staff and 
volunteers have also 
been busy promoting the 
Eisteddfod across the 
Vale over the last few 


days with Dilys, the 
bright red camper van 
that will be used to pro¬ 
mote the Eisteddfod in 
the area. 

According to Hywel 
Wyn Edwards: “It is 
extremely important for 
us to get the message 
across that the 
Eisteddfod will be com¬ 
ing to the area and that 
we can offer something 
for all the family as well 
as letting local people 
know about the best 
deals available to those 
wishing to attend” 

“Last week, we visited 
Barry, Penarth, 

Cowbridge and Llantwit 
Major and were encour¬ 
aged by the response we 
received. Many thanks 
to all those who came out 
to meet us.” 

For further details 
about ticket offers and 
the evening concert pro¬ 
gramme contact the tick¬ 
et office on : 0845 40 90 
400; or visit the 
Eisteddfod web site at 
www.eisteddfod.org.uk. 

Learn Welsh 
with the 
Eisteddfod 

LEARN a Welsh phrase 
a week! For the next 
five months, the 
Eisteddfod will be run¬ 
ning a ‘Hwyl is fun’ 
campaign in conjunction 
with Bro Radio to help 


you learn a Welsh 
phrase every week. A 
phonetic transcription 
will help you visualise 
the sound. 

This week’s phrase 
is - Dwi eisiau dysgu 
Cymraeg’ (Dwee ish-eh 
duss-gee Come-ryeg) 
which means 

7 want to learn 
Welsh!’ 

If you do want to 
learn some Welsh, 
remember to follow us 
on Twitter: 

@MaesD_Steddfod or 
listen out for the phras¬ 
es on Bro Radio - or in 
the weekly Eisteddfod 
page here in The GEM. 

Tocynna 
u ar 
Werth 

MAE tocynnau 
Eisteddfod 
Genedlaethol Bro 
Morgannwg wedi 
mynd ar werth ar 
wefan yr Eisteddfod 
a thrwy’r llinell 
docynnau - 0845 
4090 800, ac am y tro 


cyntaf eleni, mae 
modd dewis eich 
union sedd drwy’r 
system ar-lein. 

Meddai Trefnydd yr 
Eisteddfod, Hywel Wyn 
Edwards: “Mae tocyn¬ 
nau’r Eisteddfod wedi 
bod ar werth ers Mawrth 
lafac mae hi eisoes yn 
brysur ar y ffonau ac ar- 
lein wrth i boblfynd ati i 
brynu tocynnau’n gyn- 
nar. Gyda chyngerdd 
agoriadol Only Men 
Aloud a Chyngerdd y 
Cor, bydd yn perfformio 
gwaith newydd Karl 
Jenkins, yn arbennig o 
boblogaidd”. 

“Dros y blynyddoedd 
diwethaf rydym wedi 
gweld mwy a mwy o 
Eisteddfodwyr yn troi at 
y we er mwyn prynu 
tocynnau, ac eleni, 
rydym yn cynnig 
gwasanaeth newydd ar y 
wefan. Mae modd dewis 
eich sedd eich hun am y 
tro cyntaf erioed. Yn y 
gorffennol, roedd y 
cyfrifiadur yn dewis y 
sedd orau ar gael ar y 
pryd i’r rheini a oedd yn 
prynu ar-lein, ond o hed- 
diw ymlaen, gallwch 
ddewis lie y byddwch yn 
eistedd. 

“Rwy’n siw"r y bydd 
pobl yn gwerthfawrogi’r 
cyfle i wneud hyn, ondfel 
arfer, mae croeso i 
unrhyw unjfonio’r llinell 
docynnau hefyd os ydyn 


nhw’n awyddus i siarad 
gyda rhywun wrth brynu 
tocyn, neu os nad oes 
mynediad i’r we. 

“Dyma’r cyfle cyntaf 
hefyd i brynu tocynnau 
Maes i’r Brifwyl eleni, ac 
mae’r rhain ar gael am 
bris gostyngol ar hyn o 
bryd a than 1 Gorffennaf 
Mae’r cynllun tridiau ar 
y Maes am bris deuddydd 
hefyd ar gael rw~an, 
ynghyd a’r tocyn wyth- 
nos, ac mae’r cyfan oil 
yn cynnig bargen arben¬ 
nig i Eisteddfodwyr o 
bob oed. ” 

Mae’r cyngherddau 
eleni yn cynnwys nifer o 
berfformwyr lleol o Fro 
Morgannwg gan gyn- 
nwys y gantores Opera o 
Benarth Rebecca Evans 
fydd yn perfformio gyda 
Chor yr Eisteddfod ar 
nos Sadwrn, Awst 4. 
Ymhlith y perfformwyr 
yng nghyngerdd Dafydd 
Iwan ar y nos Lun fydd 
Miriam a Greta Isaac o ’r 
Bontfaen a Chor Heol y 
March, cor lleol sydd yn 
cynnwys plant o bob 
cwr o Fro Morgannwg. 

Mi fydd cyngerdd nos 
Iau, Awst 9 yn ddathliad 
o un o berfformwyr 
mwyaf amryddawn 
Cymru, Caryl Parry 
Jones. Er yn enedigol o 
Ogledd Cymru mae 
Caryl erbyn hyn yn falch 
o alw Bro Morgannwg ac 
wedi ymgartrefu yn yr 


ardal ers blynyddoedd. 

Mae staff a gwirfod- 
dolwyr yr Eisteddfod 
hefyd wedi bod yn brysur 
yn hyrwyddo ’r 

Eisteddfod wrth ymweld 
a gwahanol ardaloedd 
gyda Dilys, sef y camper 
fan goch fydd yr 
Eisteddfod yn defnyddio 
dros y misoedd nesaf i 
hyrwyddo ’r Eisteddfod. 

Yn 61 Hywel Wyn 
Edwards: “Mae’n 

bwysig iawn i ni i hyr¬ 
wyddo’r ffaith fod yr 
Eisteddfod yn dod i’r Fro 
a bod yr Eisteddfod yn 
cynnig rhywbeth at bob 
aelod o ’r teulu yn ogystal 
a rhoi gwybod i drigolion 
y Fro am y cynigion 
arbennig sydd ar gael o 
ran tocynnau i’r rhai 
sydd eisiau dod i’r 
Eisteddfod”. 

“Wythnos diwethaf bu 
Dilys yn ymweld ag 
ardaloedd Barri, 

Penarth, Y Bontfaen a 
Llanilltud Fawr le bu’r 
croeso a’r brwdfrydedd 
yn dwymgalon. Diolch 
yn fawr i bawb a daeth i 
gwrdd a ni. ” 

Am wybodaeth bellach 
am gynigion tocynnau 
a’r rhaglen cyngherddau 
cysylltwch a’r Swyddfa 
docynnau ar : 0845 40 
90 400 neu ewch i wefan 
yr Eisteddfod 
www. eisteddfod, org. uk. 

SIONED 

EDWARDS 



You are invited to the 

Barry Sixth Form 

Information Evening 

for prospective Sixth Form students 

Find out more on 



Thursday 15th March 

at Barry Comprehensive School 


from 6PM to 8PM 



We offer over 40 different subjects 
at AS/A2, BTEC.WBQ 
& Principal Learning, the 
highest number in the locality. 
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SPRING PROPERTY 
AUCTION 

WEDNESDAY 21st MARCH 2012, 7pm at 
THE BEAR HOTEL, COWBRIDGE 

Residential, Commercial & Agricultural 
properties of interest to farmers, 
horse owners, developers & investors. 

View auction properties at 
www.brinsons.co.uk 

sales@brinsonsfairfax.co.uk 01446 771777 
75 High Stieet, Cowbridge, CF71 7AF 


(J3SBI RURAL PROFILE 

Seasonal Country and Farming Update 


Fund aims to help 
farmers diversify 



For people who only 
want the best for their pets! 

Full range of equine, poultry, 
pigeon, K9 and small animal feed 
and accessories. 

Loyalty Card Scheme. 
Delivery Service Available. 

We are a collection point 
for Horse Rug Wash 

23 Freemans Parc 
(next door to Wickes) 
Penarth Road, Cardiff CFll 8EQ 

Tel. 02920 343415 _ 

email: thefeedshop@btconnect.com ▼ 
www.the-feed-shop.co.uk i " J 


EDWARDS 

MACHINERY ITS 

__ , 


r 

BRAND NEW MACHINERY 
USED MACHINERY AND TRACTORS 
PARTS AND CONSUMABLES FOR ALL MAKES 
SERVICING AND REPAIRS CARRIED OUT 

Come and see our conveniently located site 
and fully stocked stores at: 

Unit 2, Main Avenue, 

Brackla Industrial Estate, 
Bridgend, CF31 2AL 

Tel 01656 664155 Mob 07855 301107 
Email info@edwardsmachinery.co.uk 
www.edwardsmachinery.co.uk 


Now main 
dealers for 



R ural 

Development 
funding for 
farmers in the Vale, 
aimed at farm 
diversification proj¬ 
ects, is being pro¬ 
moted by NFU 
Cymru for those 
seeking to find 
alternative income 
streams in the 
future. 

The aim of the ‘Pride 
in our Farming 
Families’ grant scheme 
is to allow farmers in 
rural areas of the Vale to 
have the opportunity to 
invest in new initiatives 
on their farm. 

Nia Hollins of 
Creative Rural 
Communities (CRC), 
who attended the 
Glamorgan NFU Cymru 
county meeting at the 
Bear Hotel in 
Cowbridge, said: “The 
Creative Rural 
Communities partner¬ 
ship developed this 
scheme in the hope that 
the investment will sup¬ 
port our farming com¬ 
munity to become more 
sustainable in the long 
term and help keep the 
skills of the farming 
household within their 
own business. 

“Funding of up to 
£40,000, or 70 per cent 
of the total project cost, 
whichever is lowest, is 
available to farmers set¬ 
ting up a non-agricultur- 
al diversification proj¬ 
ect.” 


Andrew Edwards, 
NFU Cymru Glamorgan 
County chairman said, 
“This budget is only 
allocated until 
December 2013, so any¬ 
one thinking about a 
diversification project 
should most definitely 
explore this avenue for 
funding. 

“This is money which 


has been deducted on a 
compulsory basis from 
farmers through a 
deduction from their 
direct support, so I 
encourage everyone to 
look at what funding is 
available from county 
councils throughout 
Wales, to see if this 
money can be recovered 
in order to be regenerat¬ 


ed within the rural econ¬ 
omy through on farm 
diversification projects.” 

Anyone wishing to 
discuss prospective proj¬ 
ects can contact Nia 
Hollins on 01446 
775388 or email: 
nhollins @ valeofglamor- 
gan.gov.uk 


DOG 

GROOMING 

All Breeds Shampooed 
and Groomed 

Collection and Delivery 
Personal Service Guaranteed 

Jenny Gorwill 

Home visits upon request 
3 Grove Road 

LLANDOW, Cowbridge 

Tel. 01656 890249 


Septic tank registration 
reminder issued for Wales 


E nvironment Agency 
Wales is reminding peo¬ 
ple in Wales to register 
their septic tanks or small 
package treatment plants as 
soon as possible. 

The agency is sending letters and 
registration forms to more than 
70,000 people who are believed to 
have septic tanks, to make the reg¬ 
istration process as simple as possi¬ 
ble. 

An agency spokeswoman said: 


“There is strong evidence that 
poorly maintained septic tanks are 
contributing to poor water quality 
in rivers, lakes and coastal waters 
and there is also a danger that pol¬ 
lution from septic tanks could con¬ 
taminate private water supplies 
from wells, boreholes and springs. 

“Knowing the location of septic 
tanks will help agency officers 
check for any poorly maintained 
septic tanks that could be the cause 
of pollution in the area.” 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 16) 
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ftripr h; aiiripGorv, a of nur («(h will K*vt» h***»r v*1 
checked, itv* roc hipped, neulered* ond vaccinated 
We also prowde four weeks* free insurance* * qivnq 

Yfcjiujtjlc peace cl mind and reasuraoce. 

T 016)4 724 3*6 
E. brldQcndOcats.org.uk 
IM: www brvdgend.cat* org uk 




SMILES ALL 

Mil Wit 


>11 f*»( 

v dn^Nc 


>z tow rat lor i (rad 
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Terms & Conditions apply. Available only in-store at partici¬ 
pating Honda Authorised Dealers until 02 June 2012. £75 
Cashback offer applies to selected HRG models. £100 
Cashback offer applies to selected HRX, HRH, HRD and HRS 
models. Subject to availability. Visit www.honda.co.uk/smile for 
full details.*7 year warranty applies to domestic use of Core 
range models, subject to following the service schedule. 


T: 01446 771660 M: 07854 125404 

Unit 10a, Vale Business Park, (Between Cowbridge & Liantwit Major) www.richardcouzens.co.uk 




Equestrian 
Arena 

Construction & 
Maintenance 

Vowles Landscaping & Grounds Maintenance 

Now installing Horse Arenas, Lunging 
Pens, Paddocks, Menage, Stables, 
Field Shelters, Tack Rooms. 

Repair and maintenance service available: 

Stables, fences, gates, kickboards, 
damaged riding surfaces (membrane) etc. 
Concrete repairs to steps/yard area. 

Excellent References & Portfolio 

Lee 07538 402416 or Andrew 07999 885322 
Email: lee @ vowleslandscaping.co.uk 


Horse Rugwash 
Company 

Your rugs can be taken to 
a local collection point: 

• Arthur John & Co., Cowbridge 

• Zoars, Neath 

• The Feed Shop, Penarth Road, 
Cardiff 

• 5 mgs or more collected 
from your stables 

Please telephone Den or Ros Palmer 

01454 413023 
or 07710 367734 


HAVE YOU REGISTERED 
YOUR SEPTIC TANK/ 
CESSPIT WITH THE 
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY? 

Does your system meet 
Government standards? 
Do you have concerns? 


can help! 

Floyds Environmental 
of Bridgend provide: 

* A complete health check of your system. 

* Confidential advice on any problems. 

* Competitive rates on repairs. 

* Servicing of the system. 

* Emptying. 

* Registration on your behalf. 


Original deadline for registration has now 
been extended to the 30th June 2012 

DO NOT IGNORE IT 


• Package sewage treatment systems need 
yearly inspections/maintenance. 

• Any tank (e.g. septic tank) will need regular 
emptying to meet on-going EA requirements. 

Whether you need confirmation that your 
waste system is working, or if you need to 
empty, improve or renew your system, Floyds 
Environmental provide a confidential and 
professional service to meet your needs. 

07970 809096 
01656 722665 

Email: floyds@homecall.co.uk 
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First 20 to 
register an inter©* 
receive a free P*® U * 1 
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CALLING ALL BUDDING FOOD GROWERS! 

NEGES I BAWB^SYDD A blDDORDEB 
MEWN DECHRAU TYFU BWYD! 


» ww w a w w un 


CREATIVE RURAL COMMUNITIES. TIIE HU 
OF GLAMORGAN S RURAL REGENERATION 
ITS ILLATIVE HAS LAUNCHED A PIONEERING 
NEW PROJECT TO SUPPORT COMMUNITIES IN 
THE RURAL VALE TO GROW FOOD. 


om support 


Bringing together LiriLimvnen And load peupk* 
to identify suitable growing 

Helping >riu to identify (he moat Aittabie growing model. 

Pro* iding yxm &cte& to legal and technical adv ice. 

H;ukE on suppmt to l**lp wu grow food. 

Access* a range ultoofe to support 
tout prnjert. 



Financed support to get your project up And runmi^j, 

Helping you to &upp{y surplus produce within 
wur rnmjtuinrty. 

Support* framing links with nther romrminity 
groulitg pnijK^ 


* 

1 

£ 


/ 


MAE CYMTJNEDAU GWLEDIG CREADIGOL 
MENTER ADFYWIO GWLEOIG BUO 
MORGANNWG WED1LANSIOPROS1ECT 
A R LOESOLIGYNORTHWTO CYMUNEDAD YN 
ARDALOEDD GWLEDIG Y FRO IDYFU BWYD. 

Y CYMOftTM A AQDDWH 

Dud £ plttrchnogiun tir a phobl led at ei gU>dd 
i nodi nmnnau tyfu addav 

FVh cynratbuTn i nadir model tyfli nmr.il Jidda* 

Daipani cyfteoedd i chi gad cyngwr cyhdthid a theehnogol 

Cvmotth ymarterol Ich helpu I ctyth bwyd. 

Amrywineth o dec^yrmau ac ofler ar gad 
i‘w ATnrddin i gofrii^i etch praskxl 

Cymnith urionnol ich rynorthwyn i gyrhwyn pich prrvaort 

FVh cyTwthwrn i gyflemn rynpyrrh yrhwanegnl 
i angon o Icwn ekh eyinuned. 

FVh cvnrathwyD i sefytllu cyvvUliadau a 
phrnoectaii tyfii rynuinodd oniilL 




IF YOU ARE A BUDDING COMMUNITY FOOOIE OR A LANDOWNER THAT WANTS TO EXPLORE 
GROWING OPPORTUNITIES IN THE RURAL VALE PLEASE CALL ♦ OS OES GENNYCH DDIDDORDEB MEWN 
TYFU BWYD YN Y GYMUNED NEU OS YDYCH YN BERCHENNOG TIR AC EISIAU YSTYRIED CYFLEOEDO I 

DYFU YN ARDALOEDD GWLEDIG Y FRO, FFONIWCH 

01446 704835 foodiem valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
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I GEM RURAL IP^OlMLS 

Seasonal Country and Farming Update 





OiWWales 

Olew dros Gymru 


Backing Wales for the Grand Slam 

ProAidi 

* Hfattry o*l planned dfivffy 
turvKv availibk with int«m! ® 

fref bwJfM accounts _ / 

• Bel •r Svrvitiit{ and 

Mi.rtrnancf 


New lik n| kcrutcnc lt««lin| 
o*l o«xft*r$ online 

Pic aw vinl ww«.od4wdrt.io.uk 


cm.-02920 674910 
.'~~'t~OI267 275777 
^hh^0I646 40040S 


enjoy your 5 a day with 
a Riverford vegbox 


Local Office 
Tel: 01639 772846 


looting *oc an cnvironmontslfy friendly rodent 
control tervic* for your tUtilm, y.miwr canlrw, 
factory, farm or sm>N holding* Our wonting cats are 
ju(( Mditrig to pounce* on the right oppotlbnityl 


T 01656 724 396 
E. btid9umluiiilk.0rg uk 
W www bndgend cats ocg ufc 


Septic tank reminders 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14) 

She continued: “In response to some concerns 
raised by members of the pubbe, the agency would 
bke to clarify that anyone who is unaware of the 
requirement will always be given the opportunity to 
register or obtain a permit. 

“If people do not take this opportunity, enforce¬ 
ment action would be considered but the agency’s 


Arthur John & Co 


_4_ 

SPILIERS 


A WIDE RANGE OF 
Horse Feeds, Dog and Cat Food, 
Horse/Pet Wormers and 
Frontline Pet Flea Control 
NOW IN STOCK 

DODSON 
& 

HORREL 

Competitive prices for Wood Shavings 
PLUS Fencing, gates and general 
maintenance products 

NAF and TRM nutritional feeds and 
most makes of Horse Feed available 
plus SHIRES Equestrian Sundries. 
JOULES Clothing stockist. 

Local delivery 


Farm Shop, North Road, Cowbridge 
01446 772229 
www.arthurjohn.co.uk 


Brian & Mike 
Hughes Farriers 

Fully registered 

Established 
36 years by family 
run professionals 

Special care 
for laminities cases 

Call Pencoed (01656) 865012 

The ‘Horsepower’ Specialists! 


first priority would be to get them registered.” 

In Wales, for the majority of people, registration is 
a simple process, free of charge and a one-off 
requirement. 

Single properties with up to nine occupants should 
be able to register for free. 

However, in some cases (less than 3 per cent of 
septic tanks in Wales) where a household has a larger 
septic tank or where a septic tank discharges within a 
sensitive area, a permit will be required. This is 
specified by the environmental regulations and there 
may be a one-off £125 charge. 

Chris Mills, the director of Environment Agency 
Wales, said: “We are alerting people now to give 
them the time they need to complete the forms they 
will receive shortly. Alternatively, they can register 
through our website. 

“The majority of people will only need to fill in 
and return the form we send them to be registered. 

“Following that, all we want is for people to main¬ 
tain their septic tanks to a good standard to avoid any 
unintentional pollution.” 

To register online, go to www. environment- 
agency, gov.uk/sewagedischarge or call 03708 506 
506 to request a form. 


_ * i 


Pick up a 
GREAT DEAL 

5H Series 

Loade 

Package 


36x12 Reverse Power 
Shuttle 

3 Speed Powersoft 
40kph, 

True 4 wheel braking, 
4350kg Lift capacity, 
Mechanical Lower link 
sensing, 
Telescopic hitch, 
Independent hydraulic 
PTO, 

102” Overall height 
& 

British Perkins 
Engine. 

0% FINANCE PACKAGES AVAILABLE 


4^ Your Local Dealer: 

JD GRIFFITHS m 

Manufacture, Repair & Sale of Agricultural Machinery 
Drope Farm Workshop, St George-Super-Ely, Nr CARDIFF, CF5 6ET 

TEL: 01446 760867 


barry-today.co.uk 

cowbridge-todayco.uk 

llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

porthcawl-todayco.uk 

bridgend-todayco.uk 


SPECIALISTS IN: 

WELL, BOREHOLE PUMPS, 
DRILLING & DIVINING 
FILTRATION SYSTEMS - 
pH, UV, IRON. 

MANGANESE REMOVAL, NITRATE, 
LIMESCALE HARNESS 

• Complete Borehole Water Systems 

• Rainwater Harvesting 

• Sewage Systems & Treatment 

• MCS Accredited Installers and Suppliers 
of Solar PV 

•Tanks from 300 gallons to 10,000 gallons 

• Dirty Water Systems 

• Irrigators 

• Parlour Washdown Systems 

• Solar for Dairy Hot Water Systems 

PRICE AND SERVICE OUR PRIORITY 

Tel: 01994 448310; Fax: 01994 448693 

allpumpservices@btconnect.com 

www.allpumpservices.co.uk 


LISTENING : NEGOTIATING : REPRESENTING 

The INDEPENDENT VOICE of Welsh Farmers 

Hfl FARMERS' UNION W| 
WJ OF WALES m 


FUW INSURANCE 

Your local rural broker 

Nia James Jones 01446 781149 07710 942082 

Sam Evans 07880 719924 

The Farmers' Union of Wales is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authorityin 
respect of insurance mediation under Registration No. 308935 



Britain* 
Leading Trailer 
Manufacturer 


Ifor WllliM* Traitor* off** th* 


wktoil range of trfflers from Tippers to 
Lrreetock Traitor* w4 Horaeboi 
traitor* to Car Tr*n*port*c» _ 






CRYMYCH: 01239 831733 
WHITLAND: 01994 240644 
L LAN DOW: 01446 775602 


www.riverlea.co.uk 



MAES GLAS 


VETERINARY GROUP 


The Maes Glas 
Veterinary Team 
care for pets, 
horses and farm 
animals 24 hours 


a day, every day, 
365 days a year. 


Branches in: 

BRIDGEND 01656 652751 
BARRY 01446 742800 
PORTHCAWL 01656 782345 
PENCOED 01656 862490 
LLANTRISANT 01443 220580 



www.maesglasveterinarygroup.co.uk 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Women’s Day 

INTERNATIONAL 
Women’s Day is being 
celebrated with open 
discussions on various 
topics, poems and 
songs today 
(Thursday, March 8) 
at The Ship Inn, Barry 
from 7pm-9pm. Cost 
£1 (includes snacks). 
Contact womenstime- 
out@ymail.com or 
telephone 07955 
591093. 

Friends meet 

THE meeting of the 
Friends of Merthyr 
Dyfan Cemetery, 
Barry, will be held on 
Friday, March 9 at 
7pm, in Barry Town 
Council Offices, 
Gladstone Road, 

Barry. 

Following the candle 
lighting event on 
Christmas Eve, when 
visitors donated £250, 
the Friends now have 
around £1,000 available 
to spend on work in the 
cemetery. 

Why not come along 
with your ideas to 
improve this beautiful 
Victorian cemetery? 

The next candle light¬ 
ing event will again be 
in the chapel on 
Mother’s Day, Sunday, 
March 18 from 10am 


3pm. NH 

Vale AM’s 
surgery 
THE Vale of 
Glamorgan AM, Jane 
Hutt, will be holding a 
surgery on Saturday, 
March 10 at Barry 
Citizens’ Advice 
Bureau, 119 Broad 
Street, from 10am to 
12 noon. No appoint¬ 
ment necessary. 

Tory choice 

COUNS Katherine 
Kemp and Marguerita 
Wright have been 
selected by the Welsh 
Conservatives to con¬ 
test Dyfan ward at the 
forthcoming local elec¬ 
tions in May. Both 
have represented the 
Barry ward on the 
Vale Council since 
2008. 

They will be holding 
an advice surgery at 
Highlight Park commu¬ 
nity centre this Saturday 
(March 10) between 
10am-11 am; no appoint¬ 
ments are necessary. 

Spiritualist 

meetings 

CADOXTON 
Christian Spiritualist 
Church, Kenilworth 
Road, is having a ‘Day 
of Readings’ on 
Saturday, March 10 


Our firstfor 2012! 

CRAFT FAIR 

Saturday 10th March, 10.30am-4.30pm 

Old Hall, Cowbridge 
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OCEAN LOUNGE 


☆ 


PORTHKERRY 

WE ARE NOW OPEN: 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT 
& DAYTIME SUNDAYS 




LIVE RUGBY SHOWN 
ON BIG SCREEN: 

Saturday 10th March 

Wales v Italy 


Every Saturday 
plus Bingo 


Saturday, 10th March 

David Grace 

(Male Vocalist) 

FREE ENTRY - Starts 9pm 

Saturday, 17th March 

Jeff Scott 

(Male Vocalist) 

FREE ENTRY - Starts 9pm 

CAR BOOT SALE 

Starting Sunday 18th March 
EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm 

To find us - click directions@ 

www.firejoust.com 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


from 10-3pm. 

On March 16, there 
will be a special 
evening of clairvoyance 
with Bernie Scott from 
Bristol. Contact 01446 
746670 for full details. 

Church 

re-opening 

THIS Sunday, March 
11 at 10.15am, the 
Right Reverend David 
Wilbourne, Assistant 
Bishop of Llandaff, 
will lead celebrations 
to re-open the Barry 
Church of Merthyr 
Dyfan, after months of 
repairs and restora¬ 
tion. 

Everyone welcome, 
in particular residents 
and children of the 
Colcot estate. 

History talk 

AT the next meeting 
of Dinas Powys Local 
History Society on 
March 13 at 7.30pm 
in Kynance Hall, 
there will be an illus¬ 
trated lecture by 
David Maddox on 
The Tonypandy 
Riots. 

An adminstration fee 
of £2 will be charged at 
the door for non-mem¬ 
bers, and £1.50 for 
members. 

All welcome. 
Enquiries to Jeff Childs 
(02920 513615). 
Mayor’s coffee 

THE Mayor of the 
Vale’s charity coffee 
morning in the 
Corporate Site, Civic 


Office, Holton Road, 
Barry, on Tuesday, 
March 13 from 
10.30am to 12 noon, 
will be in aid of the 
British Red Cross. 

UN goals 

DO you know what 
the UN’s 8 
Millennium 
Development Goals 
are? Do you know 
how we are doing, 12 
years on? 

The Social Justice 
co mmi ttee of Penarth 
and District Cytun 
(Churches Together) is 
holding a public meet¬ 
ing on Thursday, March 
15 in All Saints Lesser 
Hall, Victoria Square, at 
which Dr John Weaver 
will be speaking on the 
topic of ‘The Christian 
Response to Millennium 
Goals’. 

Doors open at 7pm 
for a 7.30pm start; 
admission free. Come 
along for a glass of 
wine or a cup of coffee 
and find out more - all 
are welcome. 

Chorale 
concert 
THE St Donat’s 
Atlantic Chorale - a 
60-strong mixed voice 
community choir will 
appear at 7.30pm on 
Saturday, March 17 
at Holy Cross 
Church, Cowbridge. 

The choir will 
include music from 
Messiah to Simon and 
Garfunkel - a choral 
tapestry for springtime. 

Tickets £8, available 


Ty Hafan plea 


LOCAL residents 
are being urged to 
take their unwant¬ 
ed clothing and 
household items to 
their nearest Ty 
Hafan hospice 
shop. 

“Ty Hafan relies 
entirely on the generosi¬ 
ty of local people in 
bringing their donations 
to the shops,” explained 
Justin Horton, the chari¬ 
ty’s retail general man¬ 
ager. 

“We’re seeing fewer 
donations coming in 
each week and that’s a 
real threat to our ability 


to raise money for life 
limited children, young 
people and their families 
in Wales. 

“All money raised by 
the Ty Hafan’s 20 shops 
make a contribution 
towards helping to pro¬ 
vide comfort care and 
support for life-limited 
children, young people 
and their families.” 

You can find your 
nearest Ty Hafan shop 
by visiting 
www.tyhafan.org. 
Donations can also be 
taken to Ty Hafan’s 
donation station which 
is located at the Ty 
Verlon Industrial Estate 
in Barry. 
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direct from choir mem¬ 
bers, via St Donats Arts 
Centre on 01446 
799100, or online at 
www.stdonats.com. 

At 6.30pm on 
Sunday, June 24 in 
Bradenstoke Hall, St 
Donats Castle, music 
and stories for midsum¬ 
mer, features St Donats 
Atlantic Chorale. 

Big Breakfast 

THE annual Big 
Breakfast and table 
top sale will be in All 
Saints Church Hall, 
Penarth, on 
Saturday, March 17 
from 9.30am until 12 
noon. 

Enjoy a sociable 
breakfast and browse 
round the stalls. 

Barnardo’s 

eggs 

PARK Independent 
Funeral Directors are 
calling on residents to 
help build a Easter 
egg mountain for 
Barnardo’s Cymru. 

Easter eggs can be 
handed to Lyndsay at 
the office in Tynewydd 
Road. 


Spring concert in Dinas 


DINAS Powys 
Orchestra are per¬ 
forming a spring 
concert in the Parish 
Hall on Sunday, 
March 25 at 
7.30pm, consisting 
of Shostakovich’s 
‘Cello Concerto 
No. V. 

Ben Tarlton, son of 
musical director Antony, 
is returning to play with 
the orchestra and has 
played the cello since he 
was five. 

The programme will 
open with Symphony No. 
93 by Haydn and will 
close with Symphony 
No. 38 ‘The Prague’ by 
Mozart. 

Tickets are £6 (£3 age 
twelve and under), and 
are available at the door 
on the night or from 
Dinas Powys Post Office 
on Station Road; Murch 
Sub Post Office, Dinas 
Powys and the Clerk, 
Dinas Powys Parish 
Hall. Call 029 20704195 
for more information. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats - 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered & microchipped 

Tel: (01656) 737827 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 


NATIONAL HUNT HORSE RACING 

Ystrad Taf Fechan 

POINT TO POINT 

at Uplands Farm, YSTRADOWEN, Cowbridge 

Saturday, 14th April - 1st Race 2.00 pm 

Pleased to host the 

AREA FEATURE 
PLACE 

£1,000 prize money and the 
AGA Ladies Open Qualifying Race 

Enquiries: Call Leanne 07890 373340 
Shaunna 07737 532509 or mi 07802 799131 

(Come and enjoy a family day out at the races) 
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Another great 

GEM 

reader competition 


THE FORCE IS COMING TO 
THE LEGOLAND® WINDSOR 
RESORT MARCH 2012 


3 Sets of 4 Tickets To Win! 

March 2012 will see the opening of the 
LEGO® Star Wars™ Miniland Experience at 
the LEGOLAND® Windsor Resort. 

The new indoor fully themed LEGO® Star Wars™ 

Miniland Experience will painstakingly recreate seven 
of the most famous scenes - six from the beloved Star 
Wars™ films and one from the smash hit animated 
series: Star Wars: The Clone Wars™, using around 1.5 
million LEGO® bricks. 

Planned in close consultation with Lucasfilm Ltd, the 
LEGO® Star Wars™ Miniland Experience will follow a 
chronological path through the Star Wars™ timeline 
and feature around 2,000 LEGO® models in 1:20 scale 
from the planets Naboo, Geonosis, Kashyyk, Mustafar, 

Tatooine, Hoth, Endor and Christophsis. Created by 
dozens of model designers and builders, landscapers, 
animation electricians and technicians, the area will 
also feature authentic Star Wars™ sounds, actions and 
lighting effects further immersing visitors into the Star 
Wars™ saga and bringing the experience to life. 

The LEGO® Star Wars™ Miniland Experience will be 
located in the centre of the Resort, which is set in 150 
acres of beautiful parkland. The park features 55+ 
interactive rides, live shows, building workshops, driv¬ 
ing schools and attractions and a LEGOLAND themed 
hotel which is opening in March 2012. 

Find out more at www.legoland.co.uk 

(There are 4 tickets in each set which can be used by adult or child). These tickets will be valid from 16th March to 5thNovember 
2012 and will be sent out by LEGOLAND Windsor on receipt of winners' details Tickets are worth approx £140 per set. 

!" For your chance to win one of these fabulous prizes, simply answer the following question: 1 

Who was the villain in Star Wars? a) Darth Vader; b) Darth Trader; c) Garth Vader \ 

I Send your answers on a sealed envelope or a postcard (no e-mail entries accepted) to: I 

GEM (LEGO Competition), 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge, CF71 7EL. 

I Closing date: Friday, March 16th 2012. Please remember to include a telephone number, i 

I Normal competition mles apply. The judges decision is final. No correspondence will be entered into. There is no cash alternative. I 

Star Wars and all characters, names and related indicia are © 2012 Lucasfilm Ltd. and TM. All rights reserved. LEGO®, the LEGO logo, 
the Brick configuration, the Minifigure and LEGOLAND are trademarks of the LEGO® Group. © 2012 The LEGO Group. 
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MEALS SERVED EVERY DAY 

Monday - Thursday: 

12 noon - 9pm last orders 
Friday - Saturday: 

12 noon - 9.30pm last orders 
Food served til 8pm on Sunday 


OPEN FOR BREAKFASTS 

Monday - Saturday from 9am 


OVER 60’s SPECIAL MENU 

Monday - Saturday: 12 noon - 3pm 

Just a small example: Hand Battered Cod, 

Ham, Egg & Chips, 6oz Gammon Steak, 

Steak & Ale Pie, Scampi, Liver & Onions - Plus many more! 



TRADITIONAL SUNDAY ROAST 

plus Normal Menu - Served every Sunday 12 noon - 8pm 


SIX NATIONS RUGBY 

ALL MATCHES SHOWN UVE 

Free food at halftime during Welsh matches 


Saturday 17th March: 

HANNAH CRANE Female Vocalist from 9pm 


NOW TAKING BOOKINGS 
FOR MOTHERS’ DAY 
Sunday 18th March 


Minibus service available for diners - phone for details 
* Free Transport to & from Rhoose village available 
Nurston, Nr. Rhoose-Tel. 01446 710205/07596 630057 
Email waynemor@hotmail.co.uk 
www.highwayman-pub.com 
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Book Now For 
Mothers Day 

Vimtiv I kh Hanti Ml 1 



Easter Karaoke 
& Disco 

Saturday hh April 2012 


Easter Treasure Hunt^ 

P Mondor 9th April tO 12 <• 

Starts 2prr\ Tickets LS per car - Cosh RflQ 
and outdoor entertarment 


2 MAIN COURSES 
FOR ONLY £10 


{SHKted Menu) 
Available Tuesday—Saturday 
Lunrhhm#« A Evrmivp 
Only with this voucher 
Valid urrOl 7th Apr* 201 2 
jlntM 4 A*Mr . 1 


Pub Quiz 

Tho fin* Monday of EVERY Mont h 

£2 per penan, Frtt Curry & Chip* 
Cash hue* $ torn 8pm 
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Find us on 
Facebook 

SitbaJhpanmarV 


Perfectly locnod in the Villi^e of Permirk. onty 2 
minutes drive from Cardiff Airport Sat Nav: CF62 3BP 

To Book - Call Us: 01446 710229 


Ideal time to 
take mum 
out on her 
special day 

....and there's 
plenty of choice! 


T here are 

just 10 
days to go 
until Mothering 
Sunday, which is 
on March 18 this 
year, so there is 
ample time to 
plan a family get- 

tOgether. 

The stresses and 
strains of modern day 
life can mean we 
sometimes struggle to 
see loved ones as 
much as we would 
like to. 

But there are cer¬ 
tain days in the year - 
Mothers’ Day, 
Fathers’ Day and 
Christmas Day - 
when everyone should 
make that extra 
effort. 

Barring the obsta¬ 
cle of long distances 
or different countries, 
there is no excuse not 
to take your mother 
out for lunch, or per¬ 
haps an evening meal, 
on March 18. 

The Vale and 
Bridgend can boast 
an array of high- 
quality restaurants 
and picturesque pub¬ 
lic houses that more 
than fit the bill. 

If you don’t act 
now and book a table, 


you could be one of 
the people hosting 
your mother at home, 
when you would 
rather a restaurant 
take the strain and 
prepare the meal. 

Many years ago, I 
lived in a village out 
in the country. 

It was a tight-knit 
community and I 
spent almost as much 
time in the home of 
my closest friend as I 
did in my own home. 

My friend and his 
mother were always 
so welcoming, and I 
remember those days 
with real fondness. 

Late last year, I 
heard that his much¬ 
loved mother had 
died. 

For him, Mothers’ 
Day will evoke a 
thousand cherished 
memories, but the 
opportunity to spend 
precious time with 
her is over. 

None of us knows 
what the future holds, 
so make the most of 
special family times 
like Mother’s Day - 
because no one wants 
to live with regrets. 

TRC 
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A Delightful dining experience... 
RESTAURANT & TAKE-AWAY menus 

Lunchtimes & Evenings 
Special Lunchbox £3.50 
WEEK DAY SPECIAL 
2 courses for only Adult £1 0.95/Child £6.50 
Sample our TASTE OF CHINA’ SPECIAL 
Keep Thursday 


Why not try a change of venue and cuisine this.. 

MOTHERS’ DAY 

Mothers enjoy a complimentary glass of house wine... 

Sunday 18th March 

We have maintained our popular a la carte menu and 
wish to introduce our Chef’s Special Selection. 


Private Parties Negotiable 
Unit 1, Britannia House 
Penny Lane, COWBRIDGE 

(Situated behind Town Hall Car Park) 

~ Telephone orders welcome ~ 

T: 01446 771668 F: 01446 773539 

Sun toThurs 12 - 2.30 • 5.00 - 10.30 
Frito Sat: 12-2.30 * 5.00- 11.00 

www.riverview668.co.uk 


Choral Society’s new 
man with the baton 



BARRY Choral Society has a 
new conductor, Thomas 
Morgan, who graduated from 
the Royal Welsh College of 
Music and Drama in 2010. 

He studied composition with Dr 
Robert Spearing, winning the Barry 
Choral Society Composition Prize 
(2008, 2010) and the Elgar Society 
Prize (2007). 

Before becoming director of music 
at the Church of Saint Andrew and 
Saint Teilo in Cathays, Cardiff, 
Thomas studied music at the 
University of Salford. 


A former organ scholar of 
Liverpool Anglican Cathedral, he 
recently studied towards an MA in 
choral conducting. 

Recent highlights include playing 
the organs of Gloucester Cathedral 
and Westminster Abbey and conduct¬ 
ing his oratorio, ‘ The Passion of 
Christ’ and Benjamin Britten’s ‘A 
Ceremony of Carols’. 

He currently works as a freelance 
composer, conductor and organist. 

The public is invited to rehearsals 
at Crossway Methodist Church on 
Wednesdays between 7.30pm and 
9.30pm. 


Freedom march 
through Penarth 


ON Saturday 
(March 17) at 
11am, soldiers of 
580 Glamorgan 
Transport 
Squadron RLC (V) 
will be parading 
through Penarth to 
mark the granting 
of the honorary 
Freedom of the 
Town to the Unit. 

The association with 
Penarth of the old 
Army Service Corps 
and the Royal Corps 
of Transport dates 
back to 1937, when 
555 Company RASC 
(TA) was first formed 
in the Drill Hall in 
Woodland Place with 
the recruiting area 
designated as Penarth 
and Barry. 

Since that time, the 
Unit has undergone 
several changes and in 
1966, when it was 
known as 532 
Ambulance Squadron 
Royal Corps of 
Transport (TA) the 


A N Army pay 
book (circa 
World War 
Two) has come into 
my possession and 
I would dearly like 
to return it to the 
ex-soldier or his 
family. 

The papers relate to 
4619609 Tpr. Ferguson 
William John. 

He was born on 
November 21,1917 
and his address (then) 
was 18 Scott Street, 
Treherbert, Rhondda. 

His wife’s name is 
given as Margaret and 
a daughter Elizabeth is 
referred to. William 


Penarth Urban 
District Council adopt¬ 
ed the Unit. That event 
was marked with a 
parade through the 
town and a church 
service. 

In 1987, Penarth 
Town Council marked 
the 25th anniversary 
of the adoption when 
the Unit, then known 
as D Troop 223 
Squadron, paraded 
through the town and 
was presented with a 
commemorative scroll 
at a church service. 

The Unit, which is 
now known as 580 
Squadron RLC and is 
based at Maindy 
Barracks, continues to 
support the town, 
more recently at the 
Armed Forces Day 
Parade held in June 
last year and at the 
Remembrance Parade 
and Service. 

To mark this long 
association, Penarth 
Town Council will con¬ 
fer the honorary 
Freedom of the town 


served with the 8th 
Army in North Africa 
and Italy and was 
wounded in action. 

He was released 
from the Army in 
March 1946. 

If the family would 
like to contact me, I 
would be only too 
pleased to give these 
papers to the rightful 
owners. 

I can be contacted at 
12 Carmarthen Close, 
Llantwit Major, CF61 
2GL, telephone 01446 
793363, email tcl2osul- 
livan@aol.com 
Tim O’Sullivan MBE, 
Royal British Legion. 


on the Unit and a new 
scroll will be presented 
at a service in All 
Saints Church. 

It will be conducted 
by the Rev Peter Cox, 
assisted by the Town 
Mayor’s Chaplain, 

Rev Malcolm Davies 
and the Padre of the 
Welsh Transport 
Regiment RLC, Rev 
Michael Rowlands. 

Prior to the church 
service, the Town 
Mayor, Coun Anthony 
Ernest, will inspect the 
Parade in Lower 
Glebe Street at 
10.45am,. 

At 11am, the 
Parade, led by the 
Corps of Drums and 
the Band of the 150 
(Yorkshire) Transport 
Regiment Royal 
Logistic Corps 
(Volunteers) will 
march via Windsor 
Road and Stanwell 
Road to All Saints 
Church. 

The Town Mayor 
will take the salute 
outside the Council 
Offices at West House 
at about 11.08 am. 

After the service at 
12.15 approximately, 
the parade will form 
up in Victoria Square 
and march to the 
Paget Rooms via 
Stanwell Road and 
Victoria Road, where a 
reception will be held 
in honour of 580 
Squadron. 

The church service 
is open to members of 
the public, particularly 
to anyone who has had 
a previous connection 
with 580 Squadron or 
its predecessors. 


ARMY PAY 
BOOK FOUND 
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Monty Don - godfather of gardening - 
returns to the TV screens this week 


S PRING is one of 
gardener Monty 
Don’s favourite 
times of the year, when 
primroses, daffodils, 
fritillaries and tulips 
emerge in his beautiful 
garden at 
Longmeadow. 

It’s a sight he won’t 
enjoy alone, as two mil¬ 
lion viewers who tune 
into Gardeners’ World 
every week will be invit¬ 
ed to share the many 
glories of his two-acre 
garden, which is divided 
into 19 different sec¬ 
tions, and last year 
became the new base of 
the hit gardening pro¬ 
gramme. 

For nine months of 
the year, from February 


to November, TV crews 
film in his garden in the 
Herefordshire Marches, 
eight miles from the 
Welsh border. 

The nurtured space 
will be revealed in the 
new series of Gardeners’ 
World, which begins 
tomorrow (March 9) on 
BBC Two. 

It is accompanied by a 
tie-in book, Gardening 
At Longmeadow. 

Don, the programme’s 
main presenter, admits 
that opening up his own 
two-acre private garden 
to the cameras hasn’t 
come without its draw¬ 
backs, but the pros far 
outweigh the cons. 

“The good thing is I 
have no journey, the 


by HANNAH STEPHENSON 


downside is that I live 
above the shop. I never 
turn off from it.” 

The film crew aren’t 
allowed in the house, 
and the TV equipment is 
stored in an outhouse 
when not in use. 

Don may have 
allowed the cameras in, 
but he’s in charge of the 
garden. For the last five 
years, he and his wife 
Sarah have had no help 
at all, until the BBC 
insisted on it. Don now 
has two full-time gar¬ 
deners to assist. 

“The slight downside 
of that means I do less 
gardening, because 


there” less to do. It’s a 
bit like having a chef in 
the kitchen asking if I’d 
like a poached egg, 
when I could quite easily 
poach one myself.” 

But he remains the 
master of his own 
domain. 

“Nobody tells me 
what to do in my own 
garden. People are gen¬ 
uinely helping me, rather 
than doing it themselves 
and then telling me 
about it.” 

Filming takes place 
on one or two days in 
the week, depending on 
what’s happening in the 
garden, although some- 


Creative Window & Build provide 
those inspiring improvements... 


C REATIVE Window 
& Build provide 
bespoke products 
and services, including a 
full design and build pack¬ 
age. 

Imagine floor to ceiling glazed 
frames, bi-folding doors, contem¬ 


porary entrance doors, timber 
look woodgrains, bespoke 
orangeries, conservatories and 
kitchens. These are just a few of 
the inspirational products they 
offer that can transform your 
home. 

Creative have just launched 
their new range of designer- 


entrance doors. Totally trans¬ 
forming the look and feel of your 
home, these doors are available 
in various styles and colours and 
add that all important kerb 
appeal to any property. 

Call Creative Window & Build 
to find out more on 01446 
746353. 


Creative Living Made Easy 



FOR THE WAY YOU LIVE 

UPVC, Aluminium & Timber Windows & Doors Bi-Folding Doors 
Contemporary Entrance Doors 

Extensions Refurbishments & Renovations Interior Design 

01446 CF 
746353 


FENSA 


Company 

www.creativewindowandbuild.co.uk info@creativewindowandbuild.co.uk 
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times filming has taken 
three or even four days a 
week. And Don has had 
to compromise in some 
measure as to how he 
wants his garden to be, 
for the sake of the pro¬ 
gramme. 

It’s a complicated, 
large, full garden - no 
big lawns, no empty 
spaces, even the orchard 
has 39 apple trees. 

“We've had to widen 
quite a lot of paths 
which are perfectly good 
for wheeling a wheelbar¬ 
row down. But by the 
time you get a camera 
crew with a tripod and a 
sound recordist with size 
12 feet and a director 
with a monitor, you can 
have six people behind 
the camera or more, and 
then tracks and a jib. 

The original paths can’t 
accommodate all that. 

“We've had to widen a 
number of paths and we 
still are. Where we’ve 
had grass paths, we've 
had to put hard paths. As 
with any public place, 
the equation has had to 
change with volume.” 

At any one time, 90 
per cent of the garden 
needs to look good, 
which can be difficult to 
achieve, he reflects. 

“Inevitably, all of the 
garden has to look good 
all the time, whereas in a 
private garden, if you 
hadn’t weeded that bed, 
you do it when you can. 
Or if you got terribly 
behind with your veg, 
you’d think: ‘Ok, I 
won’t grow any peas this 
year’. 

“A TV programme 
doesn’t allow for that, 
but I do try to show the 
camera where things go 
wrong and show the 
human side of it, rather 


than making it a show 
garden, because it’s not 
a show garden.” 

He stresses that the 
BBC has been extremely 
good about not trying to 
lose the personal ele¬ 
ment. 

“Obviously you lose 
your privacy to a degree 
because you are sharing 
it with x-million people. 

“On one hand you 
want more people to see 
it, on the other you only 
want to have invited 
people. But there are 
certain boundaries which 
are not crossed. 

“For example, we 
never have visitors from 
the public to 
Longmeadow, although 
we often get letters from 
people asking to come 
and see it. You always 
have to say no because 
you know it’s the thin 
end of the wedge.” 

Occasionally, tourists 
will turn up unan¬ 
nounced, anxious for a 
glimpse of the famous 
TV garden, but the 
locals are keen to allow 
the Dons their space. 
After all, they’ve lived 
there for 20 years and 
are well known enough 
in the village. 

This year, Don will be 
creating a pond in the 
Damp Garden and is 
looking forward to see¬ 
ing the fruits of last 
year’s labours with great 
swathes of colour in the 
Jewel Garden and else¬ 
where. 

• Gardening At 
Longmeadow, by Monty 
Don, is published by 
BBC Books on March 
15, priced £25. The new 
series of Gardeners' 
World starts tomorrow, 
Friday, March 9 on BBC 
Two. 


^j^i-ovcn cleaning 
to <7 Treat yourself 
Sparkling clean oven 



02920 291770 or 08456449312 

www.ecoovencleaning.co.uk 


Sofa icon Ltd. 

Sofas, Chairs, Footstools, Scatters, 
Upholstered Beds and Headboards. 

Repairs, Re-Upholstery undertaken. 

Top quality. Quick turnaround, 
Designer fabrics, Free estimates. 

Showroom: 

14c Western Avenue, Bridgend Industrial Estate. CF31 3RT 

FREE COLLECTION & DELIVERYWITHINTHE GEM AREA 


www.sofaicon.co.uk 










Decorative 

.Glass^Glazinq^Co^Ltd I 


SAVE MONEY ON 
YOUR HEAIING BILLS! 

Upgrade your existing windows 
rather than replace them 
for a fraction of the cost 



We can install ... 

• Energy efficient glass 
(to reduce heat loss). 

• Hinges (to stop draughts). 

• Lockable handles/Upgrade of locks 
(for extra security). 

We are offering a free no obligation survey 
which includes checking your seals and 
hinges. Over a period of time these become 
worn and contribute to heat loss. 

Established, reputable, professional company 
with extensive knowledge and experience. 

So why not give us a call. 
Nothing to lose and 
plenty to gain. 

FULL COMPREHENSIVE 
DOUBLE GLAZING 
REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE. 

SERVICING THE 
VALE OF GLAMORGAN 

Call Cheryl for a free 
no obligation quote on 

02920 566694 

306 Western Avenue, 
Llandaff, Cardiff. 
Email:decostains@aol.com 
www.doubleglazingrepairscardiff.co.uk 


FENSA 


Underfloor Heating? 

Contact the Experts at 

Heating & Plumbing Warehouse 

Best Prices Guaranteed 

Tel: 02920 461 964 or 
07702 748 730 

www.hpwarehouse.co.uk 


Follow The GEM on Twitter - 
find us @ gem_news 
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Mrs Mary Gardner - St 
Brides House, Kymin 
Road, Penarth - 

Western red cedar; dis¬ 
mantle in sections and 
cut main trunk close to 
ground level. 

Sian Jones - Llantwit 


Major Library, 
Boverton Road, 
Llantwit Major - 

Refurbishment of main 
building and the installa¬ 
tion of a new public 
access off Boverton 
Road plus replacement 


MODERN DECORATIONS 

Your 1st choice 

for curtains and blinds 

• View a wide range of Fabrics in the 
comfort of your own home or office. 

• We supply curtains, all valances, 
tie backs, curtain tracks and poles. 

• Venetian, Vertical, Roller and Roman 
Blinds all at competitive prices. 

• Full measuring, make up and 
Fitting Service available. 
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Tel: Geoff Brown on 

01446 739174 or 07718 536838 

Estimates Free (voith no obligation) 
over 30 years experience 

www.moderndecorations.co.uk 


main entrance; minute 
no. 1979 (2002). 

Mrs June Lewis - 222 
Barry Road, Barry - 
Special needs adapta¬ 
tions; kitchen extension 
and internal alterations 
to enlarge shower, WC 
and other alterations 
together with ramped 
access to rear garden 
area. 

Morgan Signs - 
Principality Building 
Society, 28 High Street, 
Cowbridge - Consent to 
display two signs. 

Mr Christopher Wil li ams 

- The Three Tuns, St 
Nicholas - Interior and 
exterior alterations, 
including replacement of 
windows to front and 
rear elevations, replace¬ 
ment front door and 
installation of new gal- 
leried staircase, fitted 
kitchen and toilets. 

The Vale of Glamorgan 
Council - Library, 
Kings Square, Barry - 
Installation of communi¬ 
cations equipment. 

Mr Simon Pedwell - 29 
Willow Close, Penarth 

- Attic dormer extension 
to rear of property. 

Mrs Ruth Quinn - The 
Old School, Wine 
Street, Llantwit Major 

- Roof repairs. 

Richard Denham - 


SOUTH WALES’ 


LEADING INDUSTRIAL DOOR 

MANUFACTURERS 


actiondoors.com 

GARAGE DOOR 


SPECIALISTS 


01656 659274 


01446 439214 



Twmbarlwm, Grove 
Road, Llandow - 1/2 

storey rear extension 
including kitchen expan¬ 
sion and new family 
room to ground floor. 
New master bedroom 
and en suite and new 
study/bedroom to first 
floor (renewal of 
2007/00275/FUL). 

Mr T Lewis - 180 
Westbourne Road, 
Penarth - Proposed two 
storey extension to rear. 
Mr Elfed Evans - 16 
Hickman Road, 
Penarth - Single and 
two storey extensions to 
the rear of the property. 
McDonalds Restaurants 
Ltd - Valegate Retail 
Park, Culverhouse 
Cross, Cardiff - 
Replacement and new 
signage in relation to 
2012/00105/FUL for the 
refurbishment of restau¬ 
rant. 

R Trezise - 7 Clos 
Celyn, Barry - Reduce 
oak in rear garden. 

Mr Howells - 2 Porth 
Cottages, St Brides 
Super Ely - Porch to 
rear of property. 

Arqiva Limited - 
Arqiva Transmitting 
Station, St Hilary, 
Cowbridge - 
Installation of one emer¬ 
gency standby generator 
with integral fuel stor¬ 
age. 

Mr and Mrs Garland - 3 
Plover Way, Lavernock 
Park, Penarth - Single 
storey rear extension. 

Mr Mark Mellars - 44 
Plymouth Road, Barry 
- Single storey side 
extension. 

Mrs Vanessa Adams - 3 

Pwll y Min Crescent, 
Peterston Super Ely - 

Addition of external 
insulation and new ren¬ 
der. 

Lidl UK GmbH - 
Cennin Pedr, Barry - 
Wallmounted billboard. 
Mr Paul Hopkins - 
Groeswen Farm, 
Cowbridge Road, 
Llantwit Major - 
Erection of conservatory. 
Mrs S Gunning - 43 



Providing quality 
Conservatories, 
Windows & Doors 
since 1994 


Installing double gazing 
or a conservatory?... 


oocts.M. 


01656349511 
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Cosmeston Drive, 
Penarth - Front 
entrance porch. 

Mr Brian Wingren - 18 
Pembroke Close, Dinas 
Powys - Detached 
garage to the rear of the 
property. 

Mr A Miller- 
Brynheulog, St 
Andrews Road, 

Wenvoe - Alterations to 
window arrangements 
and extensions to proper¬ 
ty to provide pool and 
gym; dormer to master 
room and front porch. 
Conversion of garage to 
play room, removal of 
chimney stack and inser¬ 
tion of external flue. 

Miss R Owen - 4 West 
Farm Road, Ogmore 
By Sea - Conversion of 
bungalow to two storey 
dwelling, extension and 
loft conversion. 
Principality Building 
Society - Land at Ty 
Croes Crwlwys, 
Copthorne Way, 
Culverhouse Cross - 
Variation of condition 2 
of application 
2008/02057/OUT to 
extend timeframe for 
‘reserved matters’ sub¬ 
mission. 

Mr Neil Davies - 
E2959, N1709, Morfa 
Lane, Llantwit Major - 
Construction of two 
earth banked bio-fertilis- 
er storage lagoons. 

Mr John Clark - Land 
opposite St Brides 
Road, Wick - 
Application for the 
retention of 4 no. railway 
carriages and continued 
use in association with 
existing stable use. 

Tony King Architects 
Ltd - 97a Glebe Street, 
Penarth - Change of 
use from B1 office back 
to a C3 two bed flat. 

Mr and Mrs Derek 
Osbom - 10 The Limes, 
Cowbridge - construc¬ 
tion of garden recycling 
store in rear walled gar¬ 
den. 

Professor Harry Collins 
-12 Paget Place, 
Penarth - Proposed two 
storey extension and 
garage. 

Argoed Quarry Limited 

- Argoed Isha Quarry, 
Llansannor, Llanharry 

- Change of use to allow 
for recycling of inert 
materials brought to the 
site. 

IGH Properties - Land 
off Dinas Road, 
Caversham Park, 
Penarth - Residential 
development comprising 


the erection of eight of 
eight dwellings, seven¬ 
teen car parking spaces, 
landscaping and ancil¬ 
lary works. 

Mr and Mrs Frank and 
Laoise Moloney - 10 
Park Road, Penarth - 
Extension to rear of 
existing house, creating 
new kitchen area on 
ground floor level as 
well as balconies and 
new sunroom at first 
floor level. 

Mr Christopher Davies - 
The Vicarage, St Brides 
Major - Pole bam. 

Mr Andrew Thomas 
Burton Cottage, East 
Aberthaw - Proposed 
alterations to modify 
dwelling to include an 
indoor swimming pool 
and associated structural 
works. 

Mr Vince Price - Rear 
building, 79 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge -Forming 
vehicle access through to 
rear garden with security 
gates and internal alter¬ 
ations. 

Mr Paul and Mrs Peta 
Goodwin - The Birches, 
2 Dingle Close, Barry - 
Erect 2.5m high wall 
between house and 
garage. 

Dr Sarah Pellard - 
Gardd y Gegin, St 
Hilary - Remove exist¬ 
ing conservatory and 
extend into newly pro¬ 
posed orangery to rear of 
property and single 
storey side extension. 
Minor alterations to suit. 
Mrs Julie Howes - 15 
Colcot Road, Barry - 
Erection of two storey 
rear extension. 

Mr M A Rees - Warren 
House, Pendoylan - 
Proposed construction of 
two separate buildings to 
the rear of the existing 
dwelling. 

Argoed Quarry Limited 

- Argoed Isha Quarry, 
Llansannor - 
Processing of existing 
stockpiles and loose 
material with cmshing 
and screen machinery 
and removal from site. 
Mr Richard Tonkin - 
Old Hall Gardens, 

High Street, Cowbridge 

- Open air children’s 
story telling area. 

Morgan Sindall 
(Infrastructure) Pic - 
Kymin Sewer Outfall - 
Refurbishments to the 
Kymin sewer outfall 
pipe. 

Mr Gary Riggs - 13 

Lynmouth Drive, Sully 

- Roof extension above 
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ll&D Property 
Maintenance 
Services 

Covering all aspects of: 

* Carpentry * Flooring * Plumbing 

* Plastering * Tiling * Rendering 

* Dry lining * Kitchens * Decking 

* Fencing * Coving * Artex 

* Painting and Decorating 

* Bathrooms and disabled adapted 
wetrooms and access 

No job too big or small. Free Quotes. 
Fast, Friendly Service. Insurance Approved 

Tel: 01446 402620 
Mob: 07900 410306/07895 076224 

Email:jdpropertymaintenance.services@gmail.com 


existing garage compris¬ 
ing additional first floor 
accommodation. 

Mr Robert Priddle - 
Rhos Geler, Corntown 
Road, Corntown - 
Proposed kitchen exten¬ 
sion and kitchen adapta¬ 
tion. 

Miss C Platt - Fonmon, 
Barry - To remove the 
BT payphone. 

Mr Ramesh Kerai 
Shop Unit 1, Skomer 
Road, Barry - Proposed 
external left-side enclo¬ 
sure, blockage of exist¬ 
ing right-side redundant 
opening to retail, infill of 
redundant steps to form 
platform and proposed 
display signage. 

Mr David Vicker - Ty 
Newydd, Westgate, 
Cowbridge - Construct 
single and two storey 
extension to rear and 
side to create dining area 
and more bedrooms. 

Mr Michael Tough, 
Field/highway access at 
Penyrheol Farm, 
Llysworney - widen the 
existing gateway by cut¬ 
ting the hedge back 
approximately four 
metres to install double 
gates. 

Mrs Judith Dutton, 

Cartref, 194 Porth 
Road East, Barry - 


change of use of wood¬ 
land to residential use. 
Mr Mike and Mrs 
Lindsay Cuddy, 9 Paget 
Place, Penarth - new 
build two storey two 
bedroom dwelling adja¬ 
cent to existing property 
19 Paget Place. 

Vale of Glamorgan 
Council, Cartref 
Porthceri Home for 
Elderly, Salisbury 
Road, Barry - alter¬ 
ations to car park and 
entrance to Cartref 
Porthceri to comply with 
DDA requirements. 

Mr Mills, The Timbers, 
10 Castle Precinct, 
Llandough - 304m 
overall crown reduction 
of one weeping willow 
and remove any branch¬ 
es obstructing pavement. 
McDonalds Restaurants 
Ltd. Valegate Retail 
Park, Barry - various 
signs in line with refur¬ 
bishment, including one 
height restrictor seven 
freestanding signs and 
one banner sign. 

Mr Ralph Evans, 
Seaview Cottage, 
Seaview Farm, 

Llantwit Major Road, 
St Athan - change of 
use from agricultural 
land to garden land. 


Timberaway 


Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

01446 402848 
$ 07739 389578 




All aspects of Plumbing and Electrical work 
undertaken by time served Tradesmen. 
Part P Approved. 

For Free Estimates contact us on: 


“ 1 “ 


01446 400464 
07870 471690 
07815 845947 
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Jan’s 




Cleaning Services 

★ Hours to suit you 

★ Professional, friendly service 

★ Fully Insured ★ Free Estimates 

★ Contract & Commercial Cleaning 

★ Kitchen & Bathroom Specialists 

★ One-Off Cleans/Weekly/Monthly 

★ No job too small 

★ Superb service/reasonable price 


PLUS: MR MULTIFIX 

Your reliable handyman. Specialist in 
kitchen and bathroom installations 


Call Jan for more information on: 

07934 141 582 
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Let Future Window 
Solutions add style and 
space to your home 

WE ARE SUPPLIERS and installers of quality energy efficient win¬ 
dows that make your homes warmer ? quieter, more secure and that 
are virtually maintenance free. But with Future we offer much more! 

When it comes to adding, extending or making those ever needed changes to your home 
our team of experts are always on hand. We can help you to design and change your garage 
to an extra room used for either another bedroom, room for visitors or that much needed space 
for the kids. It's remarkable what people use their garages for. Garages quickly become stor¬ 
age areas for half-empty pots of paint, lawnmowers, bikes and flat tyres. The potential of this 
dead space is often just being ignored and that can be a huge mistake - especially when you 
consider that extra living space comes at a premium! 

Company director Craig Harewood says some customers are unaware of the difference 
between an Orangery and Conservatory so we would like to take the opportunity to explain. 
With Future Orangeries coming more and more Popular offering their unique style and con¬ 
temporary look. You can design your Orangery / Conservatory whichever way you wish and 
that’s where we can help you we have a full design package which lets you see your designs 
attached to your current property before hand, which again Craigs says, helps customers who 
are unsure of the end result. 

An Orangery has a slightly different take on traditional conservatories with their brick 
pillers and lantern style roof. Orangeries offer more privacy than conservatory styles the inte¬ 
rior height provides a breathtaking focal point through which light floods in to your home. 
Todays orangeries, like conservatory styles, are generally buildings with glazed sides and 
brick or wood supports. Orangeries use less glass. Conservatory offer more of a traditional 
style roof ranging from Lean to through to double hip depending on size and style. Visit our 
website at futurewindowsolutions.co.uk or contact our team free on 0800 032 0921. 


Future A 

futurewindow@btconnect.com ^ 

www.futurewindowsolutions.co.uk 


Window 

Solutions^ 


EXTEND OR UTILISE THE SPACE IN YOUR HOME 
WITH YOUR LOCAL HOME IMPROVEMENT 



COMPANY 


pictures 
are of work 
carried out by 
Future Window 
Solutions 


Extended Offer until the 
r end of March 2012 x 


A rated energy efficient glass 
as standard 

V • Garage conversions 
t\ • Full design packages 
W for all conversions 
If and conservatories 
f* • Free estimatesj^^ m 

and quotations , 

No job too small * .j 


Open soon on Saturdays _ 

New Address 

(new showroom open soon) w ' 

Unit 3C, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
Palmerston Road, Barry CF63 2XA 

Freephone: 0800 032 0921 

All credit card payments accepted. 

Find us on Facebook & follow us on twitter 


ALL OUR 
PRODUCTS 
COME WITH 
A 10 YEAR 
INSURANCE 
BACKED 
GUARANTEE 



ABOVE: Anna Hooper as Fred Pringle introduces Flo Lloyd-James 
to the company as her daughter, Poppy. 




Adam Madeley as Murgatroyd Megarich 
with Anna Hooper and Millie Price 
as his scheming assistants. 


ABOVE: A happy ending! 

Charter Trust 
looks back on 
productive year 


JUST over one year 
ago Cowbridge 
Amateur Operatic 
Society (CAOS) 
launched its youth 
group ‘Total 

CAOS’, and it has 
been a very busy 
year for them. 

They presented a 
debut concert of Disney 
favourites in July 2011 
and followed that recent¬ 
ly with their first musical 
Dazzle! at Wick Village 


LLANTRISANT 
musician James 
Davies has sailed 
through the audition 
stage of Live and 
Unsigned, the UK’s 
biggest original music 
competition, and will 
now compete against 
the most talented 
bands and artists in 
the country at the 
regional final in a bid 
to make the Grand 
Final at the 02 Arena 
in London. 

James battled against 
hundreds of auditionees 
to secure a spot in the 
live shows taking place 
at The Coal Exchange, 
Cardiff, on March 18. 

All acts are compet¬ 
ing for a grand prize of 
£10,000 to be spent on 
development, a further 


Hall. 

For two nights they 
told the story of a young 
girl’s fight to save the 
family’s seaside funfair 
from the developers. 

Several of the cast 
were making their first 
appearance on a stage, 
while others were sea¬ 
soned veterans, but under 
the guidance of Mary 
Jeffreys and Mim 
Coombes, with their 
team of helpers, they all 
rose to the challenge. 


£10,000 for publicity 
development, gigs at 
festivals in 30 countries 
around the world, a UK 
tour of up to 100 shows 
and a UK festival tour 
including guaranteed 
slots at Beach Break 
Live, Boardmasters and 
Strawberry Fields. 

Chris Grayston, 
events director, said: 
“Live and Unsigned is 
all about originality, live 
ability and credibility. 

“We don’t accept 
demos or submissions 
and everyone auditions 
live. 

“The festival slots 
and other prizes avail¬ 
able make this year’s 
competition our biggest 
ever!” 


THE Cowbridge 
Charter Trust recent¬ 
ly hosted its AGM, 
where more than 70 
people turned out for 
the event - the high¬ 
est attendance ever! 

Chaired by the organ¬ 
isation’s president, Sir 
Norman Lloyd- 
Edwards, at Cowbridge 
Lesser Hall, attendees 
were treated to a per¬ 
formance of the potted 
history of the town, cov¬ 
ering 12 centuries of 
Cowbridge life. 
Performed by CADS 
thespians Peter Knapp 
and Ian Grist, it was 
written by Professor 
Dick Bus well and 
included DVD presenta¬ 
tions of recent projects. 

Work on the restora¬ 
tion of the town walls 
has been completed, 
but adjacent walls abut¬ 
ting the gardens are on a 
priority list of tasks 
needing refurbishment, 
repair and general atten¬ 
tion. 

This was comple¬ 
mented by an outline of 
work being done by vol¬ 
unteers to renovate Old 
Hall Gardens, and the 
outer facade of the 
structure. The cost is to 


THE schools of 
Moya Vahey and 
Ella Morgan came 
together in a show¬ 
case of Russian 
classical ballet at 
Barry Memorial 
Hall. 

The performance was 
to raise money for 
Richard Parks’s 737 
Challenge in aid of 
Marie Curie Cancer 
Care. 

Children from 


be met by grants from a 
number of sources. 

Additionally, the 
Trust has plans for a 
major new project in 
Old Hall to be 
announced at a later 
date; the provision of 
new benches in and 
around the site, and 
other cosmetic schemes 
in and around the town 
that will help to improve 
its wider environment. 

These will include a 
facelift for the front of 
Old Hall, replanting 
primroses on Primrose 
Hill, and other schemes 
to enrich the life of the 
town. 

Treasurer Percy 
Robson reported that the 
Trust would carry for¬ 
ward a balance of more 
than £5,470, slightly 
down on last year, but to 
be supplemented by 
payments yet to be 
made during 2012. 

Officers elected 
were: chairman - Peter 
Jones; treasurer - Percy 
Robson; secretary - 
Dick Tonkin; executive 
committee - Sue Cox, 
Alan Crossley, Harry 
Hailes, Mike Fahey, 
Linda Osborn and Mike 
Meredith. 


Cowbridge, Llantwit 
Major and across the 
Vale, danced with others 
from Llanharry, Efail 
Isaf and Pontyclun. 

In total, almost £1,200 
was raised during the 
afternoon. 

“Many thanks to all 
those who supported the 
boys and girls and to 
Richard Parks who con¬ 
tributed a ‘star’ prize and 
drew the raffle,” a 
spokeswoman said. 


James wows the 
judges at Live 
and Unsigned 


Ballet pupils dance 
for cancer charity 
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Ysgol Iolo Morganwg pupils celebrate 
World Book Day - by getting in character! 




PUPILS at Ysgol 
Iolo Morganwg 
celebrated World 
Book Day last 
week by coming to 
school dresses as 
their favourite fic¬ 
tional characters 
from the world of 
literature. 

There was also a 
treat for the football 
fans, with a visit to 
the school from for¬ 
mer Welsh interna¬ 
tional goalkeeper 
Neville Southall - 
who had copies of 
his own football 
book with him. 

Neville’s visit 
explains why some 
of the boys are in 
football kit, while 
back in the world of 
children’s literature, 
there were pirates, 
princesses, cartoon 
characters, ghosts 
and even the occa¬ 
sional animal! 


PHOTOS 

by 

MIKE 

WILCOCK 





Blood donors 

THE Welsh Blood Service is holding donor 
sessions in the area as follows: 

To view a comprehensive list of all our blood 
donation sessions, visit www.welshblood.org.uk or 
call 0800 252266. 

Memorial Hall, Gladstone Road, Barry - Friday, 
March 9, 10am - 6pm. 

Garw Valley Centre, Pontycymmer - Friday, 
March 23,10am - 6pm. 

The Life Centre, Aber Road, Ogmore Vale - 
Tuesday, March 27, 10am - 6pm. 

Newlands Ballroom, Pyle Life Centre, Pyle 
T rid aw March 30, 10am - 6pm. 

Memorial Hall, Bryncoch, Bryncethin - Friday, 
March 30, 10am - 6pm. 
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Happy, smiling faces as Ysgol Iolo Morganwg 
pupils remember Wales’ very special saint! 


PHOTOS 

by 

MIKE 

WILCOCK 

PUPILS at Ysgol Iolo 
Morganwg in 
Cowbridge celebrat¬ 
ed St David’s Day 
last week by dressing 
in traditional Welsh 
costume - which 
means, of course, 
rugby tops for the 
boys. 

As you can see 
from Mike Wilcock’s 
images of the day, 
the sun came out, 
and it was a great 
day to celebrate all 
things Welsh! 
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Batt’s Park litter pick by 
local residents is a success! 


A PARK clean recently 
carried out by volunteers 
in Barry has been hailed a 
success by a local council¬ 
lor. 

Independent Richard Bertin, 
who represents the Court ward 
in Barry, said the litter pick at 


Batt’s Field in the town over 
the weekend was highly suc¬ 
cessful, with a dozen volunteers 
filling 20 bin bags. 

Coun Bertin said: “I would 
like to say a big thank you to 
all those who turned up for our 
park clean-up. It was good to 
see everyone give up a few 


hours on a Sunday and do 
their bit to help the communi¬ 
ty.” 

He said: “We weren’t 
expecting so many to turn up 
and we ran out of litter picker 
tools, but that didn’t stop them 
getting stuck in.” 


‘Friends of Romilly, 
we need your help!’ 

AS you may be aware, we are construct¬ 
ing a ‘wall of pride’ for our students, 
which will contain photographs of pupils 
of Romilly Primary School, past and 
present, who have achieved international 
recognition in their chosen sport or activ¬ 
ity. 

We have had a number of people get in contact 
with the school and we are now in the process of 
finalising all the details so we can construct this 
montage of international past pupils. 

If you know a past pupil who has represented 
Wales or Great Britain in football, dance, gymnas¬ 
tics, rugby, karate, cycling - or have sporting mem¬ 
orabilia to donate, then please contact the school 
ASAP! 

Could you include details of the person, the 
nature of their achievement, the dates they attended 
Romilly School and, if possible, a photograph of 
the person in their international colours. 

Please spread the word via Flickr, Bebo, 
Facebook, Myspace or Twitter and let people know 
about this project. 

This ‘wall of pride’ will provide a real sense of 
inspiration to our pupils and encourage them to 
continue the great sporting heritage we have at 
Romilly Primary School. 

Mr A R Williams, 

Barry. 


Support 
your local 
businesses 

sBSi-iP 

The Glamorgan 

GEM 



Mystery over 
school pupils 
‘toxic sweets’ 
text warning 


AS The GEM went 
to press yesterday 
(Wednesday) a mys¬ 
tery over a drugs 
warning circulating 
in Vale schools was 
still not entirely 
cleared up. 

Anxious parents spoke 
to The GEM about a 
warning, apparently 
issued by a local compre¬ 
hensive school, warning 
of “drugs that look like 
sweets but can kill” 
which are supposedly in 
circulation. 

Calls to the police and 
the local education 
authority confirmed that 
neither body had issued 
an alert. 

After several hours, 
however, a police 
spokeswoman said that it 
was believed that the 
source of these alerts was 
an NHS warning, issued 
in January. 

The warning has since 
been picked up by differ¬ 
ent organisations at dif¬ 
ferent times. 

The GEM has seen a 
release issued by 
Cornwall NHS Trust in 
January, warning about a 
product called a 
‘Jequirity bracelet’. It 
says: 

“ We have received an 


alert regarding the sale 
of the following bracelets 
that have been on sale in 
Cornwall and in another 
36 retailers across the 
UK; urging customers to 
return the red and black 
bracelets made from the 
Jequirity bean, the dead¬ 
ly seed of the plant abrus 
precatorious. 

“It contains the toxin 
abrin, a controlled sub¬ 
stance under the 
Terrorism Act that if 
swallowed can kill in 
doses of just 3 micro¬ 
grams. 

“Abrin is chemically 
similar to ricin, a chemi¬ 
cal warfare agent. 
People who have bought 
the bracelets are being 
urged to bag them and 
then wash their hands 
and avoid touching their 
eyes. ” 

The GEM understands 
that this warning has 
been passed on in the 
form of a text message. 

A Vale Council 
spokeswoman said: 

“The Vale Council has 
not received any reports 
of jequirity bracelets 
being found in the area 
and schools across the 
Vale have not issued any 
warnings to parents. 

“The council is cur¬ 
rently considering the 
issue. ” 


Painting group’s 
first exhibition 

SULLY Art Painting Group are staging 
their first exhibition at the Washington 
Gallery, 1-3 Washington Buildings, 
Stanwell Road, Penarth, until March 16. 

More than 120 works in different medias and 
subject matters are on display from at least 25 
members of the group. 

Contact Ros Adams tel 02920 707553 or Ken 
Young tel 02920 712013 for more information. 
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Author’s tips for pupils 



THE years 7 and 8 writing squad at Ysgol Bro Morgannwg are pictured, above, with Welsh 
author Bethan Gwanas. 


“They wrote some very interesting stories under her leadership and learnt how to appreciate 
and improve each other’s work,” a school spokesperson reported. 

BARRY SCHOOL IS 
TOP OF THE CLASS 



ABOVE: 

St Richard Gwyn Catholic High School were 
victorious in the national competition. 

Ab Fab women’s 
walk for charity 


LOCAL women are 
being invited to take 
part in ( Ab Fab’- a 
girls’ night out with 
a difference, by 
undertaking a 10- 
mile midnight walk 
for charity for The 
Joshua Foundation 
children’s cancer 
charity, in Cardiff 
Bay on Saturday, 
April 28. 

President and 
founder of The Joshua 
Foundation, Sarah 
Cornelius-Price said: 
“Ab Fab has turned out 
to be a really successful 
fundraiser in recent 
years. It’s a great 
opportunity for women 
to come together and 
make a difference. It’s a 
fun walk, as opposed to 
a fun run, and so any¬ 
one can do it. 

“Although this walk 

10 per 
cent pay 
cut vow 

BARRY Independent 
councillor Richard 
Bertin has said he will 
take a 10 per cent pay 
cut if re-elected to the 
Vale Council in May. 

Under a Local 
Government Board 
ruling, all councillors 
are to take a five per 
cent pay cut, but Coun 
Bertin has said he is 
prepared to double 
this figure. 


is aimed at women, if 
men would like to dress 
up as women to take 
part or offer their serv¬ 
ices as marshals for the 
evening, they are more 
than welcome! ” 

The walk will take 
place around a desig¬ 
nated route in Cardiff 
Bay. Ladies who decide 
to take part will be 
required to pay a £15 
donation, and in return 
they will receive an Ab 
Fab’ t-shirt, a certifi¬ 
cate, and a bacon buttie 
with a glass of bubbly 
on completion of the 
walk. 

All cash raised from 
sponsorship for the 
walk will go towards 
providing experiences 
for the children diag¬ 
nosed with cancer and 
their families. 

The Joshua 

Foundation was created 
in September 1998 to 
provide holidays and 
experiences for children 
and their families 
where the child is diag¬ 
nosed with terminal 
cancer. 

Since the charity was 
founded, it has raised 
more than £7 million 
and helped more hun¬ 
dreds of children across 
the UK. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, to register for the 
walk or to register as a 
marshal please visit 
www.thejoshuafounda- 
tion.co.uk or telephone 
02920 667271. 


ST Richard Gwyn 
Catholic High 
School, Barry, came 
top of the class after 
winning the ‘All 
Wales Core 

Programme’ quiz at 
the recent national 
final. 

This year’s final, held 
in Cardiff, was organised 
by the Police, Fire and 
Rescue Service, arson 
reduction teams, healthy 
schools, Road Safety 
Wales and 

Crimestoppers. 

The programme 


focuses on crime preven¬ 
tion issues and is part of 
the PSE programme. It is 
composed of three main 
themes, namely drug and 
substance misuse, social 
behaviour and communi¬ 
ty and safety. 

All comprehensive 
schools from across 
Wales were invited to 
compete at local level 
and the successful teams 
from each LEA then 
went on to compete for 
the regional title. The 
regional winners then 
went on to compete for 
the national title. 


Councillor 
welcomes M4 
consultation 


A Vale councillor 
has welcomed the 
Welsh 

Government’s 
decision to carry 
out a consultation 
into congestion on 
the M4 motorway. 

Coun Jeff James, 
who represents Rhoose 
on the Vale Council, 
said he welcomed the 
move by Carl Sargeant, 
the Transport Minister. 

Coun James said: 

“As a member of Sewta 
- South East Wales 
Transport Alliance -1 
know that the impor¬ 


tance of the M4 to the 
South Wales economy 
cannot be underestimat¬ 
ed and increased con¬ 
gestion leads directly to 
increases costs to busi¬ 
ness and industry. 

“Without good 
unhindered access to 
their markets we risk 
companies relocating 
away from this region.” 

Coun James added: 

“I welcome the 
Minister’s announce¬ 
ment of consultation 
which was previously 
suspended by his prede¬ 
cessor.” 


PACT meetings 

COURT PACT, 7pm on March 8 at Ysgol Maes 
Dyfan, Gibbonsdown Rise, Barry. 

CASTLELAND PACT, 7pm on March 14 at the 
Civic Offices, Holton Road, Barry. 

ILLTYD PACT, 7pm on March 22 at the Mount 
Sorrel Hotel, Porthkerry Road, Barry. 

LLANTWIT MAJOR PACT, March 20 at 
Llantwit Leisure Centre at 7pm. 

ST AUGUSTINE’S PACT, Windsor Public House 
on March 21 at 7pm. 
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A LONDON EVACUEE 
IN BARRY DURING 
SECOND WORLD WAR 



I WAS contacted recently 
by GEM reader Una 
Hudson in response to my 
request for information 
regarding the American 
troops in the Vale of 
Glamorgan during World 
War Two. She writes: 

I was an evacuee with a differ¬ 
ence, as was my sister Joan. Our 
parents were both from south 
Wales, but had gone to London in 
the early thirties, seeking work. 

My father was bom in Maerdy, 
Rhondda and my mother in 
Pontypridd, their parents having 
come from west Wales and 
Dorset, respectively, to work in 
the coal mines. 

Both families later moved to 
Barry, where my father met my 
mother. They subsequently mar¬ 
ried in St Mary’s Church in 
Kennington, London. 

I was bom in Lambeth in 1934 
and I must have been about three 
when 1 remember living in 
Doddington Grove, Kennington. 
It was a large block of flats and 
there was a Drill Hall at the bot¬ 
tom of the Grove. The men used 
to practice marching up and 
down the road, some in khaki, 
others in civilian suits. 

My parents used to return with 
my sister and me to my mother’s 
family home in Barry in the sum¬ 
mer holidays. 

In August 1939, Joan was six 
and I was five. That holiday 
turned out to last for six years, as 
war was declared on September 
3, and my parents decided that 
London might not be a safe place 
for us. 

The family home was a two- 
down and three-up terraced 
house with no electricity, or hot 
water and occupied by my aunt, 
her father and two brothers. 
Nevertheless, they made room for 
us with Joan and me sleeping with 
my aunt in a large bed with a 
feather mattress which rose and 
fell as you moved. 

School was still the order of the 
day, and we started off at 
Palmerston Infants School. Later 
on in the war, the adjoining field 
was taken over as a barrage bal¬ 
loon site and the airmen took over 
a part of the school which was 
made out of bounds to the rest of 
us. 

It was all very interesting for 
us living in the last street on the 
eastern edge of the town, and it 
amazes me now to think how 
much freedom we had to roam the 
countryside. 

My uncles dug out an Anderson 
Shelter in the garden and some¬ 
times we slept in it, but mostly I 
remember sleeping in the pantry, 
under the stairs. It was very dark 
in there amongst the pots and 
pans. My sister who was a year 
older than me was very frightened 
if there was an air-raid, but a 
lovely lady whom we knew as 
Aunty Clarice used to go up and 


by DR JONATHAN 
HICKS 

down the street, comforting the 
faint-hearted. 

Everyone was issued with a 
ration book and an identity card 
with a personal number. I recall 
that a lot of us wore identity 
bracelets, albeit made of cheap 
metal; they made us feel quite 
special. Our ration books were 
kept at the local grocer’s shop 
where the family order was made 
up every Thursday. 

During the school holidays, my 
mother used to take me or my sis¬ 
ter to London where we had aflat 
which she kept on all during the 
war. The train from Cardiff to 
Paddington station was always 
packed with men and women in 
army, navy or air force uniform, 
travelling back to their camps or 
maybe home on leave. 

I remember the American 
tanks, jeeps, armoured vehicles 
and smoke screens all along the 
Barry, Cardiff and Sully Roads 
and one particularly hard winter 
they produced the first bulldozer 
and snow scraper we had ever 
seen - yes, the Yanks were really 
over here. 

Hollywood on 
our doorstep! 

We kids thought they were real¬ 
ly glamorous, like the Hollywood 
stars we saw at the Saturday 
afternoon cinema in Cadoxton 
and they played right along with 
us. 

We used to chat to them as they 
waited for the bus into Cardiff at 
the bottom of our street, on their 
nights off, and we really believed 
that they knew Bing Crosby, 
Frank Sinatra, Bob Hope and all 
our other favourite film stars. 

I remember Italian prisoners of 
war being there afterwards, and 
even later on, men we recognised 


Una Hudson was a 
Welsh girl who was 
one of those 
evacuated from 
London — to Barry! 

as Mongolian. 

The war in Europe ended on 
May 8, 1945 and as we had lived 
apart for so long, my mother 
decided to return to London. We 
had another sister now, born in 
1942, so the flat which my parents 
had rented was too small for a 
family of five. 

I remember my father being 
very excited to learn that the local 
council, or the London County 
Council to be exact, had allocated 
to us a pre-fab - or to give it its 
full title - a prefabricated house. 

These houses were made to be 
put up quickly to house as many 
as possible of the people who had 
been ‘bombed out’during the war. 

It had two bedrooms, a living 
room, kitchen and a bathroom 
and was surrounded by a garden. 
They were only intended to last 
for ten years but some of them 
still remain occupied today. 

Food and clothing rationing 
still carried on and we even had 
to queue for a loaf of bread, 
unheard of when we had lived in 
Wales! 

The ‘Barry at War’local histo¬ 
ry group is seeking to commemo¬ 
rate the 70th anniversary of the 
arrival of the American troops in 
the area in 1942 by staging a 
‘Wartime Weekend’ event on 
Barry Waterfront and Barry 
Island Station on June 16-17. 

If other readers have stories 
about the American troops in the 
area during World War Two and 
would be willing to share them in 
preparation for our event, I 
would be delighted to hear from 
them on 07708 255295. 

The GEM is delighted to 
announce its support for this 
event and readers can look for¬ 
ward to many articles and fea¬ 
tures on the presence of the 
American troops in the Vale of 
Glamorgan in the period leading 
up to the living history weekend. 


Rudd and Aniston shine in 
sparky commune comedy 


SINCE saying 
farewell to her 
Friends , Jennifer 
Aniston has carved 
out a solid screen 
career, mainly rely¬ 
ing on her comedic 
talents, but occa¬ 
sionally throwing in 
a dramatic curve- 
ball or two (The 
Good Girl). 

Aniston’s latest film 
unsurprisingly sticks to 
her comedic template, as 
she stars alongside Paul 
Rudd in Wanderlust. 

The pair play George 
and Linda, a couple who 
are forced to downsize 
when George loses his 
job. When a trip to stay 
with George’s brother 
doesn't work out, the 
pair find themselves at 
the Elysium commune 
led by the charismatic 
Seth (Justin Theroux); 
but how will the city pair 
cope with life in the free 
world... 

The ‘fish out of 
water’ situation is one 
that is as old as time, 
particularly when it 
comes to comedy. Take 
an individual (or indi¬ 
viduals), place them in a 
situation they are unfa¬ 
miliar or uncomfortable 
with, and then see the 
results for your enter¬ 
tainment. 

Wanderlust doesn’t 
veer far from this param¬ 
eter, but given how 
much it manages to hit 
the funny bone, you 
almost don’t mind the 
predictable set-up and 
story beats, the film 
making for a diverting 
and amusing viewing 
experience without ever 
getting too deep into 
things. 

The leads are key to 
this, both Paul Rudd and 
Jennifer Aniston having 
more than enough 
comedic chops to carry 
the film, both delivering 
on undemanding yet 
entertaining roles. 

The former is becom¬ 
ing the go-to-guy for the 
everyman thrown into 
the unfamiliar (just see I 
Love You, Man or Role 
Models for further evi¬ 
dence) and once again 
he delivers the goods 
with style. 

Rudd is a more than 
likeable lead and hilari¬ 


ous with it, and the film 
plays to his strengths 
without ever requiring 
him to overly extend 
himself, the actor's emi¬ 
nent likeability prevalent 
in the performance. 

Aniston, too, is a 
skilled comedic per¬ 
former with the right 
material and she makes a 
pleasing foil for Rudd, 
the pair thrown into a 
world they don’t quite 
fully understand or 
grasp. 

The actress, much like 
Rudd, relies on her 
comedic ability and 
familiarity to deliver an 
amusing turn that, again 
like Rudd, doesn’t 
stretch her as a per¬ 
former but hits the right 
notes at the right times. 

The pair are slightly 
forced to play a little 
straight to the residents 
of the commune, 
whether it’s the oily 
Seth, wonderfully 
played by Justin 
Theroux, who manages 
to get away with holding 
the attention when 
onscreen without being 
too over the top; nudist 
Wayne (Joe Lo Truglio), 
who manages to mine a 
neat line in comedy 
without overplaying the 
‘he’s naked’ card; or 
Kathryn Hahn’s OTT 
hippy, whose overt sense 
of righteousness raises 
more than a few laughs. 

Writers Ken Marino 
(who also plays 
George’s brother) and 
David Wain get a steady 
comedic rhythm flowing 
throughout, the gag rate 
remaining consistent 
with a few big laughs 
thrown in here and there. 

But the film doesn’t 
really say much about 
the situation that George 
and Linda find them¬ 
selves in, nor does it deal 
particularly well with a 
seemingly- shoehorned- 
in subplot regarding the 
ownership of the land 
that the commune is sit¬ 
uated on being wanted 
by developers. 

Wain’s direction is 
solid if unspectacular, 
knowing where to put 
the camera at the right 
times and allowing his 
cast to deliver the goods 
to the best of their abili¬ 
ty, and, much like Role 
Models (which he also 
directed), propels the 


HISTORICAL TALK TO RAISE 
MONEY FOR CHURCH ORGAN 


DR Jonathan Hicks will be 
giving a talk in All Saints 
Church, Barry on 
Tuesday, March 13 at 7pm 
commemorating the men 
named on the church’s 
two war memorials. 


school or church in Barry will November 7 1914 when a mission to bomb the railway 
have failed to notice the German shell exploded in the yards at Trappes in north-cen- 
memorial contained therein. trench he was standing in just tral France. 

“There are numerous outside Arques during the The Lancaster came under 
memorials in the churches in First Battle of Ypres. His sustained attack from a 
Barry. The majority are in father said that on the night German Junkers 88 night 
marble and list former mem- his son was killed he heard fighter and exploded. One of 


Dr Hicks said - “After the ^ ers °f t * ie congregation who him calling to him in a dream, the crew was thrown from his 

Great War ended with the ^id not return after the wars When the Second World turret by the force of the 

signing of the Armistice in ended. I will tell the stories of War came 21 years after the explosion and parachuted 
1918, the people of Barry set some of the men who attend- end of the First World War, safely to the ground where he 
about deciding how best to e< f All Saints Church who left more men from All Saints evaded capture and made his 
commemorate the men who Barry to serve their country Church joined the forces. way back to Britain. Henry 
had fallen. Whilst it would an< f did not return.” Amongst these was Henry Thomas was not so fortunate 

not be until 1932 that the Among these names is that Samuel Thomas (husband of and he lies buried in Marissel 
Memorial Hall was finally of Thomas Henry Williams Marjorie Thomas) who served French National Cemetery, 
completed, the schools and who had lived at 5 The as an RAF flight sergeant in a Dr Hicks will recall the 
churches immediately began Triangle, Barry Island. He Lancaster bomber as wireless service of many more during 
raising funds to produce was a regular soldier and operator and air gunner with his talk. Entrance is just £3 
wooden or stone memorials served with the 2nd Battalion 622 Squadron. His aircraft and all proceeds are towards 
for display in their buildings, of the Grenadier Guards, took off from Mildenhall air- the costs of restoring the 

“No one who has attended Aged 21, he was killed on field on the June 1 1944 on a church organ. 


film along nicely. 

While hardly knock¬ 
ing you out of your cine¬ 
ma seat in terms of orig¬ 
inality or execution, 
Wanderlust does take a 
strong comedic cast and 
lets them perform and 
deliver the goods on that 
front. While certainly 
slight, it is also well 
worth a few hours of 
your life. 

VERDICT 

Undemanding but funny, 
Wanderlust makes for an 
amusing watch driven by 
good performances from 
the likes of Jennifer 
Aniston and Paul Rudd. 
You won’t find any com¬ 
edy revolution occurring 
during the running time, 
but you will find much to 
make you laugh and, on 
that front, Wanderlust 
can't be faulted. 
Enjoyable. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Knocked Up 
(2007), / Love You, Man 
(2009) 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


Penarth Computer 
Club learn about 
the Kindle e-reader 


IF you enjoy reading 
then you must be 
aware that computer 
technology is avail¬ 
able for the purpose. 
Books are being pub¬ 
lished electronically 
for reading on dedi¬ 
cated devices called e- 
readers. Like all com¬ 
puter-based gadgets, 
the original design 
purpose has been 
extended to cover a 
wider range of func¬ 
tions to convince you 
that you cannot live 
without one. 

Amazon says it now 
sells more e-books than 
hardbacks and paper¬ 
backs combined. We 
decided the time has 
come to take a look at e- 
readers. 

Mike F has a Kindle 
(as do several members) 
and in order to help us 
decide if we should have 
one, he talked about 
what it can do. 

The Kindle, as mar¬ 
keted by Amazon, is the 
most common and popu¬ 
lar one. It comes in sev¬ 
eral varieties and com¬ 
pares well against those 
manufactured by others. 

It is possible to read 
e-books on computers, i- 
phones, laptops, tablets 
and netbooks; so why do 
you need an e-reader? 

As a dedicated read¬ 
ing device, the Kindle’s 
prime job is to make the 
screen easy to read. It 
manages to achieve this 
with the use of e-ink - 
using 16 shades of grey. 
This means more com¬ 
fortable reading for 
longer, and easy reading 
in sunlight (this feature 
is vital if you want to 
read on the beach or in 
the park). 

Other features make 
life easier too, such as 
being able to enlarge the 
text size and insert com¬ 
ments and bookmarks. 

Naturally, there are 
several versions of 
Kindle and plenty of 
competition. There could 


be a particular feature 
that appeals to you, so a 
browse on-line will 
quickly find reviews that 
will help. 

Improvements are 
being added all the time. 
Some will even talk to 
you. Currently reviews 
tend to favour the Kindle 
for most purposes, but 
we are all different. 

The e-reader is light 
and pocket sized, there¬ 
fore very portable. Its 
memory can carry thou¬ 
sands of books (there are 
700,000 available from 
Kindle Store alone). 
Battery life depends on 
how much and in what 
mode you use the reader, 
but 30 hours of use at an 
hour a day would mean 
recharging once a 
month. That should be 
OK for most people. 

Books can be down¬ 
loaded on-line and are 
cheaper than paperbacks. 

There’s more; apart 
from allowing you to 
sample books before 
buying for your collec¬ 
tion, you can check your 
email, access mobile 
apps, display pictures, 
play music, use a calcu¬ 
lator, play games, down¬ 
load articles and take 
screen shots to display 
on a computer. 

You can also browse 
the web and read PDF 
(Portable Document 
Format) documents. 

Mike explained where 
to find books and how to 
download them. His 
notes about this are on 
our website for viewing. 

Will books eventually 
go the same way as the 
disappearing telephone 
kiosks? 

The next meeting is on 
Tuesday March 13 at All 
Saints Lesser Hall, 
Victoria Square, Penarth 
at 7.30pm. Steve will 
take an early look at the 
forth-coming Windows 8. 
For more information 
call 029 20708439. HD 
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Petition is presented in Cardiff 

Call for ‘psychic charter’ 
reaches Welsh Assembly 


by TIM 
CHAPMAN 

TWO providers of 
‘intuitive services’, 
who are based in the 
Vale, handed a peti¬ 
tion to the Welsh 
Government on 
March 6 calling for 
a national charter to 
protect vulnerable 
people from 

unscrupulous psy¬ 
chics. 

Lynne Caddick, and 
Ant Edwards of Zenergy 
Life, presented the peti¬ 
tion to Assembly 
Member, William 
Powell, the chair of the 
petitions committee. 

Lynne Caddick 
explained the reason 
behind demands for an 
industry charter: 

“A true psychic is 
someone who nurtures 
and supports the client, 
empowering them to 
take charge of their lives 
in a positive way and 
leaving them feeling 
uplifted and motivated. 

“Unfortunately, there 
are many people across 
Wales who have had 
extremely negative 
experiences with psy¬ 
chics which have left 
them feeling vulnerable, 



Lynne Caddick and Ant Edwards present the petition to the chairman 
of the petitions committee, Assembly Member William Powell. 

distressed and even image of him hanging. a cash point to get their 
threatened by the psy- Mr Edwards told The payment. We know of 
GEM: “It’s an instance things like this that have 


chic’s behaviour.” 

Ant Edwards began of someone being ter- 
campaigning last year rorised when they need 
for Wales to introduce a support. 

charter enforcing high “People need to be one woman in Barry 
ethical standards empowered to face the told The GEM how she 

because of some ofAhe f u ^ ure an( j no t have to had been left frightened 
abuses he had heard of contend with new fears ■ •• « 

KSidng case, 7 „t to see 

Mr Edwards spoke to a ? barter ado P ted s ° that , son Im 8 h ‘ hav f a bram 
client whose son had llfe c0 ? ches ,> medlu ” s ‘ um0 "- f he K cla,m was 

doubts about his sexual- ? r P s y ch ! cs have t0 foI ‘ fou " d *° be baseless ' 

low good practice. If the petitions corn- 


happened 

When the campaign 
was launched last year, 


by a reading from a 
medium who said her 


ity and was told by a 
medium that the son was 
considering a sex 
change - and the medi¬ 
um could even see an 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(KENSON BRIDGE PENMARK) 
(ROAD CLOSURE) (TEMPORARY) 
ORDER 2012 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of its powers under 
Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (as 

amended), and of all other enabling powers intends in not less than 
seven days from the date of this Notice to make an Order the 
general effect of which is as described in the schedules below: - 

SCHEDULE 1 

1. No person shall cause or permit a motor vehicle to proceed in the 

location specified in Schedule 2 below. 

SCHEDULE 2 

Location From the junction at grid 305197 168690, adjacent 
to Kenson Cottage, to the western side of Penmark, 
continuing in a generally northwesterly direction over 
Kenson Bridge, and on to the junction at grid 
304925 168797, to the south of Cliff Farm. 

Reason To allow for essential bridge maintenance works 
to be carried out 

Duration From 06.01 Hrs on Saturday the 17th March 2012, 
for a maximum period of 18 months. 

Alt. Route The diversion for southeast bound traffic during 
this closure will be from the un-named road from 
the junction at grid 304925 168797, to the south of 
Cliff Farm, in a westerly direction to the junction at 
grid 303990 168793, then in a southwesterly 
direction through the village Llancadle, and on to 
the junction with the B4265 at grid 303246 
167780, then continuing in a generally easterly 
direction along the B4265, to the junction at grid 
305337 168187, turn left at this junction, and 
continue along this road to the junction at grid 
305396 168330 and turn left again, continue along 
this road known as Kenson Hill, to the junction at 
grid 305197 168690, adjacent to Kenson Cottage, 
and visa-versa. 

Signing: Advance signing of this closure will be in place at 

Pancross, at the Llancadle junction at grid 303990 
168793, and on the B4265 at both access roads 
to Penmark. 

NB: Access to the field accesses from this road will be 
maintained from one end of the closure or the other during 
the time of these works. 

Dated this 8th day of March 2012. 

M. Punter, 

Head of Visible Services 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA 


“What we don’t want mittee believe the char- 
is exploitation - people ter is worth examining, 
knocking on someone’s it can call people to give 
door and taking them to evidence in the coming 
months. 

The petition can be 
viewed at 

https ://www. assembly - 
wales, org/gethome/e- 
petitions/sign- 
petition.html (click on 
‘e-petitions no longer 
open for signatures’). 


St David’s Day lecture 
tells the story of a 
famous Welsh sculptor 



ABOVE: Barry Rotary president Dave Ball, Mrs Janice Shapland, Dr Ceri Thomas, 
Mrs Mary Thomas and president elect John Shapland. 


MEMBERS of the 
Rotary Club of 
Barry and their 
guests celebrated 
Wales’ National 
Day in style with a 
St David’s Day 
breakfast in St 
Andrew’s Golf 
Club, Barry, on 
March 1. 

Members and guests 
arrived to the sound of 
Welsh music and the 
dining room resplen¬ 
dent in Welsh colours, 
with daffodils on every 
table. 

President Dave Ball 
welcomed everyone, 
especially guest speaker 
Dr Ceri Thomas and his 
mother Mrs Mary 
Thomas, thanking them 


Dinas Powys 
coffee morning 


THE latest free coffee 
morning held by 
Dinas Powys council¬ 
lors will be held this 
Saturday, March 10, 
from 11am-12.30pm 
in the Lee Hall, 
Britway Road. 

Local Plaid council¬ 
lors can also be contact¬ 
ed at home. This will be 
an opportunity to raise, 
in a relaxed atmosphere, 
matters of concern. 

A Plaid spokesman 
said: “There are many 
challenges facing our 


community. Of particu¬ 
lar interest at the 
moment are the plans to 
build 400 houses in 
Dinas Powys. 

“Residents’ views are 
essential in ensuring 
that we better reflect the 
priorities of residents.” 

For more information 
contact Chris Franks: 
Ty Isaf, 41 Highwalls 
Avenue, Dinas Powys, 
by email: fami¬ 

ly franks @ btinternet. co 
m or by calling 
07725497423. 


all for their support so 
early in the morning! 

Rotarian Meirion 
Evans then said grace 
in Welsh and English. 
After a most appetising 
Welsh breakfast pre¬ 
pared by St Andrew’s 
Golf Club chef Gareth 
and his staff, Dr Ceri 
Thomas spoke at length 
about the life and work 
of his father, the late 
Robert Thomas (sculp¬ 
tor). 

Born in 1926 in 
Cwmparc, Rhondda, 
Robert Thomas showed 
tremendous talent from 
an early age and 
became a sculptor after 
a mining accident when 
he fell through a col¬ 
liery roof. 

He lived in London 
from 1949 to 1971, and 
during his distinguished 
career, he met many 
famous people, includ¬ 
ing Diana, Princess of 
Wales. 

His legacy lives on 
in many of the statues 
that we can see today. 
They include Anuerin 
Bevan in Queen Street, 
Cardiff; Diana Princess 
of Wales in St David’s 
Hall, Cardiff; Carwyn 
James and Ryan 
Davies in BBC Wales’ 
Llandaff studios. 

A bust of Anuerin 
Bevan made by Robert 
Thomas can also be 
seen in the House of 
Commons, along with a 
Captain Cat statue in 


Greyhounds thank townsfolk 


T hank you to 
the people of, 
and visitors 
to, Cowbridge, who 
generously support¬ 
ed Greyhound 
Welfare at our 
street collection and 
‘Meet the 

Greyhounds’ event 
in the town on 
Saturday, March 3. 

The collection raised 
a total of £1,417.18, 
which will be helpful in 
meeting vet’s fees and 
kennelling costs before 
rescued dogs are found 
homes. 

On the first Sunday of 
the month at 1pm, grey¬ 
hound welfare support¬ 


ers and their dogs walk 
round the lakes at 
Cosmeston Country 
Park. Prospective 
adopters are welcome to 
come along and see the 
greyhounds. 

If you wish to enquire 


about sharing life with a 
greyhound, telephone 
Paula on 01633 892846. 
For general information, 
please phone 01446 
750663. 

John Richfield 
(Volunteer helper) 


MP’s surgery 

and 2.30pm-4pm, the 
County Library, King 
Square, Barry. 

Anyone is welcome, 
but surgeries are very 
busy, so it is advisable 
to call 01446 403814 
to make an appoint¬ 
ment. 


VALE MPAlun 
Cairns will be holding 
surgeries on Friday, 
March 9, at the fol¬ 
lowing locations: 
9.15am-10.15am, 
Wenvoe Community 
Centre; 12 noon- 
1.30pm, The 
Sportsman’s Rest, 
Peterston Super Ely; 


the Maritime Quarter in 
Swansea. 

President elect John 
Shapland gave a vote of 
thanks on behalf of 
Barry Rotarians and 
guests and president 
Dave Ball proposed the 
final toast to the Rotary 
movement, locally, 
nationally and interna¬ 
tionally. 

Rotary has 1.2mil- 
lion members world¬ 


wide who form a global 
network of business, 
professional and com¬ 
munity volunteers. The 
Rotary Club of Barry 
meets weekly in the 
Mount Sorrel Hotel on 
Thursdays 6pm for 
6.30pm. If you would 
like further information 
you can contact mem¬ 
bership chairman Peter 
Battle on 01446 
710204. 


Eisteddfod brings 
out the stars! 

THE Rhoose WI celebrated St. David’s 
Day with an eisteddfod on March 1, at the 
Community Hall, Stewart Road. 

President Jenny Reed welcomed everyone and 
members stood for a minute’s silence in memory of 
past and founder members Kath Mailing and 
Marjorie Harding, who had recently passed away. 

Members then heard the minutes of the last meet¬ 
ing and the financial and welfare reports. The pres¬ 
ident also reminded everyone about the spring coun¬ 
cil meeting at the Memorial Hall, Barry on April 18 
and asked for a delegate to represent Rhoose. 

She discussed the proposed educational trip to 
Stanway Hall in the Cotswolds which will probably 
take place in June. Everyone then settled down to 
enjoy the eisteddfod. 

Entries to the photography competition ‘Village 
Life’ were displayed on cards and Jill also thanked 
Joy Grant for providing photos from past WI events. 

Competitions began with a game in Welsh, 
followed by a find the railway station’ competition. 

Tea with Welsh cakes and bara brith allowed time 
to read the limericks and to look at the photography 
displays. People also enjoyed taking part in the 
‘guess the committee member’ baby photo compe¬ 
tition. After tea, came entertainment by individual 
members, who had chosen readings and poems 
which they wished to share, Stella Hughes, Beryl 
Lang, Shirley Hardwick, Jan Dally, Maureen 
Anderson, Gail Simmonds and Jill Jones taking 
part. 

The traditional mystery item on the programme 
revealed Elsa Jones and Jenny Reed as Sonny and 
Cher, complete with wigs, moustache and fabulous 
costumes, miming to ‘I've Got You Babe’. 

June Pallister and Pam Jupp were declared joint 
first in the limerick competition; Jan Dally won the 
photography prize; Gail Simmonds guessed who the 
‘baby’ committee members were, and Maureen 
Anderson won the ‘stations’ competition. 

The raffle was won by Heather Smith, and Gail 
Simmonds won the monthly competition . 

The president presented a plant to Jill Jones for co¬ 
ordinating the event. The evening ended with every¬ 
one singing the National Anthem. 

The next meeting will be held on April 5 at the 
Community Hall, Stewart Road, Rhoose at 7.30pm 
when Chris Price will talk about the work of the 
British Heart Foundation. New members and visi¬ 
tors will be very welcome. 

Forthcoming events: 

March 20 - annual lunch at Bear Hotel, Cowbridge 
12 noon. March 23 - skittles at 2pm in Rhoose 
Social Club. March 29 - link meeting at 7.30pm 
Llanmaes WI Tuesdays at 11am coffee and chat. 
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Choosing 
tyres: make 
sure safety 
comes first 


B uying part 

worn tyres is 
quite an 

attractive idea if 
you think you are 
saving a lot of 
money, but there is 
something far more 
important to con¬ 
sider - safety. 

Surveys have shown 
a buoyant market for 
part worn tyres, but 
the downside is that 
one in three tyres is 
defective. 

Traders should not 
be supplying tyres 
that don’t reach the 
legal standards and 
are committing a 
criminal offence if 
they do. 

Tyres should not 
have cuts that amount 
to more than 10 per 
cent of the section 
width of the tyre. 

They shouldn’t have 
lumps, bumps or 
tears, and any ply or 
cord should not be 
exposed. 

The grooves of the 
tread pattern of the 
tyre must be a depth 
of 2mm or more 
across the full breadth 
of tread and round the 
circumference of the 


tyre. 

If a tyre has not 
been retreaded, it 
must bear the correct 
approval mark, a 
speed symbol and the 
load capacity index. 

If the tyre has been 
retreaded it must bear 
the right mark. Next 
to the approval mark 
the tyre should have 
‘part worn’ in capital 
letters. 

Traders who deal in 
part worn tyres 
should carry out 
proper checks includ¬ 
ing taking it off the 
rim. 

Of course, the ideal 
is to buy new, know¬ 
ing that you are get¬ 
ting a product at the 
top of its game. 

Brand new tyres on 
a car mean you get the 
best grip possible in 
terms of driving and 
emergency manoeu¬ 
vres. 

Whatever you 
decide to do, make 
sure that safety, not 
saving money, is the 
paramount considera¬ 
tion. 


Promotion is now 
on the cards for 
Cowbridge Tennis 


AN overlooked triple Welsh 
victory on a weekend of Welsh 
sporting prowess saw 
Cowbridge Men’s tennis 
teams, and the mixed doubles, 
position themselves for promo¬ 
tion at the end of the season. 

Both the first and second mens’ 
teams were in action on Saturday 
against Cwmbran and Chepstow 
respectively, while an away match for 
the mixed doubles team against 
Llanelli finished off a crucial weekend 
for the club. 

Victory against Cwmbran proved to 
be rather more straightforward than 
Wales’ win against England in 
Twickenham, when Cwmbran failed to 
turn up, thus forfeiting the match to 
Cowbridge. 

Meanwhile, the seconds set about 
their opposition - Chepstow - with 
relish, and eager to better the away 
draw obtained earlier in the season. A 
reshuffled team used the squad system 
adopted to develop young players. 

The team comprised the recalled 
Paul Arnold after injury, previously 
rested captain Paul Wilby drafted in 
alongside the ever-present John 
Edwards and debutant Eifion Jones. 

The first round of matches went 
Cowbridge’s way with wins for 
Arnold and Wilby 6-2, 6-2, with 
Edwards and Jones securing their 
match 6-2, 6-3. 

The second round proved a little 
more difficult, with Chepstow putting 
up greater resistance by stretching 
Edwards and Jones 7-6 after a tie 
break and then, with resistance bro¬ 
ken, an easier 6-1. 

Arnold and Wilby went down 3-6, 
2-6 in a game that took the opposition 


to deuce more times than not. The win 
leaves the seconds with just one game 
left of the winter season and in second 
place in the league. 

The first team are also only one 
match from completing their commit¬ 
ments and are in a commanding posi¬ 
tion at the top of their league; so pro¬ 
motion is a real possibility for both 
teams. 

The third success came the next day 
with the mixed doubles team travel¬ 
ling to Llanelli, and a last minute call¬ 
up for a willing but admittedly tired 
Paul Wilby after a late withdrawal. 

With the experience and undoubted 
class of Anthony James in the side, 
alongside the blossoming talent of his 
partner Caroline Summers and the 
doggedly determined Louise 
Hailstone, the team set off with high 
expectations. 

As expected, James and Summers 
quickly dispatched the first pair, win¬ 
ning 6-2, 6-1. On the adjacent court 
Hailstone and Wilby were taking time 
to settle, which was not easy against a 
strong male player for Llanelli, and 
eventually went down 6-3, 6-2 despite 
being up two in both games. 

In the second round, once again 
James and Summers breezed through 
their match 6-2, 6-3. Hailstone and 
Wilby quickly put the first round 
behind them, and finally found their 
stride and went through comfortably 
6-2, 6-2, resulting in a 3-1 win to 
Cowbridge. 

The win leaves the team in second 
place, with only closest rivals Creigiau 
in contention for a promotion spot. 

To find out more about Cowbridge 
Tennis, visit 

http.V/cowbridgetennis. webs, com/, or 
telephone Sarah Wallace, membership 
secretary, on 01446 775800. 


r Wetwoe Castle QoCfCtu6 " 

Spring Invitation to 9/ezv Members 

If you are looking to join a golf club 
Wenvoe Castle certainly has a lot to offer. 

Quality Championship course with first class greens 
and rarely closed through the winter months. 

A competitive yet friendly atmosphere for prospective 
new members taking up the game for the first time. 

The charming Grade 2 Listed Club House with modern facilities 
provides the base for a wide range of social activities throughout the year. 
A highly regarded venue with top class catering for functions 
particularly Weddings and other celebrations. 


Spring Introductory offer of £700 

(12 months membership and no joining fee) 
Monthly Direct Debit available. 

Why not come along and play the course. If you decide 
to join, we will be delighted to refund your green fee. 



Can we also tempt you with some of the other benefits of becoming a member? 

• Play when and how often you like in competitions or social golf 
• No tee time booking other than some weekend competitions 
• Excellent coaching and lessons for new members 
• Restaurant and Bar Facilities with Member Discount 
• Added value of free and discounted golf at selected other Clubs. 

We hope you are interested and if so please contact 
Nicola Sims, Club Secretary, Tel 029 20594371 
www.wenvoecastlegolfclub.co.uk 

^^^^^^^mail^envoecastlegolfclub@btintemetcorr^^^^^^ 


Looking to advertise in over 41,000 newspapers 
from Penarth to Porthcawl AND online? 
Then get in touch with us on 01446 774484 
or email: gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 



Barry Tyre & Autocentre Ltd 

The new Service Centre is available to customers old and new. 
A family owned business serving Barry for nearly 40 years. 


For good quality that costs you less! 



Wm 


Tyres, Exhausts 
& Batteries 
Motorcycle tyres 
fitted & balanced 
Car servicing 




FEDefWL 

'JsnmxxTTWi 

firestone 
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Car servicing from only £49.95 

Fully qualified mechanics. 
Brakes, exhausts, 
batteries. 


Motorcycle Tyres 
Fitted and Balanced 

Servicing for Motorcycles. 


Car Servicing & Repairs 

Also diagnostics using 
the latest technology. 
MoT’s - 4 wheel alignment. 


I J ■IVVJH.'l 
W VOWXOMA 


TOVO 


We only sell new tyres, using the best tyre products and brands at the best possible prices 
Using the latest technology, we can supply, fit and balance all our tyres on site. 

LOWER GUTHRIE HOLTON ROAD, Monday 6 Friday 

STREET, BARRY CF63 4PS pMf BARRY CF63 4HU 8.30am - 5.00pm 

01446 737447 ■■ 01446 745888 



Saturday 
8.30am - 1.00pm 


www.barrytyreautocentre.co.uk 
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Year-7 girls take 
county netball title 



LLANTWIT 
MAJOR 
Comprehensive 
School’s year-7 net- 
ball team travelled 
to Cowbridge for 
the annual county 
tournament on 
February 29. 

Five teams were in 
the running to be 
crowned county cham¬ 
pions from across the 
Vale. The team was 
Rhian Flegg, Rhiannon 
Parry, Heather 
Bowkett, Rachel Reilly 
(captain), Nicole Jones, 
Bethany Barrell, Cerys 
Taylor, Hannah Jones, 
Camryn Locke and 
Chloe Holehouse. 

The competition was 
extremely tight with 
three schools finishing 
on the same points. 
Overall, the Llantwit 
girls took the title on 
goal difference with a 


massive 25 points 
being scored. Well 
done girls! 


ABOVE: The 
Llantwit title winners! 


LLANTWIT Major 
under-14s travelled 
to Sully looking to 
build on the superb 
performance the 
week before which 
saw them overcome 
a very physical 
Cefneithen side. 

The early morning 
rain had cleared away 
and the playing condi¬ 
tions were ideal for what 
promised to be another 
end to end battle against 
a Sully team who have 
always provided a stern 
test for the Llantwit boys. 

Captain Joe Bunt won 
the toss and opted to play 
with the strong wind 
behind his team. This 
looked to be a wise desi- 


cion as the opening 
exchanges mostly took 
place deep in the Sully 
half. 

Llantwit looked to run 
the ball at every opportu¬ 
nity and some flowing 
moves were only snuffed 
out by some good 
defence by the home 
side. To their credit Sully 
also looked to play posi¬ 
tive rugby but good pres¬ 
sure from the Llantwit 
team did force some han¬ 
dling errors just as they 
were begining to build 
some momentum. 

The first of Llantwit's 
six tries came from cen¬ 
tre Charlie Neale who 
went in under the posts 
following a turnover 
forced by openside Toby 


Rhys stars in under-12s win 


AS expected, with the Llanishen pack 
being physically larger, the first half was 
hard fought for Cowbridge under-12s. 

However, intelligent, tactical kicking by 
Cowbridge fly-half, Rhys Bradshaw, kept the home 
forwards on the move. 

The opening try came from quick ruck ball, 5 
metres out, with Dylan Cottle crossing the line. 

Minutes later, a line-out on the 22 resulted in 
quick ball and a great miss-move between Rhys 
Bradshaw and Max Cunnington which created an 
opening for Evan Williams to run in the second try. 
Llanishen responded with a strong forward drive to 
score their try. 

The second half opened with the kick-off being 
caught by Jac Roberts who made good ground, and 
he passed to Morgan Gore who kicked ahead. 

William Davies then secured possession and 
popped the ball up to Evan Williams who chipped 
ahead over the defenders, before the ball bounced up 
into his arms on the 22 and he ran in for the try. 

The next try again began within the Cowbridge 
22, the ball being passed out to Rhys Bradshaw who 
set off on an incredible, weaving run through the 


Llanishen team to extend the lead. 

Later, from a scrum deep in the Cowbridge half, 
the ball was fed again to Rhys Bradshaw who 
showed his growing confidence and great natural 
ability, to side-step and swerve his way through 
defenders before off-loading to the supporting Jac 
Roberts who ran a further 30 metres to score a well 
deserved try. 

Minutes later, a tap-penalty allowed loan Lewis 
to launch another attack. Morgan Gore side-stepped 
two opponents before passing to Rhys Bradshaw, 
who again performed a surreal series of swerves and 
side steps before passing back inside to the ever¬ 
present Jac Roberts to score his second try. 

The final Cowbridge try came from a kick and 
chase with William Davies putting in a great tackle 
on the Llanishen full back, popping the ball up for 
Sam Corkill who was tackled within inches of the 
line but he popped the ball up for Rhys Bradshaw. 

With two conversions each for Evan Williams 
and Morgan Gore, the final score was 43-5. 

GD 


Walker and some good 
handling from the backs; 
Iestyn Jones added the 
extras. 

Sully responded well 
and scored an un-con- 
verted try following 
some good work by their 
forwards. Both teams 
then tried to put their 
stamp on the game. 
Llantwit's defence was 
tested several times and 
only last ditch tackles 
prevented Sully from 
scoring on several occas- 
sions. 

As the half drew to a 
close the Llantwit backs 
called a superbly execut¬ 
ed move off a scrum 
which saw flying wing 
Alex Hill put in to space 
to score from half-way. 
Again Iestyn Jones con¬ 
verted. 

The second half start¬ 
ed with Llantwit playing 
into a strong wind, how¬ 
ever they adapted their 
game well to the condi¬ 
tions and looked to run 
whenever possible. This 
attitude paid off when 
Charlie Neale beat the 
defence for his second 
try of the morning, The 
try went un-converted. 

Sully pushed the re¬ 
start deep and in to touch. 
They put pressure on the 
Llantwit line-out and 
forced a penalty five 
metres out. They tapped 
quickly and there was no 
stopping the home teams 
prop from short range 
who scored Sully’s sec¬ 
ond try. 

Sully continued to try 
to play positive rugby but 
the increasing pressure 
from the Llantwit team 


saw more turnovers. 
Particuarly effective at 
the breakdown were the 
back row of Owen 
Jauncey, Max Croucher 
and Toby Walker. This 
trio managed to hold up 
any possession that Sully 
ran at them and were able 
to prevent the ball getting 
to ground. 

With high quality 
quick ball being provided 
by his pack, scrum half 
Steffen Godwin was able 
to release his backs who 
were quick to spot the 
gaps appearing out wide. 
Alex Hill was able to 
exploit the wide open 
spaces and scored the 
game’s next two tries and 
grabbe his hat-trick in the 
process. 

Hooker Corey 

Campbell, finding him¬ 
self in the fly half posi¬ 
tion, placed a wonderful 
cross-kick for Hill to run 
on to for his hat-trick try. 
Iestyn Jones converted 
one of these tries to put 
the game beyond a tiring 
home side. 

The last play of the 
game saw a superb 
backs’ move which start¬ 
ed on Llantwit’s try line. 
Sully spilt the ball in 
contact when it looked 
likely they would score, 
wing Jake Hasslet picked 
up the ball and advanced 
to his own 10 metre line 
before being tackled. 

However he kept the 
ball alive and as the 
Llantwit forwards 
cleared the defenders 
away, scrum half Steffen 
Godwin found Charlie 
Neale in space who raced 
in from half way for the 


game’s final try and his 
hat-trick. 

He converted his own 
try as the final whistle 
went. The final score was 
38-10 to Llantwit. 

Several players really 
stood out in a great team 
performance. 

Connor Davies packed 
down at prop instead of 
his usual berth in the sec¬ 
ond row and did a superb 
job in both the tight and 
the loose. 

Fellow prop Morgan 
Thomas covered every 
inch of the pitch and 
showed great hands 
when linking with the 
backs. Hooker Corey 
Campbell hit his jumpers 
and showed his kicking 
ability. 

Tom Whitehouse had 
his best game to date in 
the second row, stand in 
blindside Owen Jauncey 
tackled himself to a 
standstill. 

Scrum half Steffen 
Godwin provided quality 
ball for the man of the 
match, fly-half Iestyn 
Jones, to feed the rest of 
his back line. 

Captain Joe Bunt was 
able to spread the ball to 
the speedsters outside 
him and also proved to be 
solid in defence with 
some crunching tackles. 

Whenever Sully did 
threaten, full back Todd 
Oldfield was solid in 
defence and always 
offered attacking options 
with some superb sup¬ 
port play. 

TJ 



THE PASTURES, BARRY IC0LC0T ROAD, BARRY 


1 2 bedroom end link in popular 
cul-de-sac location 
' Gas central heating 
' Double glazed 
1 Driveway 

1 Offered with vacant 
possession & no chain 


£92,500 


• 3 bedroom bay fronted 
semi detached 

• Conservatory 

• Gas central heating & 
double glazed 

• Driveway 

• In need of cosmetic upgrade 
throughout. 

• Offered with vacant possession 
& no chain 


£128,950 


T-- <fc' f 



GLADSTONE ROAD, BARRY 

• 4 Bedroom end terrace bay fronted 
property in popular location 

• Gas central heating & 
double glazed 

• 3 reception rooms 

• Garage with rear lane access 

• Many original features remain 
Offered with vacant possession 
& no chain |SVS9^j 


| BRYN AWEL, BARRY 

• 4 bedroom detached property 
in popular location 

• Gas central heating 
& double glazed 

• Detached garage & driveway 

• Spacious gardens 

• Views across Bristol Channel 


£244,950 


PLAS ESSYLLT, SUNNYCROFT 
| LANE, DINAS POWYS 

• Immaculately presented 2 bedroom 
1st floor maisonette 

• Gas central heating & double glazed 

• Private front & rear gardens 

• Balcony with views over Dinas Powys 
towards Llandough 

• Off road parking to front 

• Set on no through road, offering short 
walk to 

SSL **** 



LLAN FARM, BARRY 

An extended 5 bedroom detached 
property dating back to approx 1700’s 
Landscaped front & rear gardens 
set on approx 1/3 of an acre 
Set in quiet semi-rural location 
Off road parking with double garage 
Gas central heating & double glazed 
Offered freehold _ 


£299,000 



BUTTRILLS ROAD, BARRY 

• A generously sized 2 double 
bedroom ground floor flat 

• Gas central heating & 
double glazed 

• Communal front & 
rear gardens 

• Viewing highly recommended 

• No ongoing chain 


£90,000 




MOREL STREET, BARRY 

• A well presented 3 bedroom 
property in a popular location 
of Barry 

• Gas central heating & 
double glazed 

• Some original features remain 

• Viewing highly recommended 


£105,000 



WINSTON ROAD, BARRY | 

3 bedroom semi detached 
property in popular location 
Gas central heating & 
double glazed 
Driveway to front 
Front & rear gardens 
Offered freehold with vacant 
possession & no chain 


PUBLIC NOTICE: 

I 4 Park Avenue, Barry 
CF62 7RL 

We are acting for the 
mortgagees in 
possession and have 
received an offer of 
| £148,000 for the above 
mentioned property. 
Any interested parties 
| must submit any higher 
offers in writing to the 
| agent before exchange 
of contracts takes 
place. Grove Estates. 
174 Holton Road, 
Barry CF63 4HN 


RENTALS 

Gladstone Road, Barry 

2 Bedroom 1st floor flat in popular loca¬ 
tion. GCH. DG. Unfurnished £525 pcm 
Regent Street, Barry 

Larger than average 2 Bedroom property 
in central location GCH & DG. 
Unfurnished £575pcm 

College Road, Barry 

3 Bedroom terrace property in popular 
location. GCH. Mostly DG. 

Unfurnished £600 pcm 

Barry Road, Barry 

1 Bedroom 1st floor flat, GCH, DG. 
Unfurnished £400pcm 

Lower Guthrie Street, Barry 

1 Bedroom 1st floor flat, GCH, DG. 

Fully furnished £400pcm 

Davies Street, Barry 

2 Bedroom house in popular location. 
GCH, DG, Unfurnished £525pcm 
Courtney Road, Barry 

2 Bedroom 1st floor flat, GCH, DG. 

Unfurnished £460pcm 

St Mary’s Avenue, Barry 

3 Bedroom bay fronted property. GCH, 

. DG. Unfurnished. £600pcm 


01446 747474 


salcsigc-grovc.co uk 


www c-g rove co.uk 
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Chris Davies 


£89,950 


£89,995 


£93,500 


Rhoose 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


award winning 

estate agent Since 1989 


ADVERTISE 
YOUR PROPERTY ON 
THIS PAGE 


£114,999 


£119,950 


£97,950 


Lets! 

Thompson Street, Barry 

Unfurnished 1 bed house 1st Floor Flat £425 pcm 

Murland Way, Rhoose 

Furnished 1 bedroom house £450 pcm 

Lougher Place, St Athan 

Unfurnished 2 bedroom flat with garden £475 pcm 
Seapoint,The Knap, Barry 

Unfurnished 1 bed 2nd Floor Flat £495 pcm 

Amherst Crescent, Barry 

Unfurnished 1 bed, Ground Floor Flat £495 pcm 

YMCA Buildings, Barry 

Part furnished, 2 bedroom flat £500 pcm 

Fontygary Road, Rhoose 

Unfurnished large 2 bed, First Floor Flat £525 pcm 
Magpie Road, St Athan 

Unfurnished 2 bedroom house £495 pcm 

Eagle Road, St Athan 

Unfurnished 2 bed min link house £525 pcm 

Courtlands, Barry 

Unfurnished 2 bed 1 st floor flat £550 pcm 

Murlande Way, Rhoose 

Unfurnished 2 bedroom house £550 pcm 

Cattwg Close Llantwit Major 

Unfurnished 2 bedroom house £550 pcm 

Scott Close, St Athan 

Unfurnished 3 bedroom end-link house £575 pcm 

Three Ships Court, Mumbles, Swansea 
Unfurnished 3 bedroom detached house £795 pcm 
Melyn-Y-Gors, Barry 

Unfurnished 4 bedroom detached house £800 pcm 
Heol y Dryw, Rhoose 

Unfurnished 4 bedroom town house £825 pcm 

Cartref St Donat’s, Llantwit Major 

Detached 5 Bedroom Grade II Listed Farmhouse £1,495pcm 

Call today to book a free rental valuation 

01446 792020 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 


£127,495 


£129,999 


£137,950 


£139,999 


£145,950 


£167,500 


£179,950 


£189,950 


£275,000 


£95,950 


f rightmove .«* 


chris-davies.co.uk 


Drake Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 

Backing Onto The Golf Club 
Family Home 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Leigh Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Double Fronted 
No Onward Chain 

Call Simon 01446 791963 




Tennyson Way, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
4 Receptions 
Open Outlook Onto Fields 

Call Simon 01446 791963 








Cabo Roig, Costa Blanca 

2 bed, ground floor apartment. Communal 
pool. Murcia airport 20 minutes. 
Existing mortgage in place 
that can be taken over! 

Call Paul Freephone 0800 135 7503 


Beggars Pound, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Ideal For Downsizing 
Backing Onto The Brook 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Four Acre, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Refurbished Throughout 
75ft South Facing Rear Garden 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Redwood Close, Llantwit Major 

First Floor Flat 
2 Bedrooms 
Garage 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Church Meadow, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 
Off Road Parking 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Starling Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Open Green Aspect 
No Onward Chain 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Wimbourne Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
No Onward Chain 
Low Maintence Garden 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


llltyd Avenue, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
End Terraced House 
South Facing Rear Garden 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


- 

Starling Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms 
Ideal Starter Home 
Off Road Parking 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Gileston Road, St Athan 

2 Bedrooms Plus Nursery 
View of the Fields 
Conservatory 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Gileston Road, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
2 Receptions 
Refurbishment Required 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Carmarthen Close, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
End Link Home 
14ft Modern Kitchen/Diner 

Call Simon 01446 791963 


Scott Close, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
Family Home 
No Onward Chain 

Call Simon 01446 791963 
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Sign tig to Sky T¥ with iis! 
HKKSky+grHD Box 

EXISTING Sky customer tuiurodi 
t HO upgrade only 160 

✓ Oomnitc A Gomvtarelal 

✓ 0«umrnk Pft» C«|» 

✓ 24 how * Oayt Sarvca 

✓ 12 Mart* r»»»KintH» 

/ HVI Intlaltert 

FREE ESTIMATES 
SAME DAY SERVICE 




Digital serials supplied si compotiti 
SKY Osgairs. adjustments sad nisi 


Is Your Aerial 


«*5iMG3 


Cofilidiralkr o# Aartal Irnlalkn 
CfftnnJY P»>M ClmM r 
vitln^ l«iu«lr\ Baochnirt A»r jw« 
C «&•> irtc Acc«»»crm? 


■ - nslt $w misltfl tr somilts 

01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 

SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE INSTALLATION £65 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07772206399/01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES ■ FREE ESTIMATES ■ OAP DISCOUNTS ■ 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 747875/743267 


Barry Aerials 

Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 
4 Poor Reception Fixed 

• Additional TV Points 
4 Digital Aerial Installations 
4 Free Home Visits 
< Freesat Installations 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 




MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

S 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.buildersihotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


T [to® 





* Digital Aerials 

* Repairs & Upgrades 
% Affordable Prices 

* Reliable Service 

* OAP Discounts 
% Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 




Are you planning Property 
Maintenance for 2012? 

• General Repairs & Building Work 

• Kitchen & Bathroom Installation 
• Plumbing 'Tiling • Carpentry • Guttering 

• Burst pipe callout from £40 


Ci.i1jjjj.iay 


Chimney 

Sweep 


fern 


No job 
Too Small! 


Freephone: 0800 61 2 2806 Mobile: 07927 652 620 | 

Email: nial@fernpropertydevelopment.com 

www.fernpropertydevelopment.com 


C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 




flear 

Cftwmyfaip i * 

Certified with the 

‘Guild of 
Master Sweeps’ 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued. 

Tel. 07890 857238 


le me @ 
ifmastersweeps 


G for 2 

Buy 3 blinds for 
the price of 2 


This fantastic 
offer is for a 
limited time only, 
call us today 

| Probably Wales’ Number I for: 

a Blinds 

• Shutters 
•Awnings SOlar 

•Canopies bfindS 




BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEWSHOWROOMS' UNIT3&4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


VALE BLINDS(Wales,Ltd 

SALE NOW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds ■■■ 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles W 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 




Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 




CORONA-BUILD 


PROPERTY RENOVATIONS 

BATHROOMS KITCHENS CONCRETE WORKTOPS 
AND CABINET SOLUTIONS NATURAL STONE 
MARBLE VICTORIAN FLOOR 
UNDER FLOOR HEATING LIME RENDERING 
PLASTERING AND BRICKWORK EXPERT 

Call 01446 774384 or 07894 388610 

www.mcorona.co.uk • Email mcorona@live.co.uk 



R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing , 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 713737 
or 07920 195775 


^Ojears^Experiencej 

ALL PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 
UNDERTAKEN PLUS 

• Plastering • Roofing 

• Upvc Fascias 
& Guttering 

• Painting • Decking 

» Fencing _ a 


01446 402830 


| BARRY & VALE DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 




01446 420784 • 07970 642537 


rue mmm 

Reaching 
the people 
from Penarth 
to Porthcawl 


Celtic Professional 
Builders & Plasterers 


• Loft Conversions 

• Extensions/Renovations I 

• Brickwork/Driveways I 

• New Build 

• Kitchens/Bathrooms 


Mobile: 07531 062775 
Tel: 01656 711443 


$ 


w6 


Unit ID, Hepworth 
Park, Coed Cae Lane 
Ind Est, CF72 9DX 

BRIDGEND 

01656 858 143 

CARDIFF 

02921 155009 

LLANTRISANT 

01443 237753 


fa Prices 


Perfect Fit 
snservatory Blind 

Pleated 

Venetian Blinds 

Roman Blinds 

Roller Blinds 

Vertical Blinds 

Wooden Blinds 


bargainblinds_@hotmail.co.uk 
www.bargain \ blinds.co.uk 


The GEM 01446 774484 
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Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

"cryetal-Jt" 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 




AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 

csss mssmmm 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 

07779 713604 anytime I Professional & Affordable 


John Clissett’s 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
Interior & Exterior 

FOR FREE ESTIMATE 

3QBBW 01446 750625 
07980 691584 




njurltmtifc 
Richard alia! 
Carpenter-Joinerj 

I All aspects of Property Maintenance undertaken I 



W Hits wood 
VS M ■ we're 

CARPENTRY Ver Y 9 00 ^ 

Kitchens •Flooring* Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance* Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


Call 07531 37 06 59 
or 01446 79 56 62 





Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable a and 

• Insurance Work Undertaken w /-™ 1w „ rv . 1 vA 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering ^^e7^irmte S 

01446 771137 & Quotations r 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 




1st CHOICE 

CLEANING SERVICES 


Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 
Pet Odour/Stain Removal 
Protective Treatments 
Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 

■sra pi 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 


a* 


BIZZY 

for all types of cleaning 


Domestic & Household 
Carpets - Windows • Patios • Guttering 
Conservatory Cleaning (inside & out) 


Tel: 07969 039 358 
E-Mail: bizzybeez@live.co.uk 




|D.GULLIVER R ar| 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


0 All Internal & External Work 
0 No job too Small 
0 25 Years Experience 
0 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile; 07914 056255 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 



GUTTER CLEANING 



01446 741460 
07830 480569 


STEVE SEGUST 

FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VOLE CARPETS 

(Zanfiet Sdofi 
(dot comet to cyou 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


Fun-2-Drive 

PASSED IT? 
NOT YET?? 
YOU WILL!!! 




LANEWISE 
DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £30 
First lO hours 
from £120 

FOR TOTAL 
BEGINNERS 


01446 719555 
v 07798 501267 


@3Q3#0|P3 

Driving School Ltd 

Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 
Learn from 14 years of age 
One week crash courses including test 
Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * | 
* Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 




STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


MPN Windows, your local Network 
VEKA member is recommended 
by Steve Davis 


0% FINANCE 


FREE j| 

VERTICAL BLINDS j 

v Offer only with this voucher 


Doors,Windows, Conservatories 
Garage Conversions, 

Repairs & Installations 
Prices you can’t afford to miss! 



INSTA 

ELECTRIC 

* All electrical work undertaken 

* Testing & Inspection 

• Fault Finding • Installations 

• Maintenance * Repairs 


Limited Offer: 


Fuse Board 


Replacement 


- £349 in VAT 



01446 733773 R 
07816 091425 V . 


~ "'ll VI" (^QaaEtogj 


mi 


www.mpnwmdows.com 


MPN Upvc Windows & Doors 

01446 439212*01656 648464*02920 508770 

E-Mail: mpnwindows@aol.com 
Bridgend Showroom: Cardiff Showroom: 

I Oa Ewenny Road, Unit 2, Leckwith Rd, 
Bridgend CF31 3HL Cardiff CF11 8AP 
Free conservatory design service available 


Opening hours 9am to 9pm 7 days a week 


/ RE*FIT 

^ (Established Family Business) 

LA ! rtf * HHlimiiiUL 


PJ CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble Dryers, 
Dishwashers, etc. Est 1983 
Most makes repaired 
Machines NOT taken away 
Repaired at your own home 
7T Bridgend 659354 £! 07974 120082 




S IV .Vaughan 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES m 

ALL ELECTRICAL WORK M |« erk 

UNDERTAKEN I pproved Contractc 

• Rewires • Sockets • Lights, etc 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, iy Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 



National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


Approved Contractor 




jConipIrlr hard™ S*nii»j 


ttNONG • 1*1 MM, • mm fILUUX MMXit > 
AND LAWMS • AALLi. HTWS AND Klkii 

Trlvpbiifir: 01446 419428 
or 07765 611753 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 



n 


f>) GARDEN & 
LANDSCAPING 

L SERVICES 

1 (U HW1H1U il IITW 


Why renew when you can repair! 

Richard 07518 256743 or 01656 842414 
www.refitlocksmiths.co.uk 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 


www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 


Dave RefFell 

Electrical Services 

' 


Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefifell@hotmail.co.uk 


LAING 



Electrical 
Services 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms, Design, 
Installation, 
Maintenance 
N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 
Competitive prices 

Mobile 07980 712777 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 

APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 



UrUJillrH 


■ Washing Machines Electric 
Q Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

6 R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

Mobile: m m { 

07885 347642 I 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Unbeatable Prices 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Bridge 

Vale 

Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HEDGE CUTTING 
& FENCING AVAILABLE 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


The 


or Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


MORE 
GARDEN 
SERVICES 
ON NEXT 
PAGE 
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Heating & 

Plumbing 

Installation 


COMBINATION BOILER & 
LPG SPECIALIST 


Static Homes - Caravans 
Landlord/Gas Safety Certificates 
Competitive Prices 
Reliable Service 

01446 796263 or 07814 394378 

www.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices@yahoo.co.uk 302870 





The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 



GAM Phimbing ^Heating 

Grpoff MfliinHp.r 


Geoff Maunder, 

124 The Headlands, Barry 


I 07815 097994 24 hrs, or 01446 735681 

I ™ COMBINATION BOILER SPECIALIST 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 
Central Heating Installations 
Boiler Breakdowns • Cookers 
Bathroom Suites • Showers 
All Work Guaranteed 301616 


m 


‘DC Pfumbmtf 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

CaiOaM v 

0-446 41 If 11 

ylo • om m 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 

07876 506982 JR 
01446 740176 53440 



£ Services £ 

^ For all your plumbing ^ 
^ requirements ^ 

^ Got a leaky tap, ^ 
^ need to move a ^ 
^ radiator, installing a ^ 
^ new kitchen, putting ^ 
^ in a bathroom suite, ^ 
^ new shower? ^ 

£ ‘Barry 07772 383778 ^ 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
> C m & Tiling 

01446 

794266 



Oil, Gas & LPG Heating Repairs 
Oil Tank Repairs, 24 hour Service 
✓ Log Burners, Solid Fuel, 
hhm Chimney Lining Specialist - 
OFTEC & Gas Safe Registered 


01446 461994 or 01656 657438 
Call Mobile 07768 367298 


Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


CELTIC 
PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All aspects of 
plumbing and heating 
work undertaken 


07973 785339 
07956 887536 


4 


Instant Repairs 


(Gas) Design, Install, Upgrade, Repair 
No Call Out Fee (Special rates for OAP) 
All work guaranteed 2 years 
The Best, Prompt Service, for Less cost. 

Reg. over 20 


Call 074 299 37290 For immediate response 
or 01446 506242 for next day service 


* 




M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insured" 



J P EDWARDS 

PLUMBING A HtATINO 

Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 


Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 



No. 526644 


01446 790127 07719 605526 

nut gu>n> Nui AUQt ioiAiiet 




S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats _ 230141 



01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 

Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 ~ 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk c ^ d 




ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 



ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 



Nice Man, Cheap Van 

(Luton Van with Tail Lift) - Best Prices 



Tel: 01446 794279 or 02920 450118 
Mobile: 07570 931487 
www.discountvanman.co.uk 



WELDING 

REPAIRS 

Gates - Railings 
Any Metal Work 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Time Served Tradesman 

07530 473862 



JiuhiiLb iiamuvuJ 



Possibly the 
cheapest Skips 
in South Wales 

Open: Mon-Fri jTi Saturday 

7am - 6pm \ 8am-1pm 

REMOVE RECYCLE RE-USE 

* 

INSTAi.r 

SKIP HIRE A 

Mini, Midi & Large Builders Skips 
Delivered and Collected 

Discount ONLY on 
Hardcore Skips 0 - 

WASTE COLLECTIONS 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

Abacus Skip Hire 

Your local skip hire company 
£10 off second skip if both ordered 
within same calendar month 

Mixed Waste 100% Wood/ 

2 yard £79 £63 

4 yard £99 £81 «■£ 

5.5 yard £109 £89 

8 yard £149^ £130 ( 0800 1 

16 yard £200 £180 030 4549 

16 yard (wood only) £160' - ' 

Clean Wood gate fees 0 ton 

Commercial & Demolition Wood £18 per ton 

Deliveries to site must have waste carrier licence. 
Prices not inc. of VAT or permit, if required. 

^ijUyi 

Tipper Hire & Digger Hire 
also available 

We Can Help! 

Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 

■K 
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All MoT 
Failures and 
No Tax 

£100 to 

£ 1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 593732 
07415 851192 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 



We buy any: 

Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, Scrap Metal etc 

UP TO £20,000 CASH PAID 

We will beat any price locally for: Copper, 
Lead. Brass, Aluminium, Stainless Steel, 
Household Wire, Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 

Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 


ir^ ONLY 
licensed 
company 
Registered with 
I the DVLA and 
Environmental 
Agency in 
Barry 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 


Advertise your 
old one with us 


Telephone 

Gareth 


01446 

774484 


75**^ 



www.facebook.com/semnews • www.twitter.com/sem news 


WBml 


THE GEM - 33 





Lifelong Learning 
Dysgu Gydol Oes 

Library Assistant* 

Up to CIS, 444 p* pro rote 
11 hoir* a nfcek anr 3 dors 
Re# Y-TR-LB061 

Busmess Management end Innovation 
Rheofi Busnes ac Arioesi 

Care Attendant* 

Temporary for up to 9 months 

Up to CS 01 per hour plus tonancomerrls tor wwofctnd and 
bank hokdey work 

27 5 hours over ftxr days on a roll rig rota 
Re# VCCTO507 

For turther mftormartto* a*d an application form contact the 
Council by y aA h g wemvwleofglarorpMt.eofeiJk or laiopftwM 
contact OneVate on 01444 TfOI11 between 4 a m 4p m 

CtoengOeto 22 March 3012 

’SdCr n to e r.RR Cerram 


Personal Assistant Wanted 

A chatty gentleman with spina bifida who enjoys 
computing and reading is looking to employ a 
trustworthy and flexible PA to maintain his 
independence and to assist with domestic tasks 
around his home in the Barry area. 

3 hours available per week to be worked flexibly. 
£8.10 per hour. 

Tel: Dewis CIL on 01443 827930 

Quote Ref: YOG 129 Charity No. 1098229 


^JUiU'MI kii 12=14Id 


•EE3E 


/^ST ATHAN\ 
Eglwys Brewis 
Cedar Road 

4 bed detached ex-showhouse, 
en-suite, immaculate. Rare 
opportunity for this bargain. 

£221,995 

Part exchange 110% as valued by a local 
chartered surveyor for your present home. 

Office: 01254 265550 
Anytime: 07792 479418 


W A. Brown .Son 


Funeral Or actor* 


24 hoot* s dsy, 7 1« 

• Fx-«ni prepir>TTxrt plans 
• Monona mieonry 

Pembroke House. 

College Street. Uantwil Maio# 

01446 792 44)9 


/yhrk independent 

3/uneral /directors 


^ • Local 24 hr dedicated 

phone line. 

* • Service chapel to seat 

50 or 250 available. 


Call us on 01446 421212 

www.parkfunerals.co.uk 

7 Tynewydd Rd, Barry, CF62 8HB 


SELL YOUR 
HOUSE FAST 
FOR CASH! 

For a confidential chat 
about your options 
call Sandy now on 


01446439196 


islset 

Barry ^ 

< 3 BEDROOM 


TERRACED HOUSE 

GCH D/G. Unfurnished. 


Bond & References 

For further information, ring 

Tel: 07905 429935 



GCH. Refurbished & 
newly fitted kitchen. 

Bond & References 
Required 
£540 pcm 

Tel: 07971 289945 


Pot 


ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the appropri¬ 
ate amount made payable 
to The Glamorgan GEM’ at 
The GEM, Graig House, 
53 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
CF71 7EL or telephone us 
with your wording by 12 
noon Tuesday. All major 
credit cards accepted. Tel 
01446 774484. Advert 

must contain a residential 
land line telephone num¬ 
ber. You may alter your 
advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are 
given. 


Girl’s Apollo 

mountain bike £30 
2 single divan beds 
(with drawer base) 
£45 each 
or £75 both 
1 large dolls house 
- £20 

2 Ikea armchairs, 

rust covers, dark wood 
frame - £50 both 

Tel: 01446 711076 

7/10 


Matching Tables 

(26x26x20) £35 
(28x47x16) £45 
Maple with black 
granite inserts. 

Webber BBQ 

with attachments £45 

01446 793873 m 


Acorn Deluxe 
Stairlift 

Straight rail, 3 years 
old, full service, located 
in Llantwit Major. 

£500 

01291 690590 


Ikea Double 
Bed £50. 
Single Bed £35. 
Chest of 
drawers £50. 
Tel: 

01446 737482 g 0 


BRAND NEW 
DOUBLE MATTRESS 

Unused and in original 
packaging. Orthopaedic 
memory foam over 
quality springing. RRP 
£699, genuine bargain 
at £120. No offers. 
Tel: 01656 655701. 9/10 


Maskreys 
Cherrywood 
Hall Table 

With two drawers, 
height 31”, width 42”, 
depth 17”. VGC. 

£115 ono 

Tel: 01446 740124 10/11 




58 Vauxhall 

Zafira 1598cc 

Dark Blue, MOT to 16 
Jan 2013; Tax 31 July 
2012. 22,000 miles. 

£6,000 

01446 796400 


VReg 

Ford Fiesta 

Zetec 

Engine very reliable, 
MOT to Dec 2012, light 
switch faulty, hence 

£400 ono 
01446 720284 gio 


RICHARDS 

Rath 

Passed away peacefully at home with her 
family present after a short illness, Kath, 
loving wife of the late Don, much loved 
mother and grandmother. 

Funeral service will be held at Coychurch 
Crematorium on Thursday, 15th March at 2.15pm. 
Family flowers only, please make any donations to 
Marie Curie Cancer Care. 


Pauline Gordon Huish 

(nee Hiscock) 25 Feb 1949 to 27 Feb 2012 
Beloved sister of Phil Hiscock. 

What she suffered she told so few, 

She did not deserve what she went through, 
Tired and weary, she made no fuss; 

But tried so hard to stay with us. 

Miss you always, your loving brother Phil. 




J** PILCHER 

Gwyneth 

Peacefully on 6 March 2012, Gwyneth of Llantwit 
Major, beloved wife of Ron, and a dearly loved 
mother of Michael, David, Tony and Martin. 

She was a loving mother in law, grandmother and 
great-grandmother, and will be sadly missed. 
Resting at WA Brown, College St, Uantwit Major until 
the funeral service in Coychurch Crematorium on 
Wednesday 14th March at 2.45pm. No flowers. 
Donations may be made to Marie Curie Cancer Care 
c/o the Funeral Director (cheques only please). 



BLUCK * 

David Frederick George r 

Peacefully on Tuesday February 28 at UHW, Cardiff, 
David, aged 56 years, of Llysworney. 


Dearly loved husband of Diane, loving father of Richard 
and Sarah and father-in-law of Natalie, beloved son of the 
late George and Barbara Bluck, devoted brother of Pat and 
the late John and Ann, brother-in-law of Trevor, Gill and 
Tony, much loved uncle of Vince and Alex, Debbie and 
Richard, Karen and Wayne. 

No more struggling Dave. Sleep peacefully. 
Night night God Bless. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & Sons, 
Fonmon, until the funeral on Monday March 12 at St Tydfil’s 
Church, Llysworney at 2.15pm followed by cremation at 
Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend at 3.45pm. Family flow¬ 
ers only may be sent to the Funeral Home, donations in lieu 
if desired may be sent to The Cystic Fibrosis Trust 
c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ 


TROTT 

Heather 

TEN YEARS ON MARCH 6. 

On beautiful Bossington mountain 
by the sea, you loved so very much. 



I miss your wonderful smile, 
and happy life we had together. 

That’s with me all the time. 

We all miss you so very much. 

John and your dear family. XXX 




SILVESTER 

Raymond 

Jill Silvester and her family would like to thank the 
many friends and neighbours for such overwhelm¬ 
ing support and love in our sad loss of Ray. Thanks 
also to the ones who could attend Ray's funeral 
service lead by the Reverend David Trehame 
which was comforting and uplifting; also Wil li am 
James & Sons Funeral Directors, who were profes¬ 
sional, kind, caring and respectful. Our warmest 
thanks and love. God Bless you all. 




To see your 
Family Notice in 
The GEM, please 
contact us on 
01446 774484 or 
via e-mail at 
gemsales@ 
tindlenews .co.uk 
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Mot’s 


V 




m 


£20 


A Better service at a Better price > 


4 Wheel 
Laser 
Alignment 

from 

£15 


Servicing from.£69.00 

Diagnostic from.£39.95 

Radio Decodes.£14.99 

Service Valets frm.£20.00 

Full Valets from .£40.00 

Key Programming 
DPF Problems 
ECU Repairs 
Gear Box repairs 
Air Bag Faults 
Brkes and ABS 
All Repair work undertaken 


Tyres 


CAR 

REMAPPING 

£ 149.00 

Save £££s on 
Fuel Economy 
and Increase 
Performance 


Follow 
us on 


facebook 


for 

Special 

Offers 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW 
www.abcservicecentre.co.uk 


Tel. 01446 735561 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30 - 5.30 
Saturday 8.30 - 13.00 


All major 
credit 
cards 
accepted 


w 


A Eft f A AD iSt i \ I ^ Ti Bttttr ui 


OVER 100 CARS IN STOCK 




07 FORD Fiesta 1.4 TDCi (diesel) 
in met blue, aircon, 43k 


£5290 


08 LANDROVER Freelander 2.3 
TD4 (Diesel) HSE, full leather 40k 


£17990 




■ 


08 RENAULT Espace 2.0 DCi 
(diesel) Quest, 7 seater, 63k 


£6990 


58 HONDA Civic 1.8 Type S 
in metallic orange 


£5990 


57 MERCEDES C220 CDI (diesel) 
sport auto 


£9990 




ik 


Lxi 


idfr i • 
HLstd 




i./ 




08 RENAULT Megane 1.4 
Extreme, black 


£4390 


08 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8 SRi, 
in metallic red, 67k 


£4590 


04 PEUGEOT 206 Quicksilver, in 
metallic silver, 75k 


09 SUZUKI Grand Vitara 1.6 3dr 
in metallic grey 


08 SAAB 93 Tld (diesel) airflow 
estate in metallic grey 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 
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Ladies celebrate 
St David’s Day 



Sian Lovell, Andrea Caines of the Daffs team with Judy James. 


A St David’s day competition 
was organised for the ladies of 
Cottrell Park Golf Club on 
March 1. 

On a sunny day, they played an 
individual 12-hole competition, repre¬ 
senting the Leeks and Daffodils teams. 

Following a very nice lunch which 
was attended by 40 ladies, the presen¬ 


tation of prizes took place by the 
Ladies’ captain, Judy James . 

The winner of the Daffodils team 
was Sian Lovell with 24 points and 
runner up Andrea Caines with 23 
points. 

In the Leeks team, the winner was 
Jan Cosby 24 points, and runner up 
was Chris Evans (22). 

CB 



Jan Cosby and Chris Evans of the Leeks team. 


VALE SCHOOLS GRAB 
CONCLUSIVE VICTORY 


LAST week on a 
crisp Tuesday 
evening, the Vale 
District Schools 
welcomed 
Pontypridd District 
Schools for their 
return fixture 
under floodlights at 
Penarth. 

Their last encounter 
was an excellent game 
of quality rugby and the 
Vale were just came out 
the winners. 

This game started as 
the last with some excel¬ 
lent passing play from 
the visitors. A quick try 


in the corner from Ponty 
resulted and from the 
kick off their attacks 
were testing the Vale’s 
defence. 

It looked as if Ponty 
were going to run in a 
few triess but this talent¬ 
ed Vale side kept them 
out time after time. 

Soon, it was the home 
side’s turn to use the ball 
with some slick moves 
of their own. Mike 
Bosley was almost sent 
over but the final pass to 
put him clear fell short. 

That same attack 
broke to the other side of 
the field and with a great 


COWBRIDGF CAR BUYER 

Will Buy Amy Car, 

HmJk fw. 

Sawt P\, of M llmy pnvjrti'K 
Top prnr*. paid < 

MYLES BROWNING 
0776950S517 


threequarter move, the 
Vale went over to level 
the score against the run 
of play. 

Just before the half 
the home side went over 
to go into the break 12-5 
ahead. 

Pontypridd started 
strong again and were 
dominating the break¬ 
down ball and levelled 
the score soon into the 
half. 

A close period of play 
resulted with both teams 
but with a dominant dis¬ 
plays by Arron Arthur, 
Ruben Williams and 
Jamie Howells, the 
home side began to take 
control of the game. 

Some great set plays 
set up further attacking 
moves and the Vale went 
over for a few more 
scores before the whistle 
to complete a great vic¬ 
tory over a very strong 
Pontypridd side, the 
final score being 28-17. 

MB 


Saints finish second after 
thrilling finale to season 


IN what was a title 
decider, Saints 
showed grit and 
dermination to 
fight back from two 
goals down and a 
point seemed 
enough to clinch 
the championship. 

But a cruel twist saw 
Coedely snatch victory, 
and now more than like¬ 
ly the title of champi¬ 
ons, as they go top on 
goal difference with two 
games in hand as Saints 
drop to second spot. 

Saints were sluggish 
in the opening 
exchanges and conced¬ 
ed an unfortunate early 
own goal. Veteran, 
Gavin Morgans had no 
choice but to attempt to 
clear a low driven cross 
across his goal and 
unfortunately stuck the 
ball into his own net. 

This setback was then 
doubled when another 


BRIDGEND & DISTRICT SUNDAY LEAGUE 
PREMIER DIVISION 
COEDELY 3-2 SAINTS FC 


mistake in the Saints 
defence awarded 

Coedely a spot kick. 
This opportunity was 
not missed. The penalty 
went low to right of 
Saints keeper, Gaz 
Richards, hitting the 
inside of the post only to 
settle over the line. 

With a dreary first 
half drawing to a close, 
Saints looked to end it 
on a positive note with 
one final corner. 

Tony Charles stepped 
to up to swing the set 
piece straight onto 
Mortimore‘s head. The 
Coedely keeper reacted 
quick enough to save 
the header, only to see 
Dean Cleave drive 
home the rebound. The 
Saints’ half time mood 
was lifted. 


Saints came out of the 
blocks fired up from the 
half time break with 
chances piling up for 
Leigh Lewis, Reece 
Lewis and Dave 
Geldard. However, a 
familiar source pulled 
out a moment of magic. 

Arguably Saint’s 
player of the season, 
Dean Cleave turned 
with the ball just inside 
the Coedely half and 
fired towards goal. 

From more than 40 
yards out, Cleave had 
spotted their keeper off 
his line and found the 
net from nearly half way 
up the pitch. 

This determined 
comeback and last surge 
to secure a victory from 
what looked certain 
defeat was then ruined 


Cup exit for AFC 


LLANTWIT Major AFC trav¬ 
elled to Merthyr Tydfil for 
their quarter final cup clash 
against Merthyr Saints, a team 
playing in a league below that 
of the Major this season. 

Following the big win last weekend 
at home, the Major travelled up to 
Merthyr in the expectation of continu¬ 
ing their winning ways; however, the 
youngsters of Merthyr Saints had other 
plans. 

The game kicked off in bright sun¬ 
shine but on a very windy afternoon in 
the Rhondda, the weather quickly 
changed and driving rain proved diffi¬ 
cult for the visitors. 

The Saints settled down much the 
quicker of the two sides and had a cou¬ 
ple of early chances. 

The restructured Major defence, 
including Cox and Constant playing in 
lieu of Gould and Garrett, were not 
dominating in the manner of recent 
weeks and the home side forwards had 
far too much room with the ball and 
were certainly putting the pressure on. 

After 10 minutes though, it was the 
Major on the attack, winning two con¬ 
secutive comers. From the second, the 
ball was cleared quickly by the Saints 
and played through the channel at 
pace, requiring the Major keeper to 
come well off his line to clear. 

However, he only cleared to the 
Saints sharp young midfielder who 
stmck a beauty from 30 yards over the 
retreating keeper and into the top left 
comer of the net. 

The Saints followed this up with 
several other clear chances with the 
Major defence just not picking up the 
Saints attackers; fortunately for 
Llantwit their shooting was either wide 
or over the bar. 

On 25 minutes, it was the Llantwit 
striker, Mortimore, who had a great 
chance to equalise. From a scrappy 
clearance the ball rebounded to him 
and he was one-on-one with the home 
keeper, but he blasted his shot well 
over the bar, when an accurately placed 
shot would have been the better option. 

The Major had two more good 
chances following some good link up 
play in midfield, with both Lindsay 
and Jones shooting over the bar. 

Just before half-time the home side 
stretched their lead as the Major 
defence lost possession once again, 
and were punished when the Saints 
midfielder stmck a powerful low shot, 
beating the Llantwit keeper in style. 

On 53 minutes, the Major went three 
down when the usually reliable and 
very sensible Andy Shaw gave away 
an unnecessary penalty, from which 


the Saints scored easily. 

The Major had a real mountain to 
climb now to get back into this tie. 
James Rees was replaced by Sean 
Nash, just back from illness, and it was 
he who gave the Major some hope. 

From a poor Saints back pass, Nash 
pressured the keeper into clearing 
quickly; however, the clearance kick 
stmck Nash in the back and rebounded 
with power into the empty net. 

The Major started to play some 
good football in midfield and were cre¬ 
ating chances and soon after their first 
goal, Dean Cleave lobbed a beautiful 
interception over the keeper for the 
score to go to 3 - 2 and game on. 

However, it was not to be as on a 
rare second half break the Saints young 
winger broke clear and beat the 
Llantwit keeper, Lansdown, to the ball. 

The keeper brought down the play¬ 
er, conceded a penalty and was sent off 
and The Saints scored from the spot to 
make it 4 - 2. Llantwit brought on the 
bright youngster Dawes to replace 
Cleave and he made his mark soon 
after with one of the best goals scored 
by Llantwit Major this season. 

On 78 minutes he picked up the ball 
out on the right, cut inside before strik¬ 
ing a beauty with his left foot, giving 
the home keeper no chance. The score 
was 4-3 now, could the Major come 
back from this one? 

Well, had they taken their chances 
over the next 10 minutes the answer 
was yes; however, the Major had two 
shots put wide and then a real chance 
for the equaliser came to Mortimore in 
the final minute, but once again he 
went for power and glory and hit his 
shot well over the bar. 

Out of both cup competitions now, 
the Llantwit team must now regain 
their composure and just concentrate 
on their league games, and with 10 to 
go they must quickly get back to their 
winning ways. 

Team: Tim Watts, J Lansdown, J 
Constant, N Cox, D Robinson, A Shaw, 
S Mawhinney, J Rees, D Cleave, L 
Jones, S Lindsay (captain) and J 
Mortimore; substitutes: D Lewis, L 
Clement, S Nash, C Garrett and L 
Dawes. 

This Saturday the Major welcome to 
Splott FC to Windmill Lane in a 
League One game, kicking off at 
2.30pm. 

The club wish to thank The GEM 
and also their sponsors, Jaipur, Andy 
Cabs, BMC Digital, Eurgent and MPI 
Aviation for their continued support. 

PL 


by a Coedely counter 
attack. 

With their minds on 
going forward and not 
settling for the draw, the 
smallest gap opened for 
Coedely to capitalise, 
their impressive mid¬ 
fielder was not closed 
down on the edge of the 
area and as he assessed 
his opintions, he pro¬ 
duced a sublime chip 
into the top comer of the 
net to win it for Coedely 
and likely the title. 

Now a goal behind 
and with only 10 min¬ 
utes to reply, caution 
was thrown to wind in a 
desperate hope to cling 
on to their title hopes. 

Another moment of 
pure inspiration was 
nearly created as Jordan 
Mortimore connected 
with an overhead kick 
from another Charles set 
piece. The shot looked 
to be heading wide 
when Rob Colling s 
stretched - only to send 
the ball just over the bar. 

Runners up is now 
where Saints will likely 


finish after what has to 
be regarded a successful 
season after their first 
spell in the Bridgend 
Premier League. 

Fighting against rele¬ 
gation is where most 
newly promoted teams 
would find themselves, 
but the strength of the St 
Athan team saw them 
easily avoid it and come 
with in a whisker of 
winning the league. 

Saints would need a 
miracle for Coedely to 
lose their games in hand 
and by some goals too. 
Saints can be proud of 
their league displays 
and move forward with 
confidence into the end 
of season Premier play¬ 
offs between the top 
four teams in the league. 

Man of the match 
after two goals, includ¬ 
ing Saints’ goal of the 
season so far, is midfield 
maestro Dean Cleave. 

Many thanks to 
Saints sponsors 

LaFarge Cement and 
Kinsale Stone Co 
(Wales) Ltd. Also thanks 
to the continued support 
of the side from Roy and 
Cyndy at the Four Bells, 
St Athan. 

RC 


Evan’s St David’s 
Day hat-trick 


L lancarfan 

trainer Evan 
Williams cele¬ 
brated St David’s 
Day by landing a 
three-timer. 

Evan, who is the 
leading trainer at 
Ludlow, saddled a dou¬ 
ble at the Welsh borders 
track with Tiger 
O’Toole, in the Horse 
Weigh Novices Chase 
and Drumbaloo in the 
Forbra Gold Cup, while 
over at Taunton, his 
Arkarshan took the 
Royal Bath and West 
Novices Handicap 
Chase. 

Seven-year-old Tiger 
O’Toole, the 2-1 
favourite, won by seven 
lengths from U B 
Careful trained by Sirrel 
Griffiths of Norton’s 
Coin fame and eight- 
year-old Drumbaloo 
scored by a length from 


Cootehill. 

Both were ridden by 
stable jockey Paul 
Moloney. Arkarshan, 
who had top weight of 
12st 51bs, won by a short 
head from the bottom 
weighted Great Kicker 
and was partnered by 51b 
claiming jockey Adam 
Wedge. 

Twenty-four hours 
earlier at Folkestone, 
Evan’s assistant trainer 
James Tudor was suc¬ 
cessful in the hunter 
chase on Alan Hill’s 
Start Royal. 

At the Blankney 
Point-To- Point at North 
Carlton, Tom David 
brought his season’s 
tally of wins to seven, 
when winning the 
restricted race on 
Owenacurra who beat 
Adin Abroad by 15 
lengths. 

BRIAN LEE 



V. 


LAN DOW 


mmmmm 

_ r 


1 Van Sales-Spares-Repai rs 

Van MOT Preparation 

1 Vehicle Recovery- 
Collection and Delivery 


Tel: 01446 793550 or 793540 
Mobile: 07810 350433 

Llandow Trading Estate, CF71 7PB 
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VALE KARATE’S YOUNGEST 
TIGERS TRY OUT NEW MATS 
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Tom’s Scottish 
adventure 



Lenzie RFC president Donald Brodie 
and Tom Adams. 

PHOTO BY MARK ADAMS 


Saturday. I came on at 
the beginning of the sec¬ 
ond half and played for 
the whole of the second 
half.” 

Tom nearly went on to 
score a try himself, and 
said after the match: “It 
was a good match and a 
good experience playing 
with another team, espe¬ 
cially a Scottish team. 

Lenzie RFC president 
Donald Brodie presented 
Tom with one of the 
club’s new match shirts 
and in return Tom pre¬ 
sented him a Barry RFC 
shirt, which they were 
delighted to receive, and 
said it would be mounted 
and put onto their club¬ 
house wall. 

Lenzie will be touring 
in Wales in the future and 
it is hoped that a match 
between Lenzie RFC and 
Barry RFC can be 
arranged. RA 


RECENTLY, Barry 
RFC under-16s and 
youth player Tom 
Adams went on hol¬ 
iday to Scotland for 
a week and was 
invited to train with 
local Scottish team 
Lenzie RFC at their 
club with the sec¬ 
onds. 

Tom said: “I was a bit 
apprehensive as I didn’t 
know anyone but was 
excited at the same time. 
Their training is totally 
different style to ours. 

“They made me very 
welcome and helped me 
by explaining to me and 
showing me what to do 
during the training ses¬ 
sion. 

“To my surprise at the 
end of the training ses¬ 
sion I was invited to join 
in a match that Lenzie 
was playing away at 
Cumbenauld RFC on 


CAR HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 




• FordS-Ma* 

• 6iutVW 
Transporter 

9mi mntateta 



OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 



(01656) 

660160 


Ful dotal* aualofcte on our «rafcslt» 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 


VALE Karate has recently 
acquired a new training sur¬ 
face, thanks to the fund-rais¬ 
ing efforts of their members at 
their base at Barry’s YMCA 
Hub. 

The membership were extremely 
supportive in Vale Karate’s fund-rais¬ 
ing drive, including the children’s par¬ 


ents, who enjoyed a fun class. 

Vale Karate would like to thank all 
who contributed, including Aberthaw 
Power Station, A G Adams Funeral 
Directors, and each and every person 
who helped raise funds, including 
Drew Williams who raised a substan¬ 
tial amount by having his chest waxed 
in class. 


Tim lands winners 


ALAND Islands landed the 
Lynn Spowart Birthday 
Novices Hurdle at Doncaster 
last Saturday for Aberthin 
trainer Tim Vaughan. 

Partnered by Will Kennedy, the six- 
year old Aland Islands, who was made 
the 5-2 favourite, scored by seven 
lengths from Anron Lad. 

At Newbury on Friday, Charm 
School, ridden by Adam Wedge, was a 
good winner for Llancarfan’s Evan 
Williams. 

Evan David and his brother Tom 
both rode winners at the weekend. 
Tom was successful on Woodview 
Prince for Shelia Crow at the Ross 
Harriers Hunt Steeplechases and Evan 
won on David Brace’s Son Of Swallow 
at the Beaufort Hunt meeting. 

Recent Howick winner The Snail, 
owned by Cowbridge’s Jeff Bird and 
trained by his brother-in-law Jonathan 
Tudor, travels to Cilwendig on Sunday 
where he has been entered at the 
Tivyside Hunt Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases. 

POINT-TO-POINT 

Beth Roberts’s 11-year-old Chesnut 
Annie chalked-up win number 31 
(29 point-to-points and two hunter 
chases) when landing the ladies’ 
open race at the Brecon & Talybont 
Hunt Point-To-Point Steeplechases 
under Sally Randell on Saturday. 

However, Wales’s most popular 
point-to-pointer still has a long way to 
go to beat the record of Mandryka, 
who in the 1970s won 38 ladies’ open 
races - all with Shan Morgan aboard - 
five men’s open races and a hunter 
chase. 

Sally wasn’t able to dominate the 
race from the start as she usually does 
as Beyond Dreams, who had lost her 
maiden tag at the corresponding meet¬ 
ing last year, went off like a scalded 
cat. 

It wasn’t until six fences from home 
that Chesnut Annie went well clear and 
drawing away in the final stages, went 
on to win by a distance from recent 
Cilwendig winner Cannon Bridge 
(Hannah Lewis) with Balearic Star 
(Jodie Hughes) a further three lengths 
away in third spot. 

The day’s riding honours went to 
17-year-old Bradley Gibbs from 
Ynysybwl, who rode his first ever hat- 
trick. 

He took the confined race on Books 


Review, the men’s open race on Silver 
Story and the second division of the 
maiden race on Lemonade Jack. 

Books Review was a seven lengths 
winner from Rapid Artist (John 
Mathias), Silver Story had half-a- 
length to spare over Rosies Peacock 
(John Mathias) and Lemonade Jack 
won by four lengths from 
Icansingarainbow (Dave Mansell). 

In the members’ race, Marc Barber 
on Rebel Alliance, the 8-1 outsider of 
four, made most of the running to win 
by five lengths from Plunge (Leo 
Mahon). 

Welsh champion rider John 
Mathias is one win shy of his 100th 
winner ( he has chalked-up his 89 
point-to-point winners and 10 under 
rules) after making every post a win¬ 
ning one on Superman De La Rue, 
owned and trained by West Wales 
trainer Dai Rees, in the restricted race. 

Dave Mansell easily won the first 
division of the maiden on Lady 
Bussell, a six-year-old bay mare 
trained by his wife Julie. Lady Bussell 
is owned by David Morgan and John 
de Lisle Wells. 

Evan David won a division of the 
maiden race on David Brace’s Son Of 
Swallow at Saturday’s Duke of 
Beaufort meeting and his older broth¬ 
er Tom was successful on Woodview 
Prince in the restricted race at 
Sunday’s Ross Harriers meeting. 

BRUSLINI’S LONG 
TRIP PAYS OFF 

HAVE horses, will travel, is 
the motto of Llancarfan train¬ 
er Evan Williams after he sent 
his seven-year-old Bruslini on 
a 275-mile journey to 
Catterick. 

The long trip paid handsome divi¬ 
dends when the French-bred gelding 
jumped his five rivals silly, coming 
home alone under T J O’Brien. 

Bruslini jumped well to land the 
Dine And View at Catterick Races 
Beginners’ Chase after making every 
post a winning. 

BRIAN LEE 


MOTORING WITH TIM SAUNDERS 

Suzuki’s brand new 


motor is going up 
against the Mondeos 



The Suzuki Kizashi. 


S ashimi, 

sukiyaki and 
sushi are three 
words associated 
with Japan, and 
foods that appeal 
to those with a 
taste for the unusu¬ 
al. 

Now there’s the 
emperor-sounding 
Kizashi to add to the 
list. But this is a 
Japanese delicacy of the 
four-wheeled variety. 

Where Vauxhall 
Insignias and Ford 
Mondeos are the cod 
and chips of every day 
motoring, the striking 
Suzuki is the more 
invigorating oriental 
dish that will spice up 
any mundane commute. 

It’s an attractive vehi¬ 
cle that, when looking 
at the rear, doesn’t look 
too far removed from 
the BMW 3-series. 

A rear spoiler and 
low front bumper hint at 
its sporty credentials - 0 
to 60mph in under nine 
seconds. 

Chrome exhausts cut 
into the back bumper 
create further impact. 
This curvaceous beauty 
incorporates a good 
amount of chrome on 
the doors and the grille, 
which is quite unusual 


these days and very 
effective. 

Initially, the sleek 
and compact exterior 
makes you think it’s 
probably only a 1.6-litre 
and perhaps a 2-litre at 
a push. And so it’s sur¬ 
prising to learn that 
there’s a 2.4-litre 
177bhp lump nestling 
under the bonnet. 

More surprises come 
on entering the cabin, 
where you find heated 
and electrically 
adjustable front leather 
seats, air conditioning, 
all round electric win¬ 
dows and even an elec¬ 
trically operated glass 
sunroof - equipment 
levels that begin to 
encroach upon BMW 
and even Jaguar territo¬ 
ry. 

The Kizashi, with its 
blacked out rear win¬ 
dows and roomy interi¬ 
or, offers an enjoyable 
relaxed drive thanks to 


its smooth six-speed 
automatic. Thrill seekers 
will enjoy the paddle 
shifts and the all-wheel 
drive function for faster, 
more challenging driv¬ 
ing. 

This is an excellent 
car that covers 500 
miles on a tank - not 
bad for a petrol engine. 

Parkers, the car 
experts, say: “On looks 
alone Suzuki’s new 
Kizashi saloon shows 
promise. This slick four- 
door is the Japanese 
manufacturer’s first UK 
foray into the so-called 
D-segment currently 
dominated by the Ford 
Mondeos and Vauxhall 
Insignias of this world.” 

The Suzuki has sur¬ 
prised me in every 
respect. 

New price: £21,995 - 
2.4 Sport 4x4 4d CVT; 
Economy: 40mpg; Top 
speed: 127mph; 0- 
60mph: 8.5secs. 


The debate still rages on about the TMO 
climax of the England-Wales game 


A try or not a try? 


I N answer to Jim 
Morgan’s letter 
(The GEM, 
March 1), one has 
to say the English 
commentators have 
a point. 

How many times have 
we Taffs felt wronged 
with a perception that a 
perfectly valid try was not 
given? 

Jim cites three options 
the referee has in making 
his decision, but that deci¬ 


sion might, in hindsight, have seen that Strettle’s 
be wrong (yes, I am aware hand was holding the 
of the first two laws of 
rugby*). That is where the 
‘disallowed try’ shout 


goes up and that is where 
the England fans think 
they have a case. 

In this case, there was 
one camera angle that 
showed Strettle did in fact 
ground the ball for just a 
fraction of a second - 
maybe this camera angle 
was not available to the 
TMO. 


underside of the ball at the 
time and no downward 
pressure means that “no 
try” was the correct deci¬ 
sion, but for the wrong 
reason. 

But to say “Let’s hear 
no more of it” is just 
wishful thinking. These 
debatable moments are 
what watching sport is all 
about; stats books and 
video refs are the worst 
thing that ever happened 


Controversy the 
name of the game 


F AR be it for 
me to contra¬ 
dict that 

noted letter-writer, 
Jim Morgan (GEM 
letters last week), 
but I cannot agree 
with his conclusion 
to the letter, ‘Not a 
try, so let’s move 
on.’ 

I do not dispute Jim’s 
facts, but controversy 
has always had a part in 
Welsh rugby. Who can 
forget that famous day, 
December 16, 1905, 
when Wales beat the All 
Blacks? 

Teddy Morgan scored 
a try for Wales, and Bob 
Deans claimed, even on 
his death bed, he had 
scored for New Zealand, 
saying he had crossed 
the line and been 


If it had been, he would ‘° «■* S ame ' the y J ust sti ' 
tie controversy, suppress 
cogitation and smother 
contention - they have no 
place in the game - any 
game. 

Now, anyone for an 
argument? 

* Law 1 - The referee 
is always right. 

Law 2 - In the event 
that the referee is wrong, 
refer to Law 1. 

Gerwyn Thomas, 
Llantwit Major 


dragged back. Perhaps 
his last words were “It 
was a try”. 

And we all know that 
Paul Ringer was inno¬ 
cent. 

Vivian Kelly, 

Llantwit Major 


Chips A way 

Professional quality repairs at a fraction of 
bodyshop costs 

♦/Quick ^Convenient »/FuIly guaranteed 
Paintwork Scratches 
Bumper Scuffs • Alloy Wheels 

To arrange a free no obligation estimate call 


Paul Jarvis 07904 840202 


Alternatively, call 

0800 028 7878r 

or visit 

www.chipsaway.co.uk 
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new broad street motors 


Now on Cardiff Road - Tel 01446 720044 



Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 

Great cars. Great Service, Great People to deal with! 


Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 
1.5 CZT 3-dr. 

Pearl black. 1 owner, 42,295 miles 

£5,995 


03 FORD Fusion 
1.6 

Manual, red, 53,935 miles 

£3,295 


04 MERCEDES C200 
Avantgarde Auto 

in black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 owner 

£5,995 


52 JEEP Cherokee 
3.7 LTD Auto 

in bronze with black leather, go anywhere at 

£3,995 


56 MINI Cooper 'S' 
Checkmate 

Metallic Blue, 50,000 miles, A/C, leather 

£7,495 



07 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 
1.9 CDTi 120 Club 

In Black, 92,000 miles, diesel, 7 seater 

£5,495 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 
Zetec 5-Dr 

Ink Blue Met, 57,000 Miles, with A/C etc. 

£5,495 



03 PORSCHE Cayenne 
4.5 S Automatic 

Silver/Black Leather, 42,000 Miles 

£14,995 



06 JAGUAR XK 
(New model) 

Black with cream leather, 49,000 miles 

£19,995 

All cars 

Just a small 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4x4 


06 JAGUAR XK (New model) in black with cream 

leather, 49,000 miles, high spec sports coupe £19,995 
08 HONDA S2000 In met. grey with black leather with 
red stitching, 6,000 miles, only .£14,995 

56 MINI Cooper ‘S’ Checkmate. Met blue, 50,000 

miles, a/c, leather.£7,495 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 Sport Convertible. In met 

turquoise, 36,000 miles.£6,995 

54 AUDI A4 3.0 Sport Convertible Auto. In met blue 

with full beige leather, 85,000 miles .£6,995 

03 BMW 325 2.5Ci M-Sport Convertible Auto. Silver, 

79,270 miles.£6,495 

08 08 MITSUBISHI Colt 1.5 CZT. 3-dr, pearl black, 

1 owner, 42,295 miles.£5,995 

04 MERCEDES C200 Kompressor Avantgarde Auto 
in black with leather, 67,000 miles, 1 owner .£5,995 
04 NISSAN X-Traic 2.2 DCi SR 6-Spd. In bright met 

blue, 75,000 miles, diesel 4x4.£5,995 

02 AUDI TT (180) in red with black leather, 87,000 

miles, superb example .£5,995 

57 SUZUKI SX4 GL 1.6 5-Dr. Silver, 26,988 miles .£5,695 
04 TOYOTA Rav 4 XT4 5-dr in met blue with leather, 
sat-nav, 94,000 miles, 4x4 at .£5,495 

53 MINI Cooper ‘S’ In met. grey, with chilli pack, 

and host of extras, 78,000 miles.£5,495 

05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.3 CDTi Sport, in ice blue, 

65,000 mile diesel convertible.£4,995 

98 MERCEDES V280 Ambiente Auto 6-Seater turquoise 
blue, full leather, 78,000 miles with extras . . . .£4,995 
01 MERCEDES ML 430 Auto in silver with black 
leather, 68,000 miles, LPG gas conversion . .£4,995 
56 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertible. 

In met bright blue, 66,000 miles .£4,795 

06 FORD Fiesta ST in red, 51,000 miles, 2 owners, 

stylish hot hatch at .£4,695 

04 LAND ROVER Freelander 1.8 XEi 5-Dr. In silver, 

63,000 miles, 4x4 at.£4,695 

07 CITROEN Cl Rhythm 5-Dr. In red, £20 road tax 

and low insurance.£4,295 

05 PEUGEOT 206CC 1.6 Allure in black with cream 
leather, 43,000 miles, 1 owner .£3,995 

54 MAZDA RX8 (192) 4-dr Black, 69,000 mile sports 

coupe.£3,995 

53 MERCEDES A170 CDi Elegance Auto. In silver, 

62,000 miles, diesel at .£3,995 

52 MERCEDES Cl80 Elegance SE Auto. In jade met, 
84,000 mile example at.£3,995 

52 JEEP Cheroke 3.7 LTD Auto. In bronze with black 

leather, go any where at.£3,995 

04 MERCEDES A140 Picadilly in met blue, 51,000 

miles with alloys and air con.£3,695 

02 JAGUAR S-Type 3.0 SE Auto. In champagne with 

cream leather, 72,000 miles .£3,495 

04 ROVER 75 2.0 CDTi Club Estate in silver, 79,000 

miles, diesel with a/c, c/d, etc.£2,995 

03 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 SE. In met-blue with cream 
leather trim, fantastic value.£2,995 

53 MGZT 2.5 Auto. In Bright met. blue with two-tone 
half leather trim, 82,000 miles, sports saloon £2,495 


03 MGTF 135. In silver with grey leather, 58,000 mile 
local convertible, in superb condition at only .£2,495 
01 HONDA Stream SE Sport 7-Seater. In light met 
green, 85,000 mile estate at. £2,495 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL & FAMILY CARS 


59 HONDA Civic 2.2 Diesel ESi CTDi in silver, 40,000 

miles, 1 owner with pan-roof.£10,895 

09 VAUXHALL Corsa Club 5-dr Automatic in silver, 
46,000 miles, a/c, etc .£6,495 

60 FORD Ka 1.2 Studio In silver, 11,000 miles, under 

Ford warranty.£6,295 

57 RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.5 DCi Dynamic. In met 

grey, 49,000 mile diesel, 7 seater.£5,995 

07 56 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club. In black, 

92,000 mile diesel, 7 seater .£5,495 

56 FORD Focus 1.6 Sport 5-dr. In silver, 

51,000 miles, 2 owners.£5,495 

07 56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 VVT Life. 5-dr, tonic blue, 

automatic, 56,017 miles .£4,995 

06 SUZUKI Swift 1.5 GLX 5-Dr. In bright met blue, 

54,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

07 CITROEN C4 1.6 HDi VTR Coupe. In light met 

blue, 55,000 miles, diesel at.£4,995 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Dynamique (new shape) 3-dr 

in black, 75,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,495 

06 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Privilege 5-Dr. In red, 44,000 

miles, high specification .£4,495 

07 FORD Ka Zetec Climate in met grey, 31,000 miles 

local car at .£3,995 

04 HONDA Civic 1.7 CTDi 5-Dr. In silver, 79,000 

miles, diesel with FSH .£3,995 

05 SKODA Fabia 1.2 5-dr in silver, 60,000 miles £3,495 
53 FORD Fusion 3 In red, 54,000 miles, 2 owners, 

A/C, alloys etc.£3,295 

56 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.4SE 5-dr in black, 32,000 

miles. Fantastic value.£2,995 

55 CITROEN C4 1.4LX 5-dr. In silver, 78,000 miles, 

modern family hatch at.£2,995 

04 PEUGEOT 206 1.4S/SW. In met red, 58,899 miles, 

privacy glass, economical car.£2,995 

04 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Expression 5-Dr Auto. In 

met red, 57,000 miles.£2,995 

04 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Expression in met grey, 

63,000 miles, family hatch .£2,995 

03 SMART City Pulse Auto in black, low running 

costs + £30 road tax.£2,995 

03 SEAT Ibiza 1.9TDi SE 5-dr. In met-bronze with 

alloys etc.£2,995 

52 SMART City Pulse Auto. Met. Grey/black, 35,000 

miles, with A/C .£2,995 

05 CHEVROLET Kalos 1.2 SE 5-Dr. In met red, 

17,000 miles from new.£2,795 

51 SMART Passion 600 Auto (Left Hand Drive). 

In red/silver, 52,000 miles.£2,495 



04 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 
Expression 

In Met. Grey, 63,000 miles, family hatch. 

£2,995 



06 FORD Fiesta ST 

Red, 51,000 miles, 2 owners 

£4,695 



05 VAUXHALL Tigra 
1.3 CDTi Sport 

Ice Blue, 65,000 Miles, Diesel Convertible 

£4,995 



06 SUZUKI Swift 1.5 GLX 


5-dr, in bright met blue, 54,000 miles, 
2 owners 


£4,995 


RaC 


supplied with new MoT and 6 months RAC warranty. 

I selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


Ran 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


□ 


MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Appruvuil cod* 


MSemcintf 
[ECU]Repaug 

fTr ansmissio ns 
B TyreT&Btakes ! 
rAiffipn Servicing! 


Whether you need general servicing, advanced diagnostics, fuel injection or 
automatic transmission experts, look no further. Our abilities in advanced 
x automotive services are unparalleled in the local area. From a simple tyre 
Tchange to an ECU repair our trained experienced staff can help. 


Our customers include local and national main dealers including Ferrari, Ford, 

Citroen, Mercedes and South Wales largest Used Car Supermarkets! They 

■come to us because we really are South Wales leading Diagnostic centre. /if 

/*T, 


PERMOVEO 

EURO SPECIALISTS 


Injector Servicing 

[F ree Court esy Car 
K^^mm otoise rs 
BerfonnanceiTuninql 


5Woodfiam Road 
Barry Dodcs CF63 4JE 

08000337807 

www.permoveo.Kd.uk 
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V 


GEM sport 


Welsh football says farewell to a legend 


T hose with any 
love of football 
will have no 
doubt felt a hollow 
feeling on November 
27 of last year when 
news broke of the 
death of Wales man¬ 
ager Gary Speed. 

Having only been in 
charge of the national 
team for a year, Speed 
had turned a young team, 


who promised much but 
who fell short, into a 
group of players capable 
of realising their poten¬ 
tial. 

Wales ended their Euro 
2012 qualifying campaign 
on the front foot, and 
when Speed’s men dis¬ 
patched Norway emphati¬ 
cally by four goals to one 
last November, the por¬ 
tents were that come the 
World Cup 2014 quali¬ 


fiers, Wales were within 
sight of breaking their 
elusive hoodoo when it 
came to big tournaments. 

Sadly, the death of 
Speed means that his 
good work now must be 
carried on by new 
managerChris Coleman, 
who must lift not just 
himself but also the play¬ 
ers and Welsh supporters 
in general. Speed was, 
almost without exception, 


I by GARETH I 

| JAMIESON | 

highly regarded as both a 
player and manager. 

The first step in over¬ 
coming the grief, at least 
in footballing terms, was 
the memorial game held 
at Cardiff City Stadium 
last week, which saw 
23,000 fans, former play¬ 
ers and associates of 
Speed gather to pay their 


respects, with the team 
facing Costa Rica, the 
opponents for the first of 
Speed’s 85 caps for his 
country. 

The outpouring of 
emotion was a fitting trib¬ 
ute to Speed, with the 
players, many of whom 
were visibly emotional 
during the most passion¬ 
ate rendition of the 
national anthem heard at 
a football game for some 


time, certainly affected 
come game-time, as Costa 
Rica grabbed an early 
lead through Joel 
Campbell, one they didn’t 
let slip as Welsh pressure 
came to nought. 

Wales now face Mexico 
in America in May before 
Coleman leads the play¬ 
ers through a tricky, but 
passable, World Cup 
group, with qualification 
certainly achievable. 


What a tribute it would 
be to Gary Speed if this 
Welsh team, inspired and 
galvanised by Speed’s 
belief and faith in them, 
were to qualify for their 
first tournament since 
1958. 

If so, you can imagine 
that somewhere, ‘Speedo ’ 
will be looking down on 
them with a smile on his 
face. 


THIRD CONSECUTIVE VICTORY FOR TEAM 


Bonus point win as Cowbridge 
RFC shine in the wind and rain 


A first for most as 
Cowbridge trav¬ 
elled to 

Cwmgwrach in the 
Neath valley, look¬ 
ing for the third 
double of the sea¬ 
son. 

It really couldn’t have 
started better, as from 
the Cwm kick off the 
pack powered into their 
half with some fierce 
driving from Luke 
Adams, Ross Llewellyn 
and Steve Birchenough. 

A Cowbridge penalty 
was quickly taken by 
scrum half Dewi 
Edwards and the ball 
was spun to flying wing 
Liam Rowland, who 
outstripped the Cwm 
defence from 22 metres 
after just four minutes. 

Despite great enter¬ 
prise from backs and 
forwards, the next score 
was a penalty by influ¬ 
ential No 10 Carwyn 
Morgan after 15 min¬ 
utes. Cowbridge contin¬ 
ued to dominate but with 
errors creeping into the 
game, were unable to 


capitalise on the territo¬ 
rial advantage. 

Still, good runs by 
right wing Blaine and a 
fine break by centre 
Huw Lougher almost 
resulted in tries but it 
was outstanding prop 
Dai Popham who finally 
scored just before half 
time, driving over the 
line following good 
work by the pack; No. 
10 Davies obliged with 
the conversion. 

Half time 

Cwmgwrach 0, 

Cowbridge 15 

Cowbridge continued 
the second half with the 
pack on top. With 
Carwyn Davies and fel¬ 
low second row 
Birchenough providing 
quality lineout ball, front 
row Jon Phillips, Rhys 
Price and Dai Popham 
offering a solid platform 
and the back row of Jac 
Williams, captain Ross 
Llewellyn and Luke 
Adams constantly 
harassing the Cwm 
pack, it was not long 
before the third 
Cowbridge try came. 


A burst by Adams 
took the ball to the 22 
and centre Luke Boys, 
who was a handful for 
the home side through¬ 
out the game in defence 
and attack, was on hand 
to crash through the 
Cwm defence and score 
near the posts for 
Morgan to convert. 

Youngsters Rhodri 
Leyshon in the back row 
and Matt Logsden on the 
wing came on and did 
not look at all out of 
place, both playing with 
great vigour. 

Cowbridge were 
unlucky not to get a 
fourth try as scrum half 
Matthew Pound spun the 
ball out for left wing 
Liam Rowland to link 


with right wing Blaine 
who went over, only to 
be called back for a foot 
in touch. 

Despite the increasing 
wind and rain, 
Cowbridge continued to 
play with enterprise and, 
following a rare Cwm 
foray into the 

Cowbridge 22, battled 
back up the pitch. 

After a series of 
penalties, a Birchenough 
take in the lineout saw 
the ball spun out to cen¬ 
tre Huw Lougher, who 
was too strong for the 
Cwm defence and 
sprinted over under the 
posts for playmaker 
Carwyn Morgan to con¬ 
vert. 

Cwmgrach battled to 


the end but were unable 
to break the Cowbridge 
defence and a tackle by 
substitute prop Alun 
John was up there with 
George North’s tackle 
on Owen Farrell! 

Final score 

Cwmgwrach 0, 

Cowbridge 29. 

Despite several mis¬ 
takes, this was an 
impressive, aggressive 
display by Cowbridge in 
difficult conditions. 

The team might be 
slightly disappointed 
that that a few more tries 
weren’t scored but the 
bonus point was impor¬ 
tant and it was also the 
third consecutive game 
where Cowbridge have 
not conceded a point. 


With Ogmore Vale 
losing to Tonna, this win 
consolidated third place 
and with six games to go 
there’s still a chance of 
catching Cefn Cribbwr 
in second place. 

The next first team 
game is home against 
Tonna on March 24, and 
the following Saturday 
against South Wales 
Police at Waterton Cross 
- the X2 will be busy! 

On the morning of the 
French game, a 
Cowbridge XV entertain 
a team from Paris, kick 
off 10.30am. 

If you are interested 
in playing, please con¬ 
tact Dai Breed on 07896 
997016. 

RV/RK 


VAN HIRE FROM 
£38 PER DAY! 


Bippens 
TranHa 

VW Transporter* 
Sprinters 
Jumbo Vans 
UAon Removal 
Vans 

Tapper trucks 
Crew cab dtopaidee 


< 4 * 



yyicK< 01656 > 


660160 


Full details available on our webeate 

www.wickvanhire.co.uk 


Squash A team hang on 
to third place in league 


COWBRIDGE A 
Bar 44 squash team 
maintained third 
spot in South Wales 
Division Two East 
with their fourth 
successive victory - 
-beating Rhiwbina 
C 4-1. 

Meanwhile the Bs 
continued to struggle 
with personnel - going 
down 2-3 at Fairwater B. 
Cowbridge C chalked up 
their third victory of the 
season with a 3-2 at 
home to Llanishen C to 
give rise to a reasonable 
chance of survival in 
South Glamorgan 
Division Three. 

The A team’s Niall 
Sloan (No 5) managed to 
blast his way past the 
big-hitting left-hander 
Simon Kilshaw with a 
hard-fought 3-0 result 
(11-9, 11-9, 14-12). 

Simon Payne, howev¬ 
er, found the going 
rather tough in the early 
stages against veteran 
performer Tony 

Wootton, going behind 
0-2 before turning the 
No 4 string around to 
win comfortably 11-4 in 


the fifth. 

Garfield Leask per¬ 
haps drew the short 
straw at No 3, facing the 
up and coming starlet 
Joe Cornwall and with 
much endeavour could 
not quite pinch a game, 
losing 11-13 in the third. 

Jon Bisson (2) and 
Nick Guard closed out 
matters 3-0 and 3-1 suc¬ 
cessively to post a finely 
merited 17-7 points vic¬ 
tory. 

The B team 44s trav¬ 
elled to Fairwater B with 
the remnants of their 
depleted squad but 
returned with 10 points 
from a 2-3 reverse. John 
Gaffney filled in at No 5, 
taking the first game 
before losing a couple of 
tie-breaks. Then, his legs 
to go down 4-9 in the 
fourth. 

Russ Watts and Ade 
Fisher were the winners 
on the night at Nos 3 and 
4 respectively - Watts 
storming into a 2-0 (9-3, 
9-6) lead before falling 
asleep (4-9, 0-9) to 
recover his thoughts for 
a 9-4 in the fifth victory 
while Fisher lost the first 
6-9 before finding his 
match head to come 


through in four (10-8, 9- 
1, 9-5 to finish). 

Colin Baxter (usual 
squad No5) continued to 
punch above his weight 
at No. 2 but suffered a 
slight hamstring pull at 
the end of the third when 
he was 2-1 up - but 
limped to 2-3 finish (4- 
9, 0-9). 

The match result was 
hanging on the No Is - 
Chris Ranger cruised to 
the first 9-2 but seemed 
to lose direction against 
a deceivingly fit 
Fairwater No 1, losing 
1-3 (match points 10- 
17). 

Cowbridge Cs took 
on Llanishen C and 
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secured their third victo¬ 
ry of the term winning at 
positions 1, 2 and 3 - 
hence posting a 3-2 
result (14 points to 10). 

Dave Matthews, 
Colin Giles and Hugh 
Wallace were the main 
points winners with 
Tony Steele picking up 
one point at No 4, with 
Richard Kyte (No 5) still 
coming to terms with 
team squash. 

For membership 
details contact Dave 
Garnham (07721 
533443); all other 
enquiries to 

russ.watts @ bt open- 
world. com. 
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Wales must 
beware of 
complacency 
against 
‘lowly’ Italy 

by Don John 

IF, as seems highly unlikely, Wales 
head coach Warren Gatland consid¬ 
ered ringing the changes for the 
starting team against Italy on 
Saturday, it would have been no 
more than a passing thought. 

For not only would it be hugely unfair on 
players who had given their all in bringing 
home a 20th Triple Crown, but the canny 
Kiwi knows it would also present a needless 
risk in a banana skin encounter that could 
yet torpedo hopes of another coveted Grand 
Slam. 

The supporters will once again flood into 
the Millennium Stadium expecting to see 
Welsh power sweep aside a team that has 
already shipped 91 points in three Six 
Nations games, but Gatland is fully aware of 
the danger of complacency facing his young 
team. 

After all, even in defeat, the fast-improv¬ 
ing Italians have shown they are infinitely 
capable of causing an upset. 

Moreover, they have already tasted some 
success at the same stadium - in 2006, 
when they held a stunned Wales to an 18-18 
draw. 

Gatland has taken out insurance by select¬ 
ing his strongest line-up, minus injured 
captain Sam Warburton, who is replaced by 
the promising Osprey, Justin Tipuric, 

There is only one other change to the start¬ 
ing team that performed so grittily at 
Twickenham. - unfortunate hooker Ken 
Owens having to make way for the return¬ 
ing former skipper and Scarlets team mate, 
Matthew Rees. 

With Ospreys Alun Wyn Jones and Ian 
Evans pairing up in the second row, Ryan 
Jones, who has been in quite outstanding 
form, is also unlucky in having to return to 
the replacements bench, alongside the 
returning Luke Charteris. 

WALES TEAM v Italy: 

Leigh Halfpenny (Blues); Alex Cuthbert 
(Blues), Jonathan Davies (Scarlets), Jamie 
Roberts (Blues), George North (Scarlets); 
Rhys Priestland (Scarlets), Michael Phillips 
(Bayonne); Gethin Jenkins (Blues, capt), 
Matthew Rees (Scarlets), Adam Jones 
(Ospreys), Alun Wyn Jones (Ospreys), Ian 
Evans (Ospreys), Dan Lydiate (Dragons), 
Justin Tipuric (Ospreys), Toby Faletau 
(Dragons). 

REPLACEMENTS: Ken Owens (Scarlets), 
Paul James (Ospreys), Luke Charteris 
(Dragons), Ryan Jones (Ospreys), Lloyd 
Williams (Scarlets), James Hook 
^Perpignan), Scott Williams (Scarlets). 


































